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Oi Pakistan’s First War and Coup

The Kushmir war. o guote Field Marshal Ayub Khan, sared a5 un “ievzgular
campaign”. Soldicrs and officers “were out on their own wath little direction
Irom headquarters and with considerable responsibilily placed 1 the haads of  junior
aofficers.”

Rrig. Mohamnd Akbay Khan, DSO. the hero of the Kashmir war joined the irregnlar
campaign o his own imitiative in the first week of the Nevember 1947, That was the time
when the tide had terned against us following the refusal of the trihal lashhars o keep
fizhting inn the absenee of sdegnate aid from the povermoment. They had beep under heavy
machinesun fire at the dh milestone on the road o Srinagar and vreently needed some
armowred cars cfo. o sustain the momentum of their advance voder enemy live, The much-
aceded sovipment never errived and thus iterally for want of 2 horseshoe the battle was lost.

The airlilt between pew Delhi and Semaear, could bave been nreempted even in its
inilial siages and the Kashmir dispure foreclosed had the eibesmen been preperly handled
and officially ajded as moch as they were being cncouraged. That unfortimately wouldn'c
he for want of 4 cleac-cat olficial strateey : the government looded o a straight victory
i Kashoir withoul burnig its (ngers into the bargain.

Bepinning as & tribal foray with the kacking of a provincial minister (Khan Abduol
Qayyum Khan) und Lhe connivonce of the central government wnder (he overall command
of one retived Major Khurshid Anwar (sa cracrgency commissioned officer of the Royal
Indian Army Supply Corps—RIASC—turasd commander of the Mushim League National
Guard) fighting in Kashmir subsequently developed into an irregular campaign ollicered
by the Pakistani reenlars and manned mainly by the rribals and parily by army jawans,
The outcome of such a hodeepodge and haphazard fors covld have been hardly more
positive and productive than what it had been.

Brig. Akbar. a carcer officar of the Pakistan Army, drove off to the Srinapar [ronl “oc
my own inilixtive™ to stem ihe tide of the tribal relreat and get the tribesmen back 1o the
front unconditionally, He regrouped his forces {whout a dowen army regulars together with
the Iashkars whose exact nunmmber rermained fluid) and partly regained the initietive fatally
ot fatefally tast at the 4l milestone on the high read to Srinagar.

The Kashmir wae hud been 2 trnly hizaree affair, laver upen layer. i more sense than
ong. At the top layer was an uaresponsive Rritish high command (Messervy, Gracey,
MCeay, Hutton. Tottenham cte.} with their divided professions] loyaltics 2nd perceptions.
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They weported techeicaliy e the supreme commander Field Marsbal Sie Ciaude Auchinleck,
based in MNew Delli, Ar the sceond layer weee the tribal Bashkars vaised by retited  Major
Khurshid Anwar with the cotive suppors and bocking of the Frontier Chief Minister.
According to Akbar Khan whaithe peime minister (Liaguat AL Khan in Scpterber 1947,
launched the ‘movemcnl of the Kashmic strpgele’, Kbhorhd Arwur was appoioled
commanger of the nerthern secior (Mucallarabad-Un-Baramula-Srinagark, e went Lo
Peshawar and with the fapparent help® of Khan Abdu! Quyyum Khan raised the Lashkar
which asscibled a1 Abbottabad and ai the bead of which he entered Mazaflarabag
e 24 of Oolaber 19447

At the final and the lowest laver was the soveriaent ol Pakistan zad its civil and
widitary advisers. Aparl from the governor-geticrul and prima minister (the Quaid-c-Azam
and Liagquat Ali Khan) the war-sabinet or advisory group {cull it what vou will) comprised
Lhe chief camupaipn organizer, Khan Abdul Qayyum Khan. cenrral nunister Ruja Gharanfar
Ali Khan, Punjab provingial ministers. Mian Teikharuddin. Saedar Shaukat Hasst Khan
{a retived indian avmy cuptain appointed 45 the chief coosdinator or the communder-in-chiel
of the ircegular Torce fighting in Kashmic and Iskander Mirza, o former aimy lisut.-col,
turned civilian bureaweraty. Akbar Kban was the chicl miliary adviser. plannes and ficld
commander reporting direetly ro the civlion beadesshin ciscumventing his own military
high cemmand. He admits it was not 0 crowclar postine” and that T wenl into
light regardbess of proper order”

Altoasther the Koaslumit war had hoen o most egtgaordinuey affan—an overtand covert
operation and & baldly fonzit but indiferzntly sustained campaign. Tt had easily been a
most cenfounding hodgepodze  of military, pani-militasy and  guersitla forces with a
clear-cut sirafegic objective (the libesation of the whole of the occupied Fammin and Kashini)
bur with ud hoc lactical ylanning and inadequate fogistical and marerial support. The
arary itself had been divided batween the British high command and Pakistani middle and
Yower ranks adversely to affect the sestained condact of the oparations.

On Oclober 25, the Maharaja of Jamumu and Kashmir acceded to india and tled o
Jammu—-his winter capital. Prime Minister Liaquat All Khan, the same day, held a meeting
at Lahore to consider the grave situation, An Indian armed inlervention under the ciretims-
tanees looked imminent and only prompt and bold preemptive action on Palkistan’s parl
could possibly save the situation, Akbar Khan suzgested a tribal attack on Jammu through
which ran the anly lund route linking Delhi with Kashmir. The proposal was torned down
on e sroond that it conld provoke 2 war

Alan Cambeall-lohnson. the author of Miviion with Mowathatien, paints the following
pichure afu Lrutui day’z proceedings in Lahare that is at once lund and revealing;

“In the middle ol to-duy’s Defenes Committee, ;%.u.-;hinluu!a rang up Mountbatten team
Lahare to say that he bad succeodsd ia persteding Jinnah o cancel arders given the
previeus pight for Pakistis troons to be moved inte Kashmir. The order had reached Gene-
ral Gracey, ther aciing Pakistin Army Commsnder-in-Chicf in ths temparary abscence
of Genaral Messervy, through the military seerstae§ o the governor of the West Punjab.
with whom Jinagh was staving, Geasey veplizd 1hal e wis not prepared to isste any such
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instruction withone the approval of the Supreme Commandsr, At Graeey's ursent Teguest,
Auchinkeck flew to Lebore this morimg and explained 1o Jimnsh thar ap 700 of invasion
would involve aviomatically and immcdiately the withdrawal of every British  officer
serving With the pewly-formed Paldstan Avmy Belore Auchinleek feft kim he had net onlv
culled ofl the order. but 2lzo invited Monathatten and Nehei to come t0 Luhors .

How cise could one deseribe Aunchinleck’s tall with the Quaid excepl as & blalant
theeat aad an ill-disguised arterapt wt blackmai? Either lose Kashmir or lose British
alficers | What sort of 2 choice was that ? The strangest part of the proceeding was that the
iradividual advising had been bosed In the “cnemy’ capital and vet wielded the supreme
cammand of two conntries at war wilk each olhey.

Tt @ nor known of Gracey nvited Auchinleck to Tahore on his own indtotive or with
the prior knowledge and approval of his governnr-general snd supreme commander,
Jinnaf, to whom alone, in all fuirness, he shownld have reparted. At all evenrs Grragey’s
action proved that therc hud been abselutely no security of information pratecting the
Pakistuni side of the war: C-ip-C Pak would not make a move without first consulting
his supreme commander sitting in the lndian canital. Fven in retrossect the situation weuld
appear to be witerly ludicrous and meredibly sirange, Flow on earth could there be any
captact, least of ali consaltation, between two rival force commanders &fler the bartle had
aleeady been joined ? That the ‘invasion’ was called off cltimatoly as o vesulr of the Jinnah-
Avchinleck parlays forther vnderlined the extrnordinary sirangencss of the sitnation.

It was this aspect of the war thut shecked and [rustrated ollicers ke Akbar Khan and
epged them on to use their own intistive regardless of their onders, They conceived a deep
distrust ol their Britisl: superiors and decided to go ahead with their operational plans Lo
nnllify the accession of fammsa and Kashwir to India by military 2ction. Tn doing 0, these
allicers risked Theit curcers and Jives Bt the strong patriotic fervoue drove all fear and
vacillation out of their mind.

The warcreated in the army a cortain dambience of discontent and dissarisficiion aminst
civil and military bigh cormmands and their conduct of war that, in their opinion, had
been both erratic and inadequate. Fronthine soldiers were left wondering a5 1o the 1eal intent
and purpose of the goveraument. 1 Kashmir had really been such a marter of LEfe-or-death
as it was made out to be in the press and the diplomatic forums then o clearer and balder
posture woukl have been muabsolure necessity. In case that was not considered prudent
and practical [or the fear ol risking a ceperal war, then an inmediate ceasation ol hostilities
and reliznce on dinlomatie means eonld have set the sililmy mind al rest 2ad, in all pro-
bability, also Frund a permanert solution to the problem. The goverument. however.
rermained divided in their mind alf along unable 1o choose between war ard diplomacy. Tt
tricd & mixtore of both watered down by too moch diffidence. inexpuericnee, inadeguacy of
war malerials and, above all, growing civilbmilitary tensions

With the wisdom of hindsight, one could ask, if we might uot kave becn better off and
better plaved in Kashmir through more susteined and intelligent diplosmacy than through
a half-hearted, wishy-washy and wayward militcry eficrt,  Coming events were {0 disprove
Pakistan's fears that formal recognition of its military presence in the operations would
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have provobed India e o general war, In any cuse. thet had been ne seeret i ol
When in Muy 1948 Sir Mohammad Fufrullah Khan, Pakistan's foreign minister. und
principal spokesman in the UNQ {Unitcd Natinns Organization) did olficially admit the
presence of the Pakistuni armed forees in Jammu and Kashmir, there was much [usor
Put o general war or even an csealition of hoslities o T & K,

Pakistan’s belaled confession came close upon some sensational and well-documented
disclosires mude by un Tndiap joornalist temed spy GR, Reddy, Alter his flight from
Srinasar where he Jwd bived and edired e weelkdy Kashmir Fises (vwned and poblished by
one Abdul Rahman Mittha,—2 barn Kashmird) Reddy settled in Peshawar along with his
boss. The twa were treated as state guests under the personal instructions of the Frontier
Chief Minister, Khan Abdul Qayyum Khan. Reddy tried for a jub in the forcign oflice with-
out luck, ueted as press adviser to the Frontier Chiel Minister and Sardar Mohanunacd
Theahim, president of the Azad Kashmir sovernmens,

He left for Iodia in Muay 1944 and on arrival m Bombay prompily reported 1o the
offices of the tabloid weekly Biitz 1o hand over all the maps and documents he had showing
Pukistan order of hattle (ORBAT) in Jammu and Kashmir. He wrote up a detailed
account of Pakistan’s troop deplovinent in th: aiea to credte @ erear deal of sensation
and maks Pakistan Took verv small in the face

The war went venoin o wevaard Sashpon sath Mecemper 30,1985, whs a1 madmighi, o
UN-sparsered  cetscfice came inte force vausing <ok frostration amers jar i
soldiers. Says Akbar Khan: [ we had decided against cesselice and cacmied on iy
world apinion would have continued 1w swing in cur fuvour and oltimately the Uniad
Mations would have adopled 2 course To hobd a pleiscite 10 K ashmir under its o compm!
and responsibility seconding to o fixed limetable, ™

Akbat Khan's beliel and failh in the effactiveness of Lhe Uniled Watiogs i lnally
succeeding to arrange o plebescite was touchiog but exaggeruted one- a piece of characteris-
tic soldietly nasvety and optimism., Akbar Khan was partioularly critical of ihe prime
minister {Linqual AL Khan al whose ‘behest” he bad preparcd the plan for the conduct
of the struagle in Kashmir, But for reasons bavond his ‘comprehension’ the government
showed *hesitation’ in the conduct of opaeations “thus losing scvaral opportunities by
taking steps when necessary and fccepling o censcfire when we were al a disudvintaye
after the Toss of Punch™,

Ayubin his Friemdy Ner Masters also ngrees that the “immin rezson for this discontent
was that we had a government which failed to discharge ity functions properly,™ When
Akbar Khan's papers were seized, wrote Avub, “we found amang them a ihesis in which he
hud aceused the prime minister and cveivhody else in the movernment of ineficiency and
mahility o give decisions’. As il to find a justilication for his own success/ul colp detat
eYen years later, Ayub, perhaps guile unsonsciovsly, ook a charitable view of Akbar's
action. “Akbar Khan's aim was to cstablish a tidier form of govarnment, He wus a
brave officer enjoving considerable prestige i (he service, but ambibious and a very
persvasive talkzr. He knew how to influence pzaple and he casi hie nzt widely and
o birusively ™
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Latzr svents wouid show that & porsuzsied S2ler” Rimeel? Avob had been infintely
roke ambitious and seecesalisl in the orlof staxging coop dcar than Albar Khan He knew
even beiter than Ris J._'IlJ'iL“ﬂLd.'r’ bul unsucessiful challenger, o to “eisl his el widely and
unobéresively’. Loss inalienl ol superior sathariis and nwers caleulaled inelvil affairs Avuls
wonld holl Ry card clossly 1o ke chest fo loave Bis opoonend gucssing abowut his huand 41
ihe very lask, He proved 1o the hilt the elfectiveness of delaved action in menceuvring for
ahsobuie stule povwer for seven long wear:. He cocld bave advanced his 1953 martial law
by sewveral vears, had he 5o wishied, bur be would rather wail untdd Lhe lust ol 1he politicians
R Taid Bis covds oin the table and ke alere keld the fromp, 0 onby ke wonld have shown
the samne uncanny calm and poticeee and the capacily for calenlated rvisk oy & soldicr, he
would Bave woas his spurs i Uhe workd war and perhape the ware {wlf in 19635

Akbur Khen had abways beo o smuvked man in the comy Lot his curstand g war
resornd and much-coveted DEO {the onby ather prouwd winner of the DSO waz an officer of
1he army medical corps whose nivae 1 Fnrgeﬂ The Kashmir wer covercd Akbar Khan with
glory and comdreversy af ihe same fime. Gracev. according to Avub, considered him
dpecnling™—and one of “the Young Teeks"™, "The canpar be wielly correct though as
Akbar had fought under Gracey duripg the war, [t was also Gracey who had recommen-
ded hint for ead eot him has PSSO, Aceovdite 1o :"-kh-.-.r hinesll Gracey had originally
wished to recommiend him for o ‘v"ﬁi‘-riﬂ Cross {VC but ot the foet that another had
already been recommended o thar and there could nol be two cendidates for the
highest award o the sanie formation I::Il ihe sne welion,

Porthermere, it wos Gracey win. inspite of Akbar’s pevuliarities andizregulas involve-
ment in Kashmie war, promoted Bim major-penseal and brought him over o the GHQ
as his chicl of the general stalf—1he mass itportant principal stafl officer {PSO) roeponsible
for training, operations, intelligance, edusition of the entire army. When Avuls came
over o the GHQ as the Can-C, Akhar lwd been alicady there as OGS for o few
weeks,

Perthaps the steangest part of fhe conspiracy wes that the CeinaC leamt of it
from Prime Minister Liaquat Ak Khan who in turn had been informed by T, T. Chundrigar,
the NWFP governor, who had been tpped off by 8 seoving army brigadier. That a
conspiracy was being hatched tiglt in the GHOQ and  under the nose of ihe Cuin-C
Bimsalf without anybody’s knowledge hardly docs credit to the military intellipence,
It was cerlainly strange that the prune miniter should have come to know of it
aooner thun the C-in-C-.-guite 3 cdse of putting the cart before the hopese.

Another bowildering circumstazee pertzined 1o the logal status of Akbar Khan and
his co~conspirater, Major-Gen, Maric Ahoned Khan i the Pikistan Army. As King's.
commissiconesd officers frem Sendharst, both remained subject to the British Aoy Act
even over Lhree years after independence. Akbar took the plea, on ks arrest, that.
as a KOOy he could not be tried wnder the Pakistan Army Act, He challenped his
dismissal order and unest both as Sillegal’. Subsequently. the comstinzent assembly
had to pass an act to bring him rewrcactively and others concerned under the Pakistan
Army Act. Flowever, that was nearly six months afler they had already been on trial
hefore 2 special tribunal,
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Ayub suys that much as be Tiked to have them tried by o courl-martial he could not do
so beoause there were alse a number of eivilidng involved. That might swell have been just
as good a reason for sctiing up & specil tribumel oy the technicul hitch arsing out of the
type of commission the accused held. Interestingi enough. Avob himsclf alony with several
other generals and brigadicrs bold the King's Commisiion and was notl subiect Lo the
Pakistan Arrey Act

The Ruwalpindi conspiruey nad deep rooes: 1t mrow m the soil of discondent and
digtenst, " wrtes Avub Kheno The gquestion 3 whiet cavased ail that “diseontert’ and “dis-
trust’. Aveh ascrthes itio - spate ol swift promotions” from junior to senior ranks.
«This ralsed expootations fo unwarranted heizhis, Uvery olficer felt that unfess he way
made commander-in-clicl nebody wronkd beliewe that he had done well in life. |

Ayl was bocky 1o keve made the grade over the beads of bus seoniors (Gonerals Hikhar
and Sher Khan died in the Junzshahi aircrash: Pak. Army No. J Mohaminad Aldbar Khan
[Rangrut] was nevey considerad for the top jub; and Raza supersedady and vicwed thoge who
followed suit either with distrust or lofiy condansaiinn. But for his towering  personality,
clipped Sandhurat accent and slegance of style he was pot very highly regarded for his
soldierly qualities. He alse had ap unmisiakable pro-Brilish bias which ostensibly earned
him the recommendation of the British CAn-C for the top job simultaneously with the
distrust and reprobation of his owa Pakistind colleagues. The Kashmic war had passed
him by helping him fo appear in favourabls eoiours to his British superiors but in quite
unflaticiing hues to these of his Pakistant colleagues who had been imvolbeed in it either
physizally or emotionazfly. The Rashmir war had indeed theown up 4 pro-and anti-British
loblby in the army and Avub was identifizd with tha Sermer vnliks Akbar Khan who vers
apendy Ted the other

A major Iandmurk in the history of the Pakistan Army. the Rawalpindi conspiracy
was essentially a kighly amateurish exercise in the scizure of state power without any serious
homewerk preceding i#, Tts roets might have beel as daep as Ayub Khan imasined b not
deep enough, The overwehelming mativation behing it would appear to be the soldier’s
Fond dredm and noble intent to change his country into o veritable utopia stimply by switeh-
ing places with  his civil and military aumrlurw Like plain and simple soldiers everywhere
else, they wish to apply their drill-square vision of perfect neatness and clockwork
precision to the clumsy, hamdrum of power pelitics. Akbar and his colleagues believed
that they would be able to maks o batterenuntry outl of Pakistan simply on the strength
af their firepower supported by good intenfions and pioti wishos. He still belieyes Pakistan
would have had a demaocractic constitution in 1951 had the "Pindi Conspiracy succeeded.

“There would have beew o dictatorship, po mactial laws, and East Pakistan would
never have bemn separated. . " [n other words Pakistan would have turned into 4 demno-
cratic drearnland, 4 lrus Ll‘i.l’.l]JuL. Byl for God's sake bove?

. The vlimate and the awesome guestion remains that of the delicate equation and
balﬂ.nt»._ between ends and means. How could democracy ever be born out of digtatorship’s
left Filh? We have tried this again and again in this country without success, 'We are trying
it now, Lot's hopeand pray we succeed ot lasr. This country has staved in the shadows
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- of war and cenp dera? Tar 1oo Tong: oat of  the lefi rib of Kashmir war was bore  the
Rawalpindi Conspiracy, oul of Ayub’s firsi brush with peonle’s power ip 1964-63 clections
was born one of the principal causes of the "63 war; out of the "63 war was born Yahya
Aned bis martial-law and its byproduct—zivil war and war—and out of Bhntro's deplsy-
mignt of the army in Buluchistan and elsewhere was born General Zia's martial law, What
had been common ull along is that i 15 either war {or o war-like simation) siving hirth
to 2 coup or & coup heading to war (19711

It js fine we broke our of the vicious circle onee and for all

..... firig, A, B. Stddigi (Retd.)
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Pakistan’s First War
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Printed helow is the first-ever expose of the Kashmir War and the
Rawalpindi Conspiracy by Mohammad Akbar Kban (MAK} the principal
figure in both the major episodes of our history.

The interviewer is Brig. (Retd.) AR, Siddiqi (ARS), Editor-in-Chief
of DEVENCE JOURNAL.
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7. Lieut, Col. Niazr Mohammad Arbab.
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4. Begum Nasim Akbar Khan.

Approbers
l. Lieut. Col. Siddig Raja.
2. Major Yusef Sethi.
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When did yvou join the Army and [rom where were you commissioned

At the end of 1933, 1 passed oot at Sandhurst and teceived the King's Commission
i Lbe [ndian Anny. o January 1934 we suiled For Dombey and Motocoo. T wias
posted (o a British Ragiment Lhe st Hampshire Regiment ststioned wl Nowshera
in Poslawar Disiret for ore vear, s the custom was, Fram Mowshera we soon
moved W Fawalpindic and spent the rest of 1934 there.

What was your parent wiit and where did you serve with it?

My parent unit in the Tndian Army wus Glh Reyal Battadion, |3th Fronticr Foree
Rifles which 1 joined in 1935 at Kohat on the North-West Fronticr. This bailalion
had foughl on the frontier und in every other wur in lhe British Empire, We
trained for two vears Jo [iontier and monntain worfare and then marchad to Raz-
ok in Wariristan where we remainzd for Two years, We took part in operaiions
against the Fagir of Ipi, Wagirisian oas the best training prownd tor warfare,
Enthusiastic officers from all over India vied wich each orher to get a posting in
Wasdnistan. Ssrvics in Woasinman vartied o gread deal of experience and at the
end of it I was awarded a medal wo, apart from the awards granted for eallantry.
T was wlad 1o find in World War 17 that the two vears that {1 had been in Wagiristan
wis the best rraining fog war that T ever liad,

Jhon Masters who was Iuter to become o [ameds writer was alse in Razmak
at the sume time. In thase two veurs we ook past in opeeations all over South
Warziristan. Jandolz, $hahoor Tungi, Asmen Munzal und so forth and also in
North Wariristan. '

In 1938, we noved from Waziiistun o Seconderabad in Hyderahod Deccan,
Woild War 11 was on the harizon and higher asthorisy had decided that my
hattalion was 10 be machanized, This was o slep in the direction of medernization
Qur fiest Tine ranspert of mules and horses wiay teplaced with trucks. In carly
1939, we trained for mechunized warfore, 1o April that vear, T procesded abroad
on six montis leave.

Later, in Ausest, while 1 was stild abroad. my old OO who wus at che war
aliice informed thar thare was likeliheod of war breaking oul, and so £ should
peturn rome, [ had o car. so T went by road from bondon to Paris and lhenee to
Crenoz in Baly where a few days latzr 1 was to carch my ship Contan Blancomane,
W sailed from there on time bug as we erossed the Red Sea, wor broke out and
ihe ship was diverzed southwards angd did not go o Bombay,

What and where were yon when the World War [F began?

When World War LI began, T was ubourd my passenger ship which changed ils
reate and want south o Batavia and then o Smgapore. Ar Singapore we changed
ships and wen: to Caleutta, From Calowtia Fwent by road 1o Seconderabad to
rejoin the baitalion, Twas then a heutenant or maybe just promoted a caprain. 1
wils given a company to command, wnd carried on our wur tranung.
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Yoop the battalion was sent (o Lthe war zone in Eriteria, | owas lefi belind 1o
join & few wif. T raise the Tth Batlalion 13¢h FF Riflz 2t Nasirabad near Afmer.
W ralscd and trained the battalion for war, During this time T attended o two-
monil air ligison course ot Peshawar, We did a Tor of flving with reconnaissance
abreraft trairing which was very handy o World War T1 because of thie large scale

af the operations.
Where did 3o s¢rve and sce action Juring the war?

Froan Masicobad we moved to Kohat where we were 1o become part ol the defences
ad Thal agzins o possible German ipvasion. At this time Hitler had invaded
Paussia. sent agenks into the tribal area to arouse them and Afghanistan scemed
ineiined towaras the Gerwans, Should Afghanistan @0 an nvasion of lodia
through the Thel and Khyber Paszy became possible,  Therefore an  claborate
systemn o anii-tunk defonees wes put up in the Thal awi Khyber Pass,

b 194, 1 was selected Lo ultend & coursc at tbe Sl College, Quetta, L
attended this course and was promotcd major and appoined a GO Adr
Liaison and posted to Trichnopely in dMadeas and attached (o the No. 1 Tndian
Fighter Sguadrom. This squadron in support ol ar infantry division was 1o guard
againsl a Jupunese threat te the Madras coast.

Iy 1942, | was posted 10 Kapgy in Cevion, «till in the rmanlk of major and as
VOQRG (Depuky Quaricy Mosier Goneral) at divisiopal FQs, Ceylon was very
pnportzng. While the Jupanese Sroov in Buoma was moving oo, o8 seemiongly
ireagistible way fiom Rungoon o Muondalay, the Brilish were also sullering alarm
frem the epgry of the Japznesc vy into the Tndian Ovewn. Covlon was con-
sidered witad on the supply roule w the Middle Eust and because of rubber 1o
Britain. Apparently, Wavell was told by the Britizh chicl of siail that the preserva-
Lon of Covlon was more essential than that of Caleutta. For ihat reason six
brigades were ¢mploved 10 hold Ceylon. 1 speru nine monihs in Ceylon. We
defended the island and cormicd out teaining in jungle warfare. But no clash
occurred in fhis area

T 1943, T wus posted Lo Bombay (o a beseh landing group. A heach landing
eraep gopnsisted of an epgineer labour batlzfion and a tota! of 3.000 technical
personael, 1 owas DAOMEG, the <enior most staff oiliwer o0 the conunader.
The heak faeding oooup wes Wotrain fora sca-horps landing on an coemy coast.
W assembled in Boanbay, trained on (he sea const at Ratnagive und then moved
o Coconada near Madres, where we waited for fuetieer orders 0 20 10 4 wWar zane.

In 1544, my conuander and 1 owent to 2 contivemce in GHIG, Delhi. We were
expecting orders 10 move to a war theatee but il fursed out that there wepe fur-
ther delays. With ihe peemission of the commander T decided (o seek an inter-
view with the military secretary (M3 to nsk for a posting Lo the war {ront. The
tnlerview was granled guickly cnough but whep [ told the seneral what T wanted,
he said that ke could not post me in my prescot vank, He said the 14th Batialion
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prestize o the owes of the people of
Pakistui.

We cxumined the antecedents of offivers
and gor rid of the douabtlul ocne:. We
tightencd up on discipline, cmbatked on
extensive 1raining exercises, snd T kept
moving around and visiwing yarious umits,
| knew thal the cancer had been removed
bui that lhere was sl & tremendous
amounl of lost greund 0 he repained.
Parudoxicab as 1t mizhl seem, 1 was, in a
setise, gratefnl that 1 had so much to do and
that T oould lose mysel in my work. for
the malaise in the political and adminis-
tralive lile of Pakistan was becoming
painful. Karachi was 2 hotbed of intrigues.
I€ was providential that army headguartess
were in Rowalpindi. [ would come back
fro vy gecasiona) wisits 10 Karachd

IYEFENCE JOURMAL

depressed and distressed, wondering what
was happening to the country. Why were
people not attending o their wark with
somie hopesty of purpese and why could
thoy not evolve some team spiiit? Why all
these faciions, dissmsions. and disputes?
And wie all this mubice and distrust b They
were all busy destroviag one another, TL
dsed to leke me theee or four days to
recever [rom a Karachi visit, 1 would then
3% o myvselfl *Karachi is gver there and we
are here; ler us tin the army.’ | Tound my
cacape in working harder and workisg the
soddiers harder.

- «Friends Nob Afasters b Mohommad
Azuh Kiran, Oxifard University Press, 1967,
pp. 3T .44
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At 11 pom. Lhe engmy, wadsr cover ¢ hauvy  poctar, seoade and  achine
aun lire charged my posidion and peactrated the porimeter. I was pitch dark
and isres hand-to-lznd fightivg cosued. Ons-Jup charged st me with a sseord. |
slwoi hint dosrr wish soy revaldver, We hod heasy cesualbtios but we beal the artack
braack. LYo to severe wiraloss jamuning. sosminueicmdion with the antitlers, wlo were
responsible for defenzive lires, failed. Wo close sunport was readily available,
The supporting batiery forward chservaton party was ool of action, having had
its officer and four Brilish othee ranks Rilled and all the semuining men wounded.
Ty Viecrow-counmiizeinned officers were Liled and Lhe thisd woundzd,

For an hour the coemy conliaued firing at owr posttions ead then aboul mid-
nighi they churped the perimiter aoiin snder hesvy covering fire. velling at the wop
of their volves and using flame throwers, They penoirsted apain. and onve ugsin
severe hamd w hund fightine ensucd. We .\L..:._'ch_crI. in throwing Lhem out amiin.
But the Japs hud manseed 1o eslablish a feetheld and diz o medium mackine
gin within twenty yards of the perimarer.

At 230 am the most deree glldck wes fannched on my posilion sopporied
by mortars. grenade dischargass aad Redsy maching gun tire, the Japs charging
and wsing fAame rhsowers, Al commisnicition had hroken down and the wight
was piteh dape, T the conresed fairing it waz diffieelt Lo assess the exact situa.
tion.  Th2 epemy weee now ali oy .,,.n'l the position und were alse engaging the
patiabicn h-..;dquh.mr:. o my rear, Slaies Coppen, whe commanded the other
company 10 mw positen i owho had broben up the Oese two attacks, reporiad
Lo roi hat Bis scotar wits o oo Thint e held out msel longer §sent a subedas
and len mer (Tom my cempeny Lo st him, Bol by now the cnemy had suceeed-
od i cstubli-ling themizelves on thil parl of Ui perioketer and Qs 0niioen was
nearly dnidhet T hed sutfered heavy casoalties. Cne oflicer, three Yiccroy-com-
missioned offcsrs ANVCO, 31 Indian orher ranks and fowr British - other
ranks were kitled. One officer. forty Indian other ranks and timee British ot
panks were wounded. 1 had only owenty cipht men lefl, S0 af 3 om 1 decided
to abandonr the position,

| ordered e imen 1o colloot the woraded wml o follow mwe oul of e puositivn
I could not move buck lowards battalion heudquariers becavse the Japs were
already behingd me and fiting from there. S0 Ldscidod Lo mave fopward to Lhe tifle
company of the other battalion an my righl. Due lo this uncxpected ling of
withdeawal the enemy mode a0 attemt 1o follow wp, At 3230 am. Toreached the
new position and was able ta re-sstablish communication with battalion hzad-
quartevs. L ropurted the situation and asked [or a congentratian af all wvailaile
arlillery o the postlion vacarsd by me before the Tap had time o ger setthad in.
Hali an hooe bater the whole of the corps ardillery. some 200 guns, brought a
conventrulion on my old position. I was a ten minules rupid Lwe cabled the sarih-
grice, 1t wus o most bearening sound. The earth shook up. §asked tor o repea
and it wis granted. The Jups yelled dnd bepan Lo strcam back in disorder. We wers
now on their ling of retreat sud so Teol cvery one to stand-to and when they came
we mowed them dovwn b fre. ond hand-to-hand fighting,
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At 6 am, §seat a patrol 1o Kanlun ‘1"uu'urhi1 and.

WEDE G0 lenser in occupation. Soat ¥
Cuz eguipanent was

I%

it reported that the enemy
.. b oreoceapled the original pozition, All

seoverad, Sty four Japanese died were counted on the

grovnd. A Further teenty eghd were fonmd ovesidle the pecmeter, Tt was estimated

thai il wolinded wege probabiy inothe vegion of 100,
tva other officers apd two wirrant officers. JTapanese

batizlion eommander,

The dead included the

cautpmead lefl included wireless sets, Qame throwers and oflicers swords.

It ws Eor

this  actier that | Jamadar Parkash Singh received the supreme

hapouwr of & posthamous award of Vietotia Cross, and Lreceived the Distinguished

Sepvice Order (DEOY General Gracey,

the divisional commander, told me later

i Palkistzn that he had reconnmended me [or the Viclonia Cross, but the higher
authorities decided thal only one Victoria Cross shaueld he awatded [or oac action

and moet two.

<

Ex-Maj, Gen, Akbar Khan:
Soldier and Conspirator

Goeaeval  AMofemimad. Albar
e Been pue af Palictan's
mowt  eisfinguivied  soldiers. Heo fougli
Palistan's  firsy ane the longost war @i
Kuskrir, peaetically from siart fo finish, oo
accovding ro hic own  eperational  pl
urctihedd  wond wperided By the swperiov
covtrterid,

Fx-Majar
Khon. PDSO,

His brove med sesiained eftors fn Kaskmir
wave us whaieser we teday have i e shape
wf Azud Kosthenir, Af the same fivee, Bue-
erer, [ eompromivad the sirict texi-hak,
prafessional divefpfine of e groy Baskiec
wx e field copmandder ard e higd oo
al the General Headguvariers it Sawalpindi,
did not see cve 1ooeve WHR each offer an
the dogalite and conduet of the wur,

Ak Bar gsstened the #fe of Turks ofter e

ARS:
MAK:  Amonemy Indian colleasies

mizhi have bren some of whoso J
ARS:

fegengdury Musline commmnder who burnt his
Dogry v Spaln to waerone down the choiee of
Sl anen e the oivesne befere and e
swr Befiin,

Fuor Abbae Kashuie e neck or nothing,
glary or fnndifation. victary o defeat - i
thort — o war of the faef ehjzctive involving
the very evigtence of kiv newiv-born country.

He did poi dose the v roetically Bt his
couritry i e the Tevel of grand steavery.
ARBar Bfamicd an nresponsive, LSV
thetic British hieh command of Rowalpindi
g gn cffere cemteal govermman of Korachi

e fhe taine, Beestclnsive sutomde.

fhel of his deop vense of frustrafion over
the wap the nge bt Keshatie ended was born
anper againsg s milfitary supeviors aed
civilion feadership o yorve av the principal
hresder of his wmsuccesfnl cong d'lar two
Fees feler.

Foow raany ﬂf vour other Tnﬂiun rnE[mgucs, dlﬂ also win this hlgh award?

on the Burma front nope got the D8 0Lw.but there
AN L Aware,

Wherce were you posicd o8 the eve of partition and when did you actually arrive mz

Pakistan? Please deseribe your feelings as o Pakistani officer.
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On the eve of partition, | was posted at Naw Delhi, { waz 2 licut. eolonel and a
member of the Armed Forces Parlition Committee. Parlition cume on the 1dth of
August 1947, My work continved up to the 27th, 1 was totd to trave by train to
Pakistan but | had a new car which T wanfed to take with me. So [ went by road
on the X8k, 1 travelled slone in uniform armad with a riflc and a revolver. | was
told that at Jallunder Licat. Colone! Ayub Khan (later Field Marshal Avub Khan)
of the Roundary Force would meet me to escort me for the 1est of the way. 1
veached Jallunder on time amd went 10 the repdesvons but there was no sign of
Ayub Khan. So 1 proveeded on my journey [or the rost of the wav, All along the
routes there were communal riots and bloodshed. T was stopped several times
ad questioned but T pretended to be a non-Muslim officer on duty on my way
to Amritsar. That evening I reached thé border and crossed over into Palistan
Wy feclings as a Pakistani olficer were anthisiastic.

I¥d you have your own mental pictore of the fuénre of the Pakistan Army and of
Fakistan?

I did not have my own mental picture of what the luwre of the Pakistan Army
would be except that the British officers would be replaced by Pakistanis gradually
and the organization would be what it had been in World War Tl which had hean
very successful, dbour Pakistan, § had a mere specific mental picture. | expecied it
woutld be a free and imodern countey where we wondd be in the majority and where
the British pattern of demorracy would preveil

Bashmir War

When did you get yonrself actually involved in Kashmir operations? Was it a regnlar
posting or you volunieered and posted yourself te fight regardless of proper orders?

Lzot mysellactually involved inthe Kashmir operations in the first week of Nov-
ember 1947, Tt was not a regular posting and [ went into fight regardless of proper
orders. The tribesmen had withdrawn from the front and 2 vacuum was created.
1 was asked desperately by Tskander Mirza on behalf of Prime Minister Liaquat
Ali Khan to restore the fighting at the front. | agreed becamse T felt something
hiad to be done.

Would it be right to assume that the reaction of the British High Command
to your veluntary involvement in the Kashmir Operations had not been too
pogd ?

Yes, it would he right to assume thut the reaction of the Beitish Migh Command
b my involvemznt an the Kashmir Operutions in u voluntary capacity
was adverse.

d Clandestine Qperatian

Can you recull the earlier stages of the Kashmir operations before you took over?
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A few weeks alter Pavtition, § wus osked by Mian ifiikhacuddin on behalf of
Liaguat Ali Khan to prepare 2 plas for action in Kashmir, T found thet the Army
wis holding £000 rifles for the civil police. T these could Be ziven to the locals
an 2ymed uprising in Kashunir could be organized at soitable places, T wrote a
plan on this basis and gave it o Mian Tfikhareddine [ was called to a4 mesting
with Lizquat Ali Kltea ut Lahore where the plan was adopled, responsibilities
ahlotted and orders issued. Evervihing was to be kept secret lrom the Army,

In Scptember the 000 rifles were issued at various places and the trst shols
were exchanged wilh the Muharajuh's troops and the movements gathered weighi.

On the 24th of Cxlober a tibal Lashkor atacked Muozaffarabad and success-
tully caploeed. il. The nexd duy they advanced und captured Ui, On the 26ih
they occupied Baramula.

On the 27t Modacajeh fed from Srmagar and acecded 10 Lwiie. That even-
ing Liagnat Al Kban hefd a mevting at Luhore ro which T wos invited, "This was
to vonsider whal action 4o tuke in view of the expecred Dndian intervention in
Rashmir, ! proposed that o tobal lashkar should aerzek Fanunu as this was the
focal point through which Indian troops would be soing to Kushnir, This pro-
posal was not accepted Tor Tear of provoking war.

That evenipg the Quait-c-Azam was ahko in Lahore and swording to Alan
Campbell o Missimr with Moanfbarten the Quaid had ordered that fammu
should bu attacked by (e Army. But this order was not carried out.

Two days later on my own initztive 1 wend to the Seingsar oot o see how
the tribesmen were doing. They were at the dth milestone from Srinagar held
up by a roadblock with a machine jun, L carejed ot a. thorough reconnaissance and
saw that the town was surrounded by water which blocked entrance Irom out-
sicke. However, the roadBlock could be overcome by an armoured car. T rushed
back to Pindi and soon lound that Colonel Muasud with three armoured cars
was willing o o as volunteer in plain clothes. Then Lrang up Kasachi and spoke
t0 Raja Ghanzanfar Ali Klian (Mirister for Kashmir Affairs) to ask for per
mission, Permission was cefused. Thus ne help went to the toibesmen and they
remained held up al the nelestone.

A week laler, finding the groumd unsuitable for their tactics they broke off
eugagenent and withdrew to Urj, from where also they threatened 1o withdraw
1o Abhotlabad, An Indian brigade advanced from Srinagar and veeupicd Buramula,
+ was atb this stage that [ was earnestly regoested to go to T and restore the
fighting,
Trital Laghkars

How good had been the performance of the tribal lashkars? It is belicved that chey
broke their ranks and went for loot just when they were within sight of Srinzgar?

The performance of the tribal lashkars had been excellent where the yrownd
was suitable for rheir siiping and hit-and-run tactics. T five days they reached
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Sezmues foom Murefazaibed, When the fiibesmen isachou' (b sulshirts of
srinngar 4 the fad week of Coloher 17, they were hield unlr rowdblock st the
4th mrtlestane, The arvund G Both il of the reingd oty under watgrnd there-
fare masuited Far overuent o Faol, The inibesmer liseked the Hook down
the sapddne ware sibjostod 107 Beavy casmiliies b P ol g Yice. T dind
st ateived o the st abous midaighl wises this, | come Lo (ke conslasion that
fhie  Feiharnen aesdedl e I~..=]-_. el urmoured  gRey Lo oveved e The macline
gun fife rewablocl and ther they would e able to enter Srinapar. |1 rushed back
d-1 foupd L C doriel Maseod of the Cevalry whn Sobittecred to
g with witraop of wehuifeors 2l their own risk and clear the ohsicis, 1 ten
sk 40 5 ant nI nbintar Raju Ghazanfar AU Khan who was presest in Piodi to
gat permission from the Prime Mindsier. He rang up K._;m:-u bl parmisgion
Wi '1-‘f wianrzd,  Thuy no Tlp went 1o enable the tribesmicn to epder Rrinagat
ani §er anather wock they withdrew from the oulskirts of Szinagar Tt is u
COrIBCT 10 SaY thnd they broke their ranks and went for loot just when they were
withik tighi ol S!‘I.'L&ﬁm’.

Tt was purt of their agrcement with Major Khusshid Anwai ol the Muoslim
Leazue National Guards who was their kadsr that they would loot non-Moslins.
Thev had no other temuneration.

Major Khurshid Apwar had heen sn emerseney  comadsionsd officer in
World Wiee T ia the Subply Corps of the Indisn Avnm: Then i had Folned the
Muslim Teague apd he had beer appoinied commmarder.of the Musihn Lesgue
MNationa]l Gunads, In September 1947, when the Frive Middeter lnpehed te
movement of the Kashmir strugole Kburslid Anwas sag sppainted. Commander
of the Northera Scetor, Khurshid Anwar thos went to Poshawar aoifd witly the

upparent help of Khan Qayyum Khar caised the lnshier which assemblod at

Abbotiabad and with which he :JanuI Muzaffarabad or 1he 2dth sl Dclobat
E9 — reached Bargmulz where be dulssed the  Tashiar Tor two dass For soras
urkna Wik Teasu

Poo woeke luter, Be left [hr- Kashnye front dhpur“ﬂg from Usi dith (he

“lashkdr T e et weel of Novamber: [t was after thia t,!:.ﬂ, i Lll.rwéd o Lthe

siittas and homan aeain where the tribeamen had it s

5

ihane Abfal Qayyum [Li'l.'l."l u,_:,fl apiavenlly helped Major Khusbyd Anwar

ik ke siising of the ushker on dn fronties, Therealer he contianed: o take
astiventorest in Kaghmie and bolpad with the lribel - leshkars thronsed the

Bastmir ocperationg:

o -logr did yan Sty Do e Thﬁ-h!:'mr Srad .;md “-Imr ma]-}r upermrm'-'. did you iigilt
tiere R e

| stiyed on the Sashmir front for sz months Lo baoia with and then want away
fﬂr__ur tl'lfm.ki'l -i’J Ku_.umi 16 tzke "Hc* Con s of bﬂ:_,' u_ dnl .;:;um, hack
g FE 4T SN mEsRR s el Y g pirhic
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the Ve Sond with oy Brigads o mect the ladiar ofieosive, There | remained tii
coasciite s E--.'Ll.'i‘.[lb-‘.:_. 1948,

I '.“w-' P g B oot i-'_l s T" i had Grly 2 dostn mea and the
; £ UL Wo burat s bridee 2t Ul and Doaided and armed

er fite. Tn & forinight

relinions, Ender my

son U and Punch
panrd heen i under

um_i they flushed
i ff"l.. I:‘If
L the war with
ar L asssr in all

Tf wis pr Uhis ghiee et forelgn corresnoendy

gy an Coeder ont of chioos”

owEs v 1 the flending and e paopic
stores &

o
UL S o

A ovecLicers, Trihesnoe came from sl o

W ovoarndnimed the raveiaon 2i Bagh ;:,—..-} ek o Do Lhe tehsil, We

g s dscleis Tanch fram the Srinscue. We coptured

Frionand thaywkolewme T o=ide: o7 e rmnad  hetween

et AT Td ek 'l b B T

L e

=mowe tosh control of the

G il Ingdin reniiag @ afepaive ot Lo Urs Srors weikoa division 1
ifis T oaix wesws fichting we
STooAvrmuer 1o ger-attacked and

in (i
hed ore

bronait £

et vctad CTnhang § edesd sruars mites

‘Gen, Larvig: @riqin

cidor of the Azad Kashmir

Ny did you svswe e o of Tavig as fhe o
foreps!

reom the Trdians,
..::5::,-1-:* of burning

aa, And
L by the

Vbt wove yomr major siistalize. Boilings, wed wegiioogses durlag the Kashmir
flaptst Speg ¥

T (s Rent faw moning of the Faskmr fghting hefors coue avmy went in, the
Wlijor woaltness wis the shovtape of weaoons and ammuunitien, The tribesinen
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brought their own rifles but the Azad Kashmiris had 1o depend on Pakistan
Ammunition was shorl for both,

In May 48 when the wrmy wont i s roiz was pusete delensive o prevedt
the Indian avmy from occupying Azad Kashmin, From then onwacds the major
weakness was the lack of wir supaor on our side while the Indion Ajr Foreg fully
supportad thait wemy, The major mistake of the arrmy was that i did not place
sufficient troops aceoss the fanune-Fanch road and thus failed 1o slop the Indians
from relieving Puneh in Getober 48 which had been surrounded and et off for
Aine wonihs by the Azads and tibesmen,

Were you happy with the circumstance under which ceaschire in Jammy & Kashmir
was atcepted by the Pakistan Government !

Mo Twns not huppy with the crcameretces under whoeh cossciire was HACCE L
by our Governmens.

Wihat further advantape. in vanr vpinion. could we gain bad we dechded dpainst
ceasclice!

If we had devided azains: cousgiire urd carpiad on fishring world opinion vould
have vontinesd 10 swing in aar fuvour and uitinately United Nutions would have
adopted a course 1o hald o plediseite in Knshnie under its nwn controls and tes-
ponsibility aceordinge o o Daed timck:bie,

A Bisgruntled Ofuec!

Will it be right to assume that ¥ou had not been too happy with #he Pakistan
Gvernment’s overal] conduct ot the Kashmir erisis 2nd war either at the military or
the diplomatic Tevels? My own impression of vou had been that of a higihly intelli-
gert and disgrontled ofiicer. Wonld yor subseribic fo that?

Bis right 1o assume that 1 had net been oo huopy with the Pakistan Govern-
ment’s overall conduet of the war and crisis. Twas Sisgruntled because of that.

d you. along with some of your colleagues ever seriously plan to overthron the
Government ! Yon weuld not often make 1 seeret of vour dissatisfaction with various
zovernment policles, very particulacly, those cancerning Kashmir and e oational-
isatimn of the armed forces, 1s that correct

We ¢ not serinusly plun Lo avertrow and U Py he government. Bal we were
dissatisicd with various governmens polivies, patticularly those concorning
Kasfinir and we wanted to foree the governor-gencral to hold clections and
to lake wetion in Kashmir, Bo# even this ides was shandoned al the s mezting
held ui my house,
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When were you promgted major-geoeral and posted 2t dhe GH ay chicf of the
general staff?

Lwas promoted major-general and posted a1 GHO ane chicf of the seRzral sl
in Decomber 1950,

What sort of a6 cquation did you have with the two Cs-in-C -Generals Gragey and
Avub?

My relationship with both the Cs-in-C was normal. General Craccy Wi very
appreciative of my work s a soldier, and he openly said so.

Condnet nberoming?

Greneral Ayub took over as the first Pakistani Army chief in Jaruary 1951, Barely
two months [ater you, aleng with several others, were arrested for conspiracy to over-
throw the gorernmcat 2nd arrest vour own chief, Prima Facie that was conduct un-
becoming of am officer and 2 gemtieman in the strict British military tradition,
Weald you like to comment?

Nobody had ever suggested arresting Avub Khan or anyone else. My dissatis-
faction with the government polivies was genuine to my thinking, and due to
purcly patriotic reasons. | was tried for it under an legal Act, and paid the price
for it. 1 do nol consider my conduct tnbecoming of 2n officer and a geatleman:
but that of 2 patriot. ready to lay down his e for his COURLTY.

What was the “Pindi Conspiracy® all about?

We were dissatisfied with various goveriunent policies, particuladdy 1hose con-
cerning Kashmir, the story of which is kaown to all including my role there,
which resulted in liberating all the tereitory which is today Azad Kashmir in
which 1 was known as General Tarig.

We considered bringing pressure upon ihe governor-gsneral  in whatover
way possible to hold elections, and to take actien in Kashmir after all we had
already achieved which was no meun achievement. But even this ilea WiLE
abandoned by us at the last meeting held in mv house.

I do feel thet the judgement of the *Pindi Conspiracy” should not to have been
kept & secret, but brought oul in the open. the trial was a secret one, and the
judgement is still kept a secret even after 32 vears! Why *This raises more questions
in my mind. and 1 fze] deprived of what perhaps would be made public in my
favour? Favouralle or net, the secrctiveness has causcd jnote controversy and
misunderstandings regarding the whole affair, in the minds of (hose who are
interested and the public.
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Could veu reenll some of ¥our feelings as 4 prisoner of conscivns during years of
captivity !

My feclings during v imprsonmen: uver spcis o lenzye Lime werg Mty and
varied, which 1 cunmol w2 the present momeot, recull in their entitely, bot thess
vome generally in the following order:

fe) Why have | bees arresied

(b The recalling of all T had done as u soldier for MY Countey

(e The risking of life in the Kachmie sur o liberuting the rerritary thar s
today Azad Kashmir,

() And naturally as 1o whet would be che witirmare nuceme of i all

1 suffeced maost in the Multan Jul while andergeing soliary conlinement, purticy-

Jlarly having heen taken there as a civilian prisojt, against which my conscience

tebelled. T would have profercad 1o be a0 prisoner Wnder military law, that being
the proper legal rrocadire.

Laler bemmgan opumist by nature, Fdecided 1o da the best for ry delenee, and
o gocept the ingvitable——even if it nwant the death penalty, 1 beeame cheerfl
and lived 4 day foday exislence, sharing jokes with iy fellow prisaners, wihich
wits bevond the comprehension of some of them. At no time did Leansider mysell
guilty of a erime punishable with deatly, my intentions never having heen of
USUrngE power--nower for myself,

Main Motivg!
What find heen the principal metivation behind the whale Rawalpiodi Faux pax?

The prinvipe! motivation behind the whoie Rawalpindi Conspiracy had been
the desirc that the government should take action in Kashmir, The more was
deluyed this, the more time would fuvour fndia to consolidate her position in
Kashmir, which India did and contrive 1o Jdo,

Did vou ever regret your role in masterminding the elfort and its abortive cod

Yes, it has bren a matter of roevet 1o me sometime that 1 hrought =0 much trouble
to bear on mysell, my frietds and our fanulies.

Would you agree that the Rawalpindi Conspiracy or what von mav call it, was the
first military conp, even if abortive, attempted jn Takisian”

Yes, i woubld be right to sav that. the Pindi Cuonspiracy was the rse: mil gy
coup attgmpted i Paldstan, Tt
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Would it be unfair to assume thal the conspiracy was in Tuct the precursor of fatyre
military conps and mactial Yaws in the couniry !

Had he Pindi Couspirwey sucveeded. Pakstan  would Dbave Thad o demo-
wratic constitution in 1931, action would have been taken in Kashmir and Kashmir
would have become o part of Pakisten. There would have been no dictarerships.
o martial laws, and East Pakistan wonld not huve separated. Thos there was no
resemblance between the Pindi Conspitacy and the coups and marlial taws that
foNowed alterwards.

It would be unfaic o assume thar the Pirdi Conspiracy was the forerunner of
future military coups und martial laws in the country. In the Pindi Conspiracy
there hus been no intended establishitent of mililary dictatership and imposition
af martial law. We had only contemplated the holding of fuir elections, the
framing of 4 constitution angd the edtablishment of a parliumentary democratic
Fovernment,

Would you glve 2 bricl description of the top ebvil and military lendership of Pakistan's
earliest years?

Wilh regard to @ Bricl description of the top civil and wiliiary leadership in the

carly vedrs of Pakistan 10 s my belief ihat the Quaid-c-Aram, who was the

governor-gensral, was cntircly constitntional wiis wanted to establish 2 modern

demineratic state in Pakisinn. Bot unfortunutely, he died before he could give

the country a copstitotion. Khawaja Nezimpddin who took over as governor-
cengral was a decent and demoeratic minded pereon ot he was neffective. The

mantie of leadership thus fell on Lianguat Al Khan who was the prirne minister

He was 4 1nan of moderate temperament and pleasant encugh to work with, Tt was
o hig behest that T prepared 2 plan for the conduct of the stiugele in Kashmi

witich be accepted and Taunehed the mevement. But theraafier. for reasons which
are beyond nwy comprehension. ke showed hesitation in the condunet of the opera-
tions thus losing seveeal opportunities by not taking steps when necessary, and
decepiing 4 ceasefive when we were at a disadvantage after the loss of Punch.

The military ieadership in Pakistan was livst in the hands of General Messervy
who was C-in-C for six moaths and thepin the hands of General Gracey wha
remained C-in-C updo 193t

What was commoil behvoen you zed yoar civilian eolleagees or collzborators ?

What was common  between e and my ewil'an cellcagues was that the BOVETT~
ment hiad fafled i the conduct of ihe Kashmir opeations. losing several oppor-
Tunitics, taking wrong decisions, not taking steps when necessary and accepling
4 ceasclre at a time when we wers ut o diszdvantage after the loss of Punch,
Furlher, whereas Indix lud piven jtself a constitution within a few months after
parlition, in Pakistan il ook theee and o half years to pass onlv an shjectives
resclution which amounted to nothing, What was needed was a general election,
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a eematitucion, 2 parligmentary democratic povermraent before which the Kashmir
tasue along with other issues could be placed.

JFats et al!

Could youw recalt some of the prineipal traits and characterisiios of some of vour
triends?

Recalting some ol the tads and  characteristics of some of ny Triends- -Fade
Ahmad Fair was a jonrnakist by profession being editor of the Fatistan Times hut
he was & poet at heart and was sensitive in natuee, Rot e was ¢lam in temperament
and accepied the situstion os il was, He continved to write poetey and sometimes
recited Ghalib to ns, Major General Maziv Ahmad was known to moe the ongest,
having served together in the sanwe battalion of the 13th Frootier Force Riflos.
Ifg wae relimons and honest bot ke was 8 bit oversensitive 1o the evidence that
turnad up against him dupng the trial now and then. Brioudier Latif had roeeived
the Military Cross dweing Workd War 1T, 1E5 altitude was that of 2 brave man.,
defending himself stoully during the ezl but he was very religious and furned
to prayers for the {uture of which he remained optimistic. Colene! Ziauddin had
a graat sense of humour 2nd he reised the moralz of evervbody up. TTe was in-
charge of the messing urraneements and gave us gxcellent food.

Tt was weperally believed that ¥oar late wife bad in fact been the moving spicit bebind
the plot. Wonld you agree with the impression”

Ido awet spree with the tmpression that my late ox-wife was the moving spirit
hehind ths plol. She had infact nothing to do with the conspiracy. She was teicd
along with us and was found not guilty,

Huw far would you hold yoursell responsible for the failure of the plot? It was zaid
that at the ilme of ¥our arrest vou had on your person certaia scnsitive ducuments
concerniny the plot that vou were supposed to have thrown anay. Is that correct”

Lo oot hobd myself responsible for the Fulure of the plot, The faet is 1hat at the
last meeting on the 23l of February 1931, we had all eateporically decided to
abandon the idea. So far as we were concerned that was the end of the mutter. In
our case e agreement bad been reached to carty oul any action. A certain bri-
padicr, who later beeome a lieul-generel, had informed the government.  Action
against ws followsd after we had given it up, A proper court of law, trving us under
the existing laws, without change, would not have found us goilty. Instead we were
tried by a spreial tribueal, secotedly, under kyws specially amended for this case.
Even the judpement of this rribunal was never made public. Tt might have been
thai Lhere was u dissenting judgzment,

At the time of my arrest au sensitive documeants  were :':f'nun& or My PRrsan
which 1 had tricd to throw away.
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What had been the most tense moments of your trisi !

It is difficult to say what the most ferse moments of the toal had been. The irial
lasted 1% months withowt 4 break and every day had its tense moments. But |
had Temained calm throughout and helped my defence counsel with questions
Eor the ctoss examination of the witnesses,

A Pakistam or a Vrinsh Officer ?
Why were not yon court-magriealled”

The unswer to the question why 1 wias not eourt-martialled is that the government
had every advantage Lo gain from not adhering to the military law. Under the
roifitary law, when it became known that some conspiracy was afoor, it was cssen-
tial that a milliary court of enguity should be held at which 1 wonld have to be
present to cross examine vhe witnesses. Alter such an enquiry enby it could be
deeided whether theee shoold be a conrl marlinl or aot.

Instead of following the procedurc of the milidary Jaw. e government de-
cided to take action against me first and then amended the laws specially 1o try us
by a special tribunal, On the 9th of March 1951, T was arrested and dismissed
from scrvice by un order of the povernot-pencral under the Palistan Army Act.
On this order of dismissal, which was served on me, [ wrote that the order and
my arcest were both illegal. Twas a King's Commissioned officer and subject to
the British Army Act in which dismissal is possible only after court martial. It
was only after six months later when T was on trial before the tribunal that the
congtituent assembly passed the act making me subjecetn the Pakistan Army Act
with retrospective effecl.

By not adiiering to the procedure of the military law. the Government
maincd by the fact that the whole enquiry was held in my absence after mv dis-
missal and arrest, Thus evervone being free to say what they liked. During this
time a special law was made called the Pindi Conspiracy Act in which beth the
provisions of the Fvidence Act and the Penal Code were amended. This Act
was wholly illegal, and thus afler conviction when we had gone ona habeay corpus
petition before Jostiee M, R, Kyani of the Lahore High Court. He had aceepiec
oule petition and ordeted our relense on bail.

There was alse a  senior—in fact 1he semiormost serving Pakistani air force
officer—Air Commodore Fanjua invalved in the conspiracy, When and fiow did you
come in contact with him?

With regard to Air Commodare Janjua, | hud knowa him since before partition
when at Delhi we had served tomether on the Armed Forces Pay Hevision
Committee. e had 2z gond war recond. wos: vervy datellipent and on ardent
Pakistani.
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When in 1947 the liberation movement started in Koshmiz and 1 was conduct-
ing operations in Kashmir, he visited mc there and zave me enthusiastic encourage-
ment and assistance in the shape of clothing and ammunition fram the Air Force
depots without permission from the Ajr Coin-C'

After ceasefice in Kashmir in December 1948, he wis of the belicf that
Kashmir nurst become part of Pakistan a* an early date, He was the seniormost
Pakistani oflicer in the Air Force and would have become the first Pakistams C-in-C,
lad his career not been interrupted.

What did you plan to do had you succeeded in your coup altempt
The znswer to the guestion, is as follows —

We would bave purspaded the governor-general, who was the constitutional
hiced of the state, to dismiss the Prime Minister and dissolve the constituent
ussemnbly for failure fo give the country & constitution in three and 1 half
vears wheteas In Tndia s constininion had been adopted in the first six months
after mdependence. (This i3 not correct since the Indian constitution was
ddopted on January 26, 1950 or just a little lessthan two vears and a half
after independence- - Editerb—and for failute to take snitable aetfon  in
Kashmir,

The governor-general would carry out the administration of the country with an
interim govermment ul the centrs appointed by him from elected members of the
ruling partw. The provineia! governments would CiEFrY O as they were but st
the centre the governor-general would be assisted By an advisory military
cotnil,

Fitsl, u new constituent assembly would  be elected 1o frame a democratic
constitution for the conntry. Sseondly an internal freedom movernent would be
statled in [ndizn Kashnir on the lines of the Pulestine Liberation Organization
{quite appareatly an aflerthoupht as no such urganization ever existed in 1951,
- ~Editer—which would he materizlly supported and maintained until Tadiy
agrecd to hold 4 plebiseite inKashwir under the supervision of the United Nations,
Thirdly, under the new constitution general elections would be held to bring into
BXIStence A purliament and fo furm a pew clocted soverament which would take
over from the interim government,

Adler this the members of the advisory military counedl would  sverl o iheir
mititary dutics—which woald bave mtt e hack 23 an army officer which is what,
1 wunted o he

Thus, it wiil be seen that if the Pinds Conspiracy had  suecesded the country
would have had a democratic constiluticn by 1952 and Kashmir would have he.
come 2 part of Pakisten considering the fact that with action we had previaush
reavched within four milss of Stinagar,’ '
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Life After Heleage
What did vou do wilh vourself aftor your release ”

I did not complete sy sentence in prison. But was veleased afler doing ouly fouwr
amd & half years, by an order of fustice M, R, Kivani on our petition that the
Pindi Conspiracy Acl under which we were tried was illegal.

Alter releass meoch of my Lo was tahen by caring my Hyving i bushiess and
paimng possession of my shave 1o the property that my father had left. 1 also
entered pulitics by joining the Avami League of Mr. Hussain Shaliced Suharwardy
who had been my delence counsel in the Pindi Conspitacy ttial and whe now
Decame primeg mimister. T was made o member of the central workinge commitlee
of the Awami Teague.

For two weurs | attended  the eveming classes ar the Law College, Lahore and
in 1963 got the degree of LL B, Tn 1968 when Ttook up residence at Karachs
[ took up practice at the High Court, Karachi, which 1 continued till December
1971 when I joined the new government of Mr. Z. A, Bhulto. During this period
T also wrote and published the bock Raiders i Kasfunir,

When did vou decide to joi politics and the PP

[ decided to join palitics sonn alter mv relzase in 19331 joined the Awani League
L jomied the PPE s Lbad,

What had been voay role as fop party office bearer”

Upon joinmips the PPP. 1 was appointed 1 member of the Central Cuomunittes
which dealt with alt poiicy matters. T was panticularly consulted on defence and
matters relating fo the Army, T was piven the special task of organising the
People™s Guard,

When did yon become the chairman of the National Secority Conncil?
I did not becomez chainman of the Mationl Sccurity Council but nuw Hrst appoint-

ment. wpon joining the government in December 19T, was adviser to the
President on national sceurity. So Tdenlt with all national security matters,

T¥d yom have aoy role o play in the dismissat from servige of Gen, Gul Hassan, the
last armay commander-in-chiel under Mr. 7., A, Bhotta?

Mo, il wag nol my ided or suapestion to deemdss Gan, Gul Hassan from service,
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How has Jife treated vou since your retirement? Have van any reflections, any
thoughis to offer?

L believe that hife treats one geacrally aceording o0 cnes personsl atlitede tawareds
sircumstances; nevertheless there are certain incidents which stand out and these
incidents make one huppy or upscl. As Thave stated befere Thave been an optimist
most of my life, as sech the things which would kurt most. have been penerally
ignored by me, or taken in my stride. but some peopls did behave as though 1
was an “untouchable”, and T have been Lreated os u “suspect’ by all governments;
but T have been treated with gread respoct alse. and still am. infact people from
all wallcs of life, whom T have never met. kave come up to re just to shake
hands: or 0 take an avtograph!
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Field-Marshal Ayub’s Version of
Rawalpindi Conspiracy

I touk owver as Commander-in-Chief an
b7 January 1930, General Cracey did noo
say very much to me when he was leaving.
Wot much can be done in handing over smud
taking over a job like this and the new man
must start all on his owie, Bat he did men-
tion 10 me. somowhat vaguely, that ther:
was a ‘Young Turk® Party inthe army, |
wanted 1o know what he meant by that.
He was not very explicit, but did say that
thare were some peouliar people, like Akbar
Khan. Two ot three months later the Akbar
comspiracy, which came to be known as the
Rawalpindi Conspiracy. was discoverad.

1 learnt of the conspiracy from Prune
Minister Lizguat Al Khan. He was o1 an
glectioneering tour at the time and scnt
for Iskander Mirza and mec to meet him at
Sargodha railway statioin. He had called mc
from Lahore and lekander Mirza (tom
¥orachi. Tarrived about an hour and 4 half
gatlier than Tokander Mirsa. T noticed
that the Prime Minister was a little restleas.
This was unusual hecause he normally
maintained an impsccable calm and never
showed any sizas of ill-temper, He ingaited
about Iskander Mitza and said, *“What ha:
happened to this damned Jﬁalim.’-r Why
lias he not turned op so fae ™

Tt was lonch fime whes Iskander Miuirza
arrived. The Prime Mimster asked us fo
join him at lench and throughout he
coutingerd to talk 1o us in & normal, almaosi

casual, wayv, When lunch was over, he
leamed buek aand said, *Centlemen, 1 have
Tad news Yoy vou. I has come Lo my know.
ledee that o military coup 1o overthrow the
government has Been plunmed by certain
army officers and it i going to be put inlo
effect very woon’. 1 immediately asked lor
darails, He gave me the Null text of Lhe
repor! which he had received flom LT
Chundrizar who was then Governar ol the
North-West Frontier Province, T sugoasted
wi should check the facts before taking
any action,

Likmnder amd | weat te Peshawar ty see
the Governor and the police oflicer who
had passed on the weport to him, and also
the informer. T spoke to the Governor and
Tater met Kignl, the police officer, Kiani
did net want to cxpose his informer bul
we linaily got hold of him. Wiile T question-
ed Kiani, Iskander Mirza intevrogated the
informer. 1t was soon clear that an op-
eising had been planned. One of the conspi-
cators was Brigudicr Siddique Ehan whoe
fiad served in my unit at ong 1ime and was
then commanding o Brigade at Bannu. He
was 2 rather unstahle type, emotional and
impulsive, { sent an aircraft for him and
tofd him, ‘Siddigue, you tell me the truth
or I shall string vou upside down’, Siddigque
demicd all knowledes and claimed that the
teport was complercly false. We allowed
him to g0 back to Baanu, On arrival there
e rane up Colonzl Arbab at Thal who, as
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thal L was no frient of Palisoon, He did
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this sudden devaluation of the hipher posts
wiich prodused fantestic idoas and ambis
tions m peonle

Than thare was the diehiing in Kashmir,
It started anan irrcgular cammpaign. Soldicn
and officers were oul o thar awnewith
Tittie dizeotunty from hesdquaricrs and with
cotsiderabic yecponsthility  praced W the
hands of junior olficers,

Bor Ttk the oy vgasm for - i
discontant was that we had 4 sovernment
which falled to dischere: s funclions
properly. Whai Akbar i han's pupary were

seizad we Fotnd among them a thesis in

whivh Te Had ubdused the Pringe Mmistar

atd everybody else dn the sdvernment of

inoficieznsy aud ingbility to glve decisiony,
Alchar Ehian's aim was Lo estabhish o tidicr
farm of sovernnient. Il was & brave
officer enjoying considerable prastizs in the
service; hirl anbitions aoad & very papsid-
sive talker. He kueow how to influence
peoplz and he had cast his net widsly
and unobtrosively,

Alrhoueh | never thopght for o modnent
that ks conld be plinoing to overtbow the
government. T Bad glways been a hithe
suspicious of him, T koew of hiis ambition,
of his Family Backeround, and alsa of his
political leanings. Whiat, 25 Commander-
in-Chief. T had to promois ceriain officers
to the rank of Maor-Gencral, ciudipp
Albar Khin. T podetsd for some
time what T should do° with hifm. | decidead
to past him to <zancral Headgmariess as
Chief of Genapal Slaff. 1 d5d this to edsuie
that haremainsd wnder my o umd also ot
i disest command aftronps. Tooticed that
a5 Chleloleners] Saflf T wasinsimad lo
aeelanl hae dnties and anent g 1ot of fime
in Azl Bashale in mesting b Sndbans
and erissu Foeave him ong or fwa tasks
which be did nol complete in L 1 by
told him. Tor cxumple, that he  should

3

areang: Ahe procusament - of hard retions
such 23 copcentrates which were necassary
for our mon emploved in cnemy fercitory.
Hetkept avoiding ane T usd | o myeslf
fthis man is cither miffitiont or bns not got
his hegpt in the Jols o by mind is working
on something elze’. Tt wis a Kind of pres
monition,

Tis whole-aifie comsasa prant whoek 1
meand foall fehisthinkine peaplecin the
army, The présiies ofthe urmy hud repeive
ed o gricvons Dlow, Peopls could lepiric
mataly dsk What Kind of 2 shicld hod they
gal. The ormy had Inberiled. o grear oo dis
{ion of 1oyvaity, scnsc-of duty, pateinlionm,
grnd eamplete nibardmation to cvil outho-
rity. Mo one could Pretping that when the
eaimtey wis 0 a giffiende sitaatan Ohis
great instrmusnt af siability okl Drove s
vilnarable, 1 ahnddar do think what wauld
have hipoaned o the emy did the shuntey
if the conspivacy bad guceesded, Thers wers
twea posaible widws ofF s soecceding: ane,
swift and eonplele guossss withond any
clagly within tho armed Forces, bocadse the
comsnitaties wardd Tene plased nzople like
pyash and othar loval seniog army officers
nnder arrssl, hefore W could lale any
goymter-action, Tihe army mighl of nient
nat have dcoented Wik chutee, Toany caes,
thera wonld bavgbeen a penind o7 campleir
confusion. And then if Akbar Khan and
hiz itk hid been <lavar snoush, haey

and cantrol the situation. On the other
Bemd, e chances wers thal some of s
might have wol an ipdling and moyed
teonpeto anticdpile and siuater the astion
af the consmraiars. The rosull woold have
been 1 clash betwsnn anits 0T e Palistan
Army. IF that had hepdsncd, (he Indian
Army would have marchad o, That was
what § was really 4Prid of T ghickhy re-
coversd from the shobtk End st out ¢
restore the dignity. eficiency, ond sell
copfidence of the arpmy. Dnge thit was
achieved L felt that it would regain iy
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ldth TF Rides wus oa the Bunan front fighting zoainst the Fananese. He could
seid me there as o captain [ was willing T =200 T was willing. He said T wus the
iirsl Dby T Frnd et wine s wiline w g0 downin ek, S0 orders were issued

aned T [lew o join the 149 Batialion a1 imphal

Tl banelion was in action apd T

was jzguived to commard 8 company. Sesn 1 owas semrdnied my ofd runk. The

Akbar Khan, DSO:
Man and Officer

B ge the Clvistatey oo (28 Deconibon '
of 982 wi Utmanzuf (nlse ihe bome

the Koy Breviers and  fheie family
including  Weli  Khan) in the  Feshowar
diserict,  AkBar Klhan way  educaiod g
te Peshawwr  Flamio Colfese ond com-
misvigned  from fhe Reoved  Uilar
College (now  Aowdenvi,  Sandburst i

fO33, 0K refirn
to o British Reeivent.
for ane pear.

i Tadia, fieowes posred
the 58 Hinprhis

I 19350 he jeined Ris e i
the 6t Royal Beitelion (38 Freetior
Force Rifes of the  Todign Army i

staffonred n Kolar.
He taody pars i the Wazivistan o eg-

Hods — CGIO36-37)  and faund fisads
sndifferent” to danger.  fa 1938 e
hastslion moved  so Seennderadod in

Hyderabad Decean {now Amllira Parendosin,

A the ihie of the swbeegk
world war,  Licwionant Alhar Kt Gad
heen whourd  ar  ftalien  ship FRtnRin e
from Europe and  the Midlte Eaw ufrer
a losg  yacetion. On arrival in Coleniiie
vie Stugapore. ke proceedsd 1o Neennder-
abad to  rejein hiv o bartaiion . i,
G{13th FFR.  Subseguenily, he joined his
Hew Badiafion,  TH3I Froaticr  Fercer
Rifler and wtayed  winh Hreweh e
earlv pears ef var,

af  the

it

of

Traphal and Kohima. Mow we cou

Fupinese advance in Burma had heen brought to @ it ci the Indian bordor at

mee-uttacked and pursusd and cre Fapanpose

He alvo i e toff course  ar the
Lusrte Stafi Cellore diving this  period
i s posted to Kaede Cvlon (e
Nri Larkey in j947 An Lewr Lyter fie
s posted back Gy dadia 1o rroin with o
Beack landive group v Bronba-,

fn F94 when the war Sy Burrar s ad
izl e woneseed far Posting i
Mt apcrationa! arew reduntarily

dranpod nis rank from nsajor o capiain
sigee ae eontd wot be acesmmodated jn

NizoatiTr menls

He distinguished limsell o action and
was awarded the  Distinguivhed  Service

Crdw (DEO) in Febrigry 1945 On
sdomendinee e epred  for Pakiston
Ariy and mierared o Pubivian e faee

Augnsr gv oo fientenane cofanef,

He fought i Kashest w o brigadice

W iy premoifen o mafor-gesera!  in
Docember 1950 way  appointed  CGS
witich  past e helid wmil My arret
colSeguent  upon the diselosure of  the
Rawalpindi  Conspiracr  on March 9,
1930, Akbar  was released im 1935, He
did hix Aaw after thar and joinad  the

fernd prafosvion ay owedl gy palitics,

Lwder Padfifcar Ali Bhutte he became o
svintirer and  owhasiador  Frally retiving
b f927

He fivey aognies Nfe now with iy wife
ard daughter i his Kraeiy Defenry
Authority  hunzalys,

Brigade across the Kabave valley ( Valley of Dezthiin the niddle of mogsean.
The Japunese gave #5 lough a fizht in the withdenwal as i the advance, Bul this
was not a wWithdrawal yer. We wen: merely preparing zrowad for the 1M Army

advane: into Burna,



Saperpower Interests & the Geopolities ol
Southwest Asia

Roddney VY. Jooes
Part TT*

The superpowery fniy Brfrodics now weapors, detect ion and comfar
manarement systemn ftle the forces they carmark fer or depler in the
region. Same new fechnotagics will he incorporated i aros transfers from
the maior suppliey conivics to recipiends in e arca.

The principal T8 military effort for the next five vears wilf stress ot
so pueel techmplogical inmovation as contiigencl force availubilite, reoadi-
wess, and rapil emplovment and reinforcesent capahility, Equipmen! pre-
positioning, aivlift and sealift capahilities veguive the greatest affension.
Technological innovation will probabiy play o medest role in these areas in
the development of new Jong-vange aiv trgusports (the CX regquivement to
supplement C-5c and earlicr tronsport ofveraft) and refinement of logistics
ships. Early warning and comuand and control are alvegdv secing improve-
rizentts, as the rocent US deplovment of AWACs aireraft to Sandi Arabia
implicitly indicates. A likely areg of future development will be R-nselrar
standoff yystems, including crafre missifes. with precision-guided musitions
for long-range aitack of gronnd targets such oy eicfield POL dorage
facifities and railread staging cetters,

Soviet military improvements will probably cenphasize e wpgrad-
ing of equipment aud manpower readinessy of grovnd forces siationed in the
Transcauncusuy and Lwrkestan Military Districts: atigmertation of aiy-
borne wails, air fransport capabilitivs, aud mebile wir defenses; and im-
provements in the combat range, remate farget acguisition and siqudaff fire-
pewer of the air forces, Soviet naval improvements will center on the attack
mission amainst US maval asseis—which means increasing of-sed sustain-
ahility and ship-io-ship missile pange and firepover—-primarily te put LS
aireraft carriers af risk smid complicate US relnferooment by aca,

Indigenous sources ol conllict would whether  Sowviel military  power  apd
present  troublesore  theeats e ol welated  mflzence wers present in the
regional  security and Weslern  interesls wglon or poi. The Soviel prossuce
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magnifes the dungers snd the difficuliies
of  coping with regional  security
problems, Tpappropriate as B woula be to
ipsere thiz fandamental ocint. 38 is also
rporiaat o recognize Lhal Westera res-
panses to the conflict problams of South-
west Asin must he prone o failuee i they
ane ol copnizant of the distinctive, his-
tovically  embedded  Inlorests.  culiural
petspectives, aad pohtical diletimas of this
region and the manner in which dhey ens
goender and shope conflict.

Amevican planners wall be coneerned
with at least four levels of regional copflicn
i Southovest Asla in the 1980s: (3) rezional
hostility Lo alien influence, Western as well
as Sovict, inspired by Islamic or Arabic
idenlity: (2) nationst fvaltics reflected in
competitive arms aequisition, in coviaim
low-intgnsity threats 1o neighbours, amd
occasionally  in full-fledzed comventional
wats: (1) interstate conficts invalving overd
forcign  partigipatinn wvia
fationships: apd () viplent  infra-siate
political instability arising from internal
sovinl hetereopensity, transatinnal forces.
the tensions  of  modermization  and
ciatandestine foreipn  inffucnce.

ST g’atc TC=

Teewionad Resistunce. Underiving the obvi-
gz mtional and sub-national ploralism of
Southwest Asin arg strong  currents of
tesigfance to alien infvesace. In India,
these currcms ave manifest in the well
srtioalated docirine of “non-aiigoment,™
a efpcirine that hos broad appaal elsewhere
in the area. The rest of Southwest Asia
shares with most ol the Ruddle East the
traditions of Tsham. the memeties of ennire,
and, in the Arabicsspeaking tegfons, cet-
wain additional culiure]l  propensities o-
wards a common world view, The Islamic
and  Arahic bases of identity provide
apporiunitics for regiomal coalescenes on
political issues that affect the repgion, and
define Europe and non-Tslamic parts of

eresce JoTrwan

Asia as alion spheres. Anticolonial senti-
ment is an additional, widelv-shared, rein-
lorcement for older currents of regionaf
identiiy,

The Azab-lstach confict and difficulics
in achieving peacelul acceptance of the
stute of lerael have been the prineipal post-
war rallying points for regional sentiment.
Western commitments to Teruel’s security
aod acceplunce in the vegion =rc viewed
by most other states of the regdon as the
sonrce not only of Western opporiunities
for imperio) encroachment on the area hut
the explanation for Sovier appeals, as a
baluncing factor in the remion as  well.
Since it seems unfikely that complete re-
comciliation of Isragl with its peighbours
will be foasible i the 19804, Lhis =ource of
tension will continue to influence conflict
propensilies i Souibwest Asia. Tudeed,
the radicai shift in Iran's ocentation on
this jssue followang the 1970 revolution seo-
araphically expands the seope of the conflict
over Ferazl,

The prpeipal significunce Lo g West of
Southwest Astan regional resislunce to
alien inffuence is twothld: on one hand, it
tepresents neither & sufficient barier to
Soviet encroachment nor to mirg-regional
threals posed by intense national rivalries,
On the other hand, it operates to limit
the effcctivensss of those Western security
responses tn intra-regional as well as ex-
tersailv-induced conflicts that depend on
the coomerntinn of local slales,

Most of the states of Souvthwest Asia ure
Towked into ome or more conflictual
selationships with neighbours, The Irag-
Iran war ts only the most vecent of 2 num-
bir of postwar conventional wars and
fwie  numerons  low-Intensity  conflicts
precipitated by potitical threats or wnsetti-
ed territorial claims, There are at Iease
Fotlr matn efusters of such national conllict
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that ara likeby to persist in the 19805 (1) the
rivalry batween Triaq and Saudi Arubia lox
Arab leadership; (2) the contest belween
Tean and the Atabh Guil stale: over slakes in
the Gulf; (31 the Indo-Pakistan confiict:
and {4} the atterapts by smaller states
particnlarly the two Yemens, Lo charc thel
own courses i regional alliics, wsually at
the expanse o Sawndi Arubia or Oman. The
Hom of Aflrica conflicts also have o bearing
on Arabian peainsular and Gult aflairs.
haf can be dealt with here only in passine:

Thera are ulso vertain stands of conpara-
tion which tend either to moderate ar
teinfotee  these national rivaleies.  The
moast salient, despite ceriain lasting sospi-
cions and tensions, has been the pattern
of cooperation between Szudi Arabin and
the smaller Gulf states. especially Kuwaii,
Bahrain, Abu Dhabi, Qarar and the United
Arah Emirates, mecently formalized in the
Gulf Cooperation Councit. Closer palitical
and military cooperation hetween Sandi
Arabia and Pakistan has emerged. and
tacit Oman-Pakistan cooperation has been
reinforced. sinve the destabiliziag develop-
ments in [ran and Alchanistan of the last
three yeoars. Relations bolween Iran and
Pakistan have remained cordial despite the
revolution, thoush material cooperation
kas deteriorated along with Tran's capabili-
ties. Irag’s war with Tran has prodoced
mwasion-redncing  adjustments  and  new
elements of cooperation n Trag’s relations
with Sandi Arabia ond nther Avab Gulf
states.

In the carly stales the lrag-Iran war
caused considerable damage to oil facili-
“ties and production in both states, and
threatened Lo esculate inio a btoader Gulf
war, Tha escilation potential now appears
to he largely under control, and the experi-
ence probably will prove 4 sobering one for
bath combatants as well us their neighhors,
Iraq’s expectations for a quick and conelu-
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sive result were dashed. A ceoctal political
benefit for Irag. bowever, may be the a
feast terporarily dampened Tranian at-
tempts fo ncite Shis rebellion within
Irag. The revolution in Tran and results
of the lrag war thus far have also dimini
shed the military reputations and possibly
the percejved urgency of military threats
either feom Iran to the smaller Gulf states
or from lraq to Kowait and Saudi Aeabis,
Trag bas also ceased for the ume beipg
te instigate  low-intensity  conflict  in
Raluchistan., Sz2udi Avahia’s influence in
Arab influence circles s not hesed on
military power but rather an its prestige as
the origin of Arah culture, gusrdianship
af the Tslamic holy places, ail power unil
moliticsl aeumen: ihe setbacks Lo Trag and
Tran. hoewewver, have enhanced selative
Sandi regionn] influenee. By the mid-
19805, Tran and Trag may have begun to
rebuild their power. with potentials tor
replay of the same conflicts,

indiz and Pakistan have boen st war
threa times sinca 1947, neacly once 2ach
decade. The probability of renewed conven-
tional (perhaps nuclear-tinged)  warlate
between them within the decade 3z quile
high. Chronie tension, border confliels
and conventinnal warlare have chatace
terrzed the Yemeni relationships with cach
other, Sandi Arabia and Oman. These
conflicls probably will escalile in fregueney
and iniensity in the 1980, An Amab-
Israchi war might secm somnewhat loss
fileely alter the TEsrueli-Egwptian  peacs
treaty than before, but the recent fseaclh
anmexalion of the Golan Heighis certainiy
suggests it iz conceivable, A fifth Argh-
Israeli war might bave much desper ye-
peroussions on Sowth-west Asia thaa its
predecessors.

Thus far the Soviet Union has refrained
feom direct mmvelvement or openly siding
with either Trau or lran in theic war. The
potential for the Boviel Unlon Joinitg
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either side is there, and will fnerease in the
event there are folure replays of thi

cornflict. or fulure conflicts in the Qull

ot o lhe subcontiticnl. The introduction
of extensive Soviel und Cuobun military
support for Ethiopiz by aie und sea in
197778 fundamentally allered the outcome
of the war wilh Somalia. and demanstrated
Soviel commitment 10 engage il such o
fashinn where the circumstances are propi-
tious snd strategic gains are possible,

Surrogate  Relationships,  Surropate  rela-
tionships have been anticipated By carlier
discussion o some cases, 1L apprared fou
some time in the 1970s that the Sovier
military supply relationship with Trag was
so intimale ad extensive {including, for
example, the provisien of Soviet naval
Facilities at Uy Qasr, at the heael of the
Gulf} that lrag might he used as a Soviet
surrogite against fran, Kowait of even
Saudi Arabia, Trag never became a true-
Soviet surropate fexcopt in the sense that
a certuin parallelism of interests may have
existed).  partly Dbecuuse  the PBatath
politicul strategy has hesnto preempt the
political  ground  usually  iphabied by
commnunists and  partly becouse the oil
revenues freed it from excessive [inancial
dependency.

Sovier sorTogdle success o Soulhwest
Asia thus fur hazs been exclusively with
mini-states—a faet which has its bright side.
Dut Merth and especially South Yemen,
the mini-staies in guestion, ate strategically
sitnated jn two respocis. rst, thewr con-
tignity and social ties with Baudi Arabig
and (o South Yemen's case) with Oman
makes them useful or stagins destabiliza.
tion eforls agains the Sacdi and Omant
manarchivs: several pust unsuccessful ims-
tances of such ellorls have oceurred, and
marg are ceriain in the coming dedade.
Second, Soviet maval hases penvided by
S. Yemen in Aden and Socotra, when
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combined wilth those in Ethiopia on the
Red Sea, possess marilime sirategic signifi-
innee cithor as threats to oil lifeliozes or as
counters to the US naval power in the
ndian Ocean upon which emergency ves-
ponse will se heavily depend.

The privepal new  Soviet surrogale
potemtial for the 19805 in Southwest Asia
seems [0 be in the use of access [rom
Afrhanistan (o foment Baluch nalionalism
under Marxist auspices. in the hopes of
creating o client state on the Arabian sea.
In that case. the Soviets would gain primi-
tive but uninterrupted land aceess directly
to the Indian Ocean, a position everlooking
Hopmuz and a new vanlame peint for
direct gre=sure on the Pepsian Chilf and
Pakisian, While unlikely in the 1930s,
there is some potentia! that radical revolu-
toens ur pelitical instability would increase
Soviet mndluence in smaller Guif states,
and  an objective already pursued, for
example, m the Soviet and 3. Yemen-
supporied Dhofir rebellion azainst Oman.

Finally, therz is the technically conceiy-
ahle Sowiet surrogate threat of orpanizing
Palestinians or other dissident Arab groups,
or their counterparts in Fran, to attempt
sahotage of o facilities. It 15 technically

unlikely that terporist threats  to of
facilities  could chvotively  disable
the flow of rewch ot for long.  While

the Soviets might be responsible for
the  general  fraining of  lerrorists in
such missions it Is doubtful that they would
direct & comprehepsive sabotaze effort
poainst Gulf oil. They might utilize sur-
rogates in specifie, limited avts of sabotage
against some act they deplored by a Gulf
state or to produce a sense of uncertainty
or intimidation. But this would not be o
basic threat to assured oi!l supply. The
thrents of political control over or military
occupation of oil producing arcus are the
ones to worry abonl in the 1980s,
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Military Technologies. Milltary lechaolo-
pical change in Southwest Asia in the
1o%0s, with a few lwmportant excentions,
will be largely due to imports fiom advac-
od sountries,

The soporpowers may ioiroduace o
weapons, detection and combat mac ge-
ment dvslems into Che Torces they carmark
for or deploy in the resion. Some acw
techaalogics will be incorporated in arms
transfers  from  the  majnr  supplier
countrics  fo gecipients in the  arae.
Of the regional states copcerned, ol
Indin and to a lesser extent Pakistan hnve
iudigenous weapons produciinn capehili-
tisg thai could have 4 smgificant impag
ot regional conflices in the 198050 in their
cases. the principzl techaslogical inaovs-
tioms in this decade are Liksly fo be in
auclear weanons capabilitics. o mailer of
prafound importanc,

The principal LS military cffogi for the
pext fve vears will stress nor so much
technoiogical jnnovarion as contingznov
force availability, reudiness, and rtapid
employment and reinforcement capability.
Bguipment  prepositioning.  aidift  ond
gealift  capahilities Tequire the greafest
attention.  Technological nnovation wifl
probably play o modest role in these areas
in the development of new Wmg-tange air
transpotts (the CX regquirement to supple-
ment C-53 and earlice (ransport adecraft)
and relinement of logislics ships. Larly
warning and command and conrrol age
alpeady secing improvements, as the recent
S deployment of AWACs aircealt o
Saudi  Arabia  implicitly  indicaies. A
Tikeld arca of Fatuee development  will
e non-nuclear standoll syslems, Including
crulse  missiles.  with  precasion-guided
munitions [or long-tange attack of ground
targetz such  as airfield. POL  storage
facilities and railtoad  staming cemiets,
Some consideration almost certainly  will
be given to the supplemental detetrent and

7

potential combat cllity of theater nuelear
weapens  {TNW),  ieloding  enhancad
radiation warhende (ERW), hut the political
controversy such weapons tend to genegate
in allied oy [dendly states would argoe
arainst disclosure af or excessive reliance
ot TNW, partiowlardy Inad-bused systems

Sovier  military impeovemesat: will
nrobably  cpmhasize the uperading of
eguipmett and  manpownr readiness of
ground foreos stulioned o the Transeao-
casus and Turkeslan Military  Districts:
gurmeaiatation of airhorne units, adr irans-
port canahilities. and mobite aic defenss
and mpeovements in the combat raage
remade target acgnisition mad  standelT
frenower of the air forces, Sovict noval
impraverments will center on the aack
mission zzaines US paval assofs-—which
means Moreasing si-zon sustainshility and
ghip=to-ship missile range and firepowor---
primarily to put US  aiverafr  carriors
at risk and complicate US reinforoomen’
by seq.

Arms Transfers. The 197k brouwght 2
sipnilicant ezcalation in the introdoction
af sophisticated weaponry, 2:ipecially air-
eraft, to ey Southwest Asian states. The
provision of T-1ds with Phoenix aie-to-air
missiles and promise of AWACs aircrafi
Lo Iran was [ollowed by the sale ol T-155 and
commitment of AWAC: aircralt fo Saudi
Arabis, and the supply of F.16s to Pakistan.
India has beaen 2 major girforce smoderniza-
Hion program, procuring the Anglo-French
Faguar and Soviet MIG-23 and MEBG-27
aircraft. and agrecing to the purchase of
the Fronch Mirage 2000 and Soviel MIG-
29 Improvements in ground combat
capabilitics and naval cyuipment, (hough
technically leas inmpressive, is also under-
way. including increasing submarie pro-
curenent.

The 19805 il abmost cerliinly sec a5
conbinustion and possibly some accoler
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hon of sophisticated arms teansfers, though
several years will be required to absorb
as yet undelivered coanipment, The impli-
cations for repional conflict are severnl.
IFirst, therz will be some intenailication
of arms compgtiiion, notably belwesn India
and Pakistan, but also in the Gulf arca.
eancciaily after the Trag-Tran war i termi-
nated.  Bzcopd, future comventional con-
flictz will show somewhat preater intensity
of ordpance comsumption  rates,  and
cquipment aitrition-—a trend m Southwes:
Agin prefimured by the 1973 Arab-T:raeli
War  and  the  Soviet!/Cubun-sunsored
fthismizn  counler-olfensive of 197370
231 a1 lavst purtly Bovoe out in the expen-
efice, alheit slower-paced, of the Irg-lran
wAar, Third, the adwraneed -,‘::_:l.-r'pm-;:nt
fransfars Bn corfain cose: may be rownrded
as 2 form of eguipment prennsitioning for
sunepmwer et aaserment in regional confict.
Finglkv, the somhisticated arms transfers
[aase ieres sec dongers 1o TS inservention
foveces in the event ihat loce! stutz: conipned
with such arms decide to comese 178
igtervention. The Soviat TTninn. of coussz:
Frces o similar problem Tn those cases
where it s the prircine!l sapnliar. ITrag
poteatialiy being 4 prime example.

Regionai Defence Prodvction, Tndiz i< the
only stale in Southwast Asin that currently
posseases the diversified. heavy fustrial
basz and extznsive scientific and engineering
resources nesded 1o wunpoart indismnous
deferze prodoction indusivies. Pakistan’s
relaterl capabglities are far oaore Emiced:
thnugn efforts to cxnand them are undar-
way They will por, cxcept in the mchkear
arga, have much impact op fhe F9R0,
The Southwesy Axian o3l producing coun-
trics have besn tnvesting in incdusirial
development and manulzoturing as well,
bt remain by and lavge heavily dependent
of foreion teohnical asastance, and will not
inthe 1%50s have mech defense prodoction
capacity. Oil revenucs from  Southwest
Asian couniries could e uscd, however to

Anilitasy  exportise.
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support defense production uder sympa-
theric awspices in Egvpt or Pakistun, Put
hoth Traq and Traw, if they invest in defense
industries. are more likely {0 concentrate
on developing intereal capahilities.

Defence production in India is not paeni-
cularly innovative, despite official thetoric,
but it hes made steady progress in the we
ar adaptulion of [orelsn fechnical assis-
tance, designs and dicensed rechanlogy in
55 own public sector indusirial setting,
atidd has stimulated private sector techmo-
logv acquisition and manutacturing in key
defense-telated  areas sueh as clectrenics
and deta-processing. Actual defense pro-
duction is fairly selfesullicient in eenven-
tional ordonance light arms and military
transport, ledia alo prodices lisht tanfks
and armorcd personngl carriers.

Efforis have been made. with only
partial success, o acouire an indspendent,
hiyh-performance airera [l development and
mantletoring  capahility. snd MIG-21g
are produced n India uader license, India’s
spRICT program 45 ostensibly [or peacefyl
purposey bul  defanse applicalions  are
assfduous'y explored. By the end of the
1980:. India conceivably might be able 1o
produce and denloyshort-or inedi LLI-TANgE
buitlcfield  missiles apaingt Pokistan, and
gventuslly will hawe a long-range ballistic
nuissile canability relevat w the perceived
threal from Ching, but not hetore the
Lans,

Aopotentinlly growing Nictor in serional
convenfinnal eanflicts in the 19805 will he
third cougiry weppony transders among
Southwest Asian states, Another could be
divect military supply from LDCs, with
Tadia 2 potenciz| local sopplier of ecquip-
meat repair facilitics and other technical
Pukistan ic also, of
coarse, 3 potential scuree of asistunce with
manpower or even military onils, as its
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current  relatlonships  with Oman  and
Saudi Arabia sugpesl.

Muclear Proliferation, The mest signsti-
cant mibitary technology innovation that
in now matedalizipe mosome  Souihesst
Asiup covniries and which could huve majors
effeets on repional conficts in the 1920s
is in the novlear ascs. With Tadia &
possile exveption, nuelesr weapons duli-
voly svsters o regiomal slates will be
aircrafl-basad and probably unsephisiicat-
ed. The countries of groatest concers anc
India and Pakistan. Poientially worrisame
nuclear develnpments in [ran have been
abandoned. &t leust Tor the time Betng,
asa resuli o[ The 1973 ravoluliva. L Irag's
case, the Istacl: bombing auttack in Jume
1981 destroved the psar term teehnical
potentizl,  Trag is Tikely to rchuild e
bombod faciisty and perivaps develop oibers,
but development of a noclenr wiapoms
capabilily m Trag is now improbzhle
helore the end of the decade.

Muclear wespons prolilruwion is inci-
pient both in lndia und Pakistan, aml the
development of limited noclear military
capubilities probably will eccur in both
during the decade. The probahility of a
limited nuelear condict between the two
within the decade is not negligible. Other
threats posed by nuclear proliferation in
the suhcontinent inehide those that urise
from possible trapsfers of nuclear tech-
nolagy ar assistance 1o other stues in the
region, the adverse jmpuel of nuelear
inscourily on domestic pofitical stability
and percentions of convantional defense
nceds (peoliferation s likely, lor instance.
o mecelernte rather than dampen conven-
tionat arms compelilion): the comuiicalions
thae locul nuclear avmaments will pose
for US emergeney military deploymamis
and operations in the region: and the
incremcrd  opporionities  for  nuelear
tecrorism by eriminal, sub-national or
international terrorist organizations.
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Poticy Dmplications, American stiulegy lor
copirs with Souiivwesi Asian  conflict in
the 19385 will b based ot o mirinum on
the tollowine ebjectives: assuring  ithe
seoule ilow of enzrgy resnuroes from the
rezion ohecking the geowlh of  Soviet
politizal power and deterring Sovict milk
tary  expamsion in the regon; limiting
risks G the stahilivy of dhe conteal strategic
balunce fronn ceoional comireatation or
conflice: amatioration of ceases ol reso-
lutinn of gonficls among stees 0 e
reaion; amd furthoramee of  conditicns
faversble for geeerly
e dovelo 200l

repionad polivical dnd

A fundamensa! gquestion lhat should be
raragd osowiachar the TS sushl adbare not
just Lo these fraditional enjeciives bul o
cforward™ ogjaclives with muedl o
aeLvist epleations, or alreraiively gl
to irim lis contpinmant stralegy bo eon-
shanged nover reaki-

foem zo drastieally
ties and oliveal tremds

A fopward objective thatl sommelimes is
stzoested, for exwnpla, would be 1o ex-
ploit Sowied domsstie socin-political vulner-
ahilitics in order o shreink rather Than
merely coutaim Soviel inliuencs in South-
west Asin. Anolber would be 1o press for
the demise of Opec. The fitst of these ob-
jeelives would bhe [runghl with additional
dangers. For practical reasons, probably
neither would le {costhla in the nesr teem,
A steategy based on cither ohjective would
bu hard Lo sustan.

Sinnlary  weeommodationist  slrategies
could be visoolieed. for caemple. the tacit
parcahling out of sphares of influence, per-
haps aseepting grouler Soviel inflvence in
the Inditn suhcontinent {or ahstinence
form interiziensa in lrap and the Persian
Gulf. “Finlandization™ proposals for an
Afghaoigen sxigioment, insideonally, conld!
easily werk in this direction.
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Tn this auther's jadgement. major siifts
in scrategic appoanch of citeer sort would
e much fess productive in fhe T930s than
Heh,
il noe.

soerirat ather the Sovist

&

ding the rrmonsl wrwoaaches wl

SHUTE Ol

Porvard =listegs

Uninn o1 Opes probably woald Te per-
celved f the alies os Rishly risky, end
Bl fees g hesyy ieli on Torlh
i Pacifie allnce  relations.
Accormmaclioniz stinicgics won e other

faaed, weoukd b roparded by ees s frilures

T

Adlaniis

ol conmmitment wrl everinadly woubd canse
aievan WoTe svare slratesie Jomerioraton

i Westerns infiuense in b region,

Llnara.:
royuires ooarcet desl ol smesifc werk an
rive solidificetica of poluical 2 CrouTHY
et e tne Wisl ool Seath-

wast Aot counirios

sxishing epmecackes, However,

coopoiElion
' T I L T
bemeclves, based on g

Fzk b
e retandr

uz
=

Jme those potintsios are ewolvine, 10 To-
quizes, i additon. comnletion el these
imaroverierts io, LS anibitary power ore-
otion capabilites which are already
planmed; here the diffcelties iz porthe in
corcepluzlization. but equally Imae rtantly,
in peseurees, lead times and mapsgement.
[ntegrating

Politica-¥lily. Respanses,

Poliizsl tesponscs to the prablems ol

Sourhwest Asian conflict canmot be  di-
varced fromt anilitacy consideralons any
more than mililary responses can be applicd
in o political vaguun. Diplematic and
rilitaay measires are intendepundont ele-
menls of gy reabistie sisnlegy for ceping
with conilic whother s peacetime condi-
tioms or ip wue The proper guestion
ot wiich should have precedence vver the
other. bur rither how should they be
speprated {ov whul ic the appronTiate
nxh lov the apcetrum of threats faced.

It i teue, of coursy, that tesost fo the
aotun® “use of foroe™ 0 peacetine should
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he ture and morpally orbe where other
menn: $o pot soffce. But the comunon
pendoney 10 confuse all miliary measures
af Tarelpn poliey with the “use of leree”
must b pesistad. Mililury pessure: in-
luding prepavedness to ps2 forea may
serve the purpeses of deterrence and politi-
vl reassuraace; indeesd, Jn pracetime, iz
in their nomary atifity. Delevrenee foge-
sil's termaplefipns by cpponents fo resort
s Tgros. Political  seasswrance  ralioves
sriends and wllies of the full weight of their
individual  vulnerahilitivs, and  enhances
collective socurity. Military meusurcs with
these purposes are inlegral to politica)
diplomaey. Tither. when clfective. tends o
lowar Lhe frequeney of nctual uses of foree.

Prguiaing well intorrated respotises wory-
irlr deterrence and oolitical foassurince
murpnses i3 difcalt for several veasons.
Ciest, the spectrum of actun! and likely
Eorrs of vontict 15 vide, and the meang of
Aelerrance of vesislamos 1o sonte cun be 1
sutted to others. Second, the states of the
region differ radically among themselves
as well as wilh the United Statcs over
which are the salient threats. whether
their oripin be internal or external. This
\Gweards inipa-rogional  seenrity  coopera-
tion, und fmpedes securily  cooperabion
with the United States cvea by regional
stites which share ¢lase relations. Té also
prodiicas great temsion hetweey country-
specific and broader regivnal prlicies of
12 TTnited Stotes. Thied. even whats close
cooperalion with the United Stares s wel-
come, Teinmic and paticpalist censitivities
noge abstacles to the cbjeeve  jdentifi-
cation or most efficient implestientation of
apegiile security measures, whether in the
i¥pes of weapons systems procuted ot in
srangine foreign accets to local military
Facilivies, Fourth, e inteoduction  of
fareimn seourity asslstanee ilsolf cam be-
porae a fowug of domcstic political conlro-
worsy with destabilizing implications. Final-
Y, o ¥ective rosponses ulso fequire coopera-
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tion belween the United States wnd its
Western allies, vet impediments 1o co-
apcration result from differences of in-
rerest and perspective in the West with
respeet to Southwest Adse.

What is urgently necded for the 19805 is
2 stpategy thal not cnly infegrates ohjze-
tives and tasks coherontly, but also lakes
each ol the factors discussed above o
practical acenunt.

Priorities, Therz has heen o running de
bate since the cvents of the Iran Revolu-
tiomn, Soviet invasion of Afshanistan. giod
Trag-fran war cver whether hish-intensit
ot lov-intensily condlict potentials gre the
domitant threat o Westetn iferesis in
Somthwest Asa. Similarly, these events
have rased the ssue whether conflicls of
logal origin ave more salient than threats
of Soviet origin. No totally satisfactory
priori peanlution of these jssues i3 possihle.

Whal can be said = the following:
Conflicts of local origin are prolifie. Ik
that sense they are the most common. in-
deed the prevalent, threats to Western in-
terests in the region. But they are much less
likely per se 1o be permanently damaging,
or to fondamentally alter the strategic
balance, than Soviel high-intensity military
threats. Conflicis of local origio in general
are much more difficult to pesvent. but arc
more snsceplible to amelioration once they
materialize. In comparison, Saviet high-
intensity malitary inilatives probably arc
mots susceptible to deterrence, but arc
more fikely when delerrence [ails 1o be
strategically  decisive. Confliets of local
oright intrinsically are less salicul threats.

Yel a general rile that local confliels are
less threatening js misleading o fwn
groamds: First, the exceptions that prove

the rule may be the cases that matter, The'

Tminian  fevolution. for  exampls, Ras
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drastically aliered the perecived global as
well as regional balance of power, yel it is
Unigue SmMONLE FUmMerons postwar vases of
[oeal ingtubility in havirg  thal effecs
Seconcl. miore unpostant than the intrinsic
threals Lo Wesletn Interests are the Tegional
valerahilitics fo Soviet exploiration that
confiicts of local origin entail. Given vhe
abundance in this region of such oppor-
tunitics, Soviet threats (o Westferi jateresls
are Likely fo malerialize most Creguently
i lowintensity rather than high-intensitv
conflicts. As suzpested before, fow-infen-
sity 1hecats may he more common, bur
whelher Soviet cr non-Soviet in origin,
thev arc unlikely in most cases to prevail in
a decisive way. Yet there could be decisive
exceptions. and a scries of cumulative les-
ser sethucks corld alan prove injunious.
Since the more common, albeit normally
maore mansgcable. threats to Western
interests arise [rom domestic instabdity amd
tocal conflict in the region, it follows that
measures 1o cope with low-intensidy con-
flict avght 1o have high policy priority,
wspecially in the day-to-day management of
political and vcenomic relations pricr to
crises.

T odoes not Jollow. however, that o
sophisticated  siratepy Tor  low-intensiy
corflicts precludes the need lo prepare o
comhbat capahility for bigh-inlensity con.
ficts, Mot only is there a necd ot a deter-
rent to offset apy Soviel inclinetion 1o
resort 1o hizh-intensity conflict, il is im-
portant to bear in mind the interdepend-
ence that exists in countermeasurcy fo
high and low iatensity conflict: local
deternminatinn  to resist  Soviet  low-
intensity moves will become unsteady i
there is disheliel in the cradibility of deter-
renee against Righ-intensity threats, -
mately, then there is no escape sither from,
the potential decisivensss of the high-
intensity threat or the prevalence of the
tow-intepsity threats. Which is desnant
i4 ek impoetant bocause whial 15 salisnf is
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e comnestion betwoen them: Botk will
have to be addressod as critical tasks for
the 1980, despits the extraordinucy defense
hadgel considerations

The salwnce ol indigenous and Sovigt
threats, and hivh- and low-intensity conflict
sotentials. differs geographicilly and by
counitry. So docs he relative eapacity of
ithe US to vespond in practical terms to
high- and  low-intensity  threats. Setting
policy pringities will have o take thuse
factors inte accounr, along with the re-
lative importance of the read estate o1 local
resources that may be at stake, Today Iran
for examo's, 15 far more accessible politi-
cally as will a5 ecorraphically to a Soviet
ligh-inlensity threat than Szudi Arabda.
but the prospecls for receplivity o US
assistatice m coping with such & threat arc
far mwore favorable 1 Saud]l Arebis than
m Iran. Iram o the other hand, has the
manpower to he a morz effective partner.
theoretically, in 2 combined arms approach
ta high-iatensity conflier than does Saudi
Agabia.

The wo cousties o Southwest Asia
that will have uanigie imporlance in
Ammetican strategy in the 1980s will conti-
mue to be Iran and Saudi Arabiz—this
temains  geopolitically  inescapable, Trag
and Pakisian will slso be importznt, bt
st on the same scale be ranked several
aotches below. There shoubd he no iThagions
abour the strutegic inter-substitutability of
these counlries.

Litfle can be done for the time being 1o
repair [TS.Iran relatiens, bud a process of
rapprochment eventually is to be ecxpected
il lrar’s independence 5 not fisst sub-
veried, Tran probably will look more to
Europe and Jupan than the United States
initially, but Western influeqee in some
fashion will return, It is imporiant not 1o
seern averly eager to deaw Tran hack to the
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Lsld—this tends to feed countercurrents
and grandiose presuppositions that iran's
sirafegic Imporlance per Se is a4 shield
umainst its  vulnerabilivies. Rather. the
latent fentives for reconstruction. normal-
ized relutions and  defente  teinsurance
sheuld be left for the most part to reassert
themnselves neturallv, This docs not pre-
clude American readiness to extend spon-
tanenlis Support to a friendly 1egme,
should the present one be supersedud, or
help resist the Insinuvation of Soviet influ-
enice if the presemt situation degeneratles
inter civil sar.

Saudi Arahia’s singular importance as
the largest internstional oil supplier and
snurge of moderatmy influence in Middle
Fast offairs is vbjectively independent of
the reoent eriscs in the area, but those crises
have highlighted how vital Saodi decisions
and czpacities are to the economies of
the West and much of the developing woild.
The rtesulting compedition  for  Saudi
atfention  has  greatly  inercased  its
diplomatic influence but, by putting the
spotlight op 115 vulnerabilities, also en-
hanegd  them in certain respects, Sandi
Arabia js patentially vulnerable to abmost
the entire spectrum of regional conflist,
and least sble among the principal states
of the ragion to countee high-intensity con-
fitcts by ttself. While it is better equipped
Loy cope with low-intensity conflicts, this is a
relative matter, by no means assured, and
properly the overriding source of Western
comeern about Saudi Arabia,

Though Saudi Arabiy  ohjectively s
highly vulnerable to high-intersity confficr,
the probability of such threats mategializ-
ing from the Soviet Union in pezcetime
is low because they would be deterred by
U3 seourity comnutments. The probability
of regional high-intensity threats material-
izing is considerably higher, but still Hkely
to be contained by US commitments, This
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was, underscoved by the  dispaich of
AWACs and other elements of US an
force presence to deflect further spread of
the Irag-kran war. Conbdence Ja the IS
delense commitrmeent fo Saudi Arabia s
gubject o ome imporiant  qualification.
Serious damags by sorprise aic attack to ol
field installations is dillicult ro protect
against, and it i not fully clear than an
lzraeli threat of this ser would be de-
terredd under all circumstances. W should
be a high prority for US palicy 10 the
1980s to make thz intolerability of such
actinon unmstakahly hinding.

Sandi Arabia ks onot likely Lo soffer o
revelutionary ceisis analogous 1o that of
Iran hecause of differences in nalities and
spcicty, incloding the exfensive reach in
Saudi Arabhia of the large mling family, 1=
Isfamic modalities of government, and its
distributionizt approach to the oil wealth
dameastically. But it is potentfially wilner-
able to sudden political change resulting
from discord tn ruling cireles, commoner
dissatisfacrion, unrest from Shivite papu-
lation in the easlern province, and  de-
stabilizing prassurcs from immigrant laber-
ers, parricularly Yemenis and Arab groups
from aothsr ncighboring countrics. The
Roval Family 15 especially sensitive ts the
potentially divisive domestic effecrs of
“padical® forces. whether  Commuinist-
inspired or Arab in origin that ¢manare
from other sources in the region. Modern-
ization 2 bouwnd 1o intensify cross-pres-
sUfes in eonssrvative Saudi sogiety, despite
the pragmatic Mexibility of its poliical svy-
lem,

b will continue 1o be w peionly o the
1980s o provide politiczl and security re-
assurance to Sandi Arabiz againsl resional
threat: from Leag and the twoe Yemens.
egpecially the Soviet/Cuban/Fast German
proxy threats from South Yemen, Local
contflicts wiily these eounitics are unlikely
to swallow territopy so much as sew  sceds
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of internul uares: or the overthrow af the
monarchy, Saudi leadership of the smaller
{rulf states, now somewhat better organiz-
ed For security convdination in the Gul¥
Cooperation Council, shoald be encour-
aged. U5 training and equivment for the
Seudi military foreos is o cxtensive  apd
cricial to securiy roessurance. ol pro-
vides the infrastructure o make cooperi-
rive US military uwze of Suudi facilitze:
olansitrte for certain contingonzies.

sauc: Ardbie o alse drouws on regiond
military assistuncs. particalarly  from
Pakistar, Thoush ostensibly for training,
implicet ipothe laller melationship is the
CIMCTEENCY  provision o Samdil  Arahia
of mittery manpower by Pakistan from 1t
mare substantal armed forees to soffen
emaller Sands [orces. This is anwther foun
of rzgional seeurity interdependence that
the US shoubd favour, even though afors
mal muttilateral relutionships for seenrits
purposes add 1w ihe monasoment hurden:
faced by the 115,

Since the pomary Sawdi vuboorabilities
o be offeet involve threats e domestic
political zrabilivy, it is crecial 1o manage the
I8 security relarionsnip inoa way fhat minge
nuzes its own ahrisive impact on Saoedi
politics, Too large or visible 2 TS prescnec
tends o offend local sensilaliizs and be-
come A tareet for local dissigenss, The sume
5 true of US aeeess Lhey might be inter-
preted as comstraining on Saudi
soversignty. Sensitivities of this sotl pre-
cliade Saudi authorzation of anlitury basc
rights. Lt witl remain prudeat to defer in
such cases o Saudi preferences m the in-
teresi ol kecping the risks (o denmastic
atahilitv Tow.

The extraordinary stakes o she presec-
vation of Beudi scourity pod stahiliey also
tequire sensitivity in the US 1o Saud
intarests in the dovelopment of policies [
othey conntries or the rogion ws 4 whole



capecially m those matiers which pertain to
thz Arab-Tsrasli conflict or the spagial
relationship with levacl. Baadi invelvermesd
m Aral diplomacy vastly expanded after
1973, and Sawd Amnabia consequently i
winzh more internally susceptible 1o divisive
Ardl pressurgs s well as potentally ex-
posad, in the event of renswed hostilities.
w Ispaeli militazy retaliation. Evenhanded-
ngss iy S Middle Bast poliey is an im-
peeative for Savdi uad Gull security in the
1930,

The gradoeal opening of o dft hetvgen
Irag and the Soviel Union, which was
accelerated by the Soviet wlt to fran in the
Prag-Traw witr, has opened opportunities to
restote sore Western inlluence in Baghdad,
This opening should be cautiously ox.
plored, and the nuseent Saodi-lag and
Jordan-lrag  wosperation should be en-
coursgod, But core should be token not to
lurther embitter or alienate Tran needlessly.

A revitalization of the securiy refation-
ship with Pakisten became imperative after
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the mvasion of Afghanistan because ol
the destabilizing implications of that cvent
for the Porsisn  Gulf, and  becanse
Pakistan’s support is indispensable for any
gffective response 1o the Sovicl hvasion
itsell s well as co any mew Sovict pressures
ot Pakistan's borders, Modern defense
syuipment i essentizl 10 Pakistani confi-
detwes inits own self~delense capucity, o
this ease, il alse symboelizes & US commit-
ment whech van be viewed as a delersent
upainst high-intensity  Soviet threats to
Pakistan. Withour such US  suppert
Pakiztan could rat withstand Scviet diplo-
matic dntimidation. T is much less valuable
as {1 counter to low-itensity  subvarsion
L Baluchistan, where poiitical and eco-
nomic measures are more kely o be de-
wisive, The LUS-Pakiston security relation-
ship could be jeopurdized by domestic
political unrest within Pakistan {to which
it could also bz a contributing cause), the
teamic pivalry with Tndiz. and the nuclear
defense clemenr in Pakistan™s  foreign
pobiey.
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Project Rivet Cap:

Dismantling Titan [ Missiies

¥. B. Reid

How do you dismantle a 330,000-poend
inicrcontinental  ballistic missile carrvng
16,000 cxplosive palloms of toxic Hiquid fuet
and the largest nuclear warhead in Lhe
Free World?

Yery, vury carelully. decording
to the Adr Force deactivation  crow
at the Tilan Il missile ko here on

the rolling green plains cast of Wichit
But you elso have 1o do it very, very
puhlicly,

For one thing, the Air Force rakes pains
to ensupe that the fapm fumilies living near
the 1% Titan 1 silos tinging McConnell Air
Foree Base are informed of every step as
the huge TCBM: are wken apart and
carted away, Boutlcre’s anslher infercsted
audience : the Soviets,

The Ajr Force assumes Lhat The Sovicls
are watching as vhe mighty rockets amc
aingerly removed from the fine-slorey-floep
holes where they have stood 2t the ready
for 22 years. Amd alver each ol the

missiles s pulicd from its den, cach empty
silo is left alone—uncovered, uniouched
—for ancther six months 50 the Soviets
can verly that  weapon has heen de-
activated.

“We don’t koow exactly how  they
chock" satd Col. Jay W, Kelley, com-
munder of the missile wing at MeConnell.
“It might be a guy driving by in a pickup.
Mayhe they fiy over in s Piper Cub. I
could be a satellite.

AN wi know is that under the SALT
{reaty they have 180 days to verily the
denctivation of this missile nsing ‘nationul
techmeal means,” whatever that is. And so
we let the silo just sit there for six months
hefore we bury il for cver.”

Tt s well-Loown that the Thiled States 35
engaged in a  trillion-plus-dollar military
buildup. 1t is somewhat less well-knowa—.
excent to the farmers here and the unsecn
Soviet observers—that the country is todr-
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uvr down iz oldest and most lethal single
element of its nuelear arseazt: the Titan TI
missile foroe.

During rhe Kennedy adiministrarion the
Air Force installed more than 50 of the
missiles b umderaround sfas in Arizona,
Arkansas und  Kansas, The Smepalon
nuclear warhead carried by esuch Tian
reportedly was tareeted for o Saviet city.

But keeping these manl weupons poised

for zction, theis fucl tanks filled with poi-

soncus g peopellants, way dangerous
and expensive, And the Tian's encormous
single warhend did not mesh with EmeTging
straiegic docirines that called for missiles
bearing muliple, independently tarpered
wirheads,

Belore the Titan Tls were 10 vears ok
the Peritecon had decided to get vid of them.
They were vsed 25 bargaining chips jn the
SALT I iafks: T was agezad that weapons
such as the Titan 11 wonld be removed and
their siles wonld not be filled  with new
mizsiles,  Shartly ufter Predident Reagan
took oflice in 1981, he ordersd deactiva-
tion of the entire Titan T flect

The Alr Foree gave the mission o Foromal
name—Praject River  Cap“e—md set
about the five-year task of dismantling the
deadiy missiles. The date, all 1% Titap
s, in Arizons  have heen  remowed,
Heve i centrab Kansas, 11 muissiles
remain 10 he pulled oul of the ground,
and work began in carncsl  last weel;
on the 17 Titan s statioped acar Litele
Rock, Atk.

The delicate and potentizlly dangerous
deaclivation his been entrusted to @ eare-
filly treincd corps of missile-mainlenance
eaneris, The Kansgs contipeent ineludes
Chiel" Master  Sgt. Bugene  Seoular,
whose 33 years of service make him one
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of the low people who have been In e
Air Forea longer thun the Titaas Lave.
Phe casual.  loquacious  sergeant says
removing  the  1L00-powud  warhead-
with & uranitm paylead equivalent to @
million tons of TNT <5 the casy pard
“You hagl ber owt of theee with 2 crane
apd put her on a trnck and spy goodbye
e said,

Like alb usced nuclerr weapons, the Titan
warheads uze tumed over to the Depert-
ment of Enerzy and shipped to the nuclear
fiel plant in Amerille, Tex. for reprocess-
ing. The tricky part of dismantling a
misstle s the removal of s lauid fusl,
The dimethyl-Lxdrazine  fuel aad the
nitrogen Letroaide azidizer with which 1
mixes for blasloff are  potent ioxins: in
1955, 1wo workers were killed by leaking
Tusl a1 one of the Titar shes aear here.

A wrew af Upropellant teansfer  spe-
vialista™ ia bulhy white spacesuils wse
cusiom-tnili 20000 vacuum cleaner to
pemp the dangerous liguids from the
rackst to a2 Feel of fapker (rocks. TF
il sags well, il takes about eight hours
Lo empty one Titan's fuel tanks. But things
sametimes (urn sour; A rainstorm comes
along, The wind blows too hard. The fucl
lings lzak, creating a scary  phenomenon
Kown 1o the crews as g “BFRC™,
whichh  measter Sgt. Scovlar  translates
delicately  as “Big Flipping Red Cloud™.
Iy sech cases, Tuel removal can fuke
more than two  weeks,

The sibos. after sitting open long enough
For vhe Suviets to make their verifications,
will ke dynamited. [illed with rubble and
covered over, wailing [oy 2 22nd century
archaeologist to find them and ponder the
purpose of these underorand stroctures.

Conrtesy-—The  Guardian,
London, May 25, 1985
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A Commonwealth Defence Force

Proposed”

The Commonwealth Purdizmentary Aszsovi-
ation has proposed the creation of a defenee
force, consisting of regional deplovinent
mnits, to gssist the smaller couneries of the
Commonwealth Jdefend  themaclves, This
proposal, made In a report ol o study
group of the Assodiation. is te be dis-
cussed  at a Commoawealidh Summid
scheduled to Be held in Lhe Bahumas lalz
ngxt vear, The proposed calls for Conimon-
wealth countrics in cach tegion o copiri-
bute troops tooa smull. comman angd well-
armed “ready reaction units”. This anit
cordd come to the aid of amall Comnan-
wealth statzs that are foe poor o afford
their own armed forces, OF the world's
thirty-eight small countric: swo-thicds are
Copmonwealth members, These counlgies
hawe populations of fess than a million
Many independont Pacilic and Carthbean
1isbands fall onder this catceory, They arc
quite defenceless againsl possible attacks
by an enemy or sgamst poachers lishing in
their territorial waters. and dreog e
glers,

The creation of a commoen defence foree
would he a first for the Commonwealth
nations which hitherto served as a forom
for political and geononmic talks. I played
no military role and is not an alliance. The
UJS invasion of Granada in 1983 arowsed
the concers. of some Commonwealth
members who condemnged it as an act of

blatant intervention. This proposed delence .

force will not interfere in the inlernal
affairs of members. Tt would inlervens only
when invited to do so by a lemitimate
Commenwealth  government. In recent

years some amall Commonwealth  slates.

have been latrels of threats and sonig have
been invaded. In the absence of a responws-

ble body which woeuld come 1w their aid
quickly in the case of an emergency these
states are helpless.

Attenlion PAF!

F-10ds AVIONICS T(: BE UIPDATED

A programme  designated  ASA
{Avionics System  Update) has been
implemenied do maintain the clfcetive-
nuess of the 121045 fichter plane for an-
othcr ten vears. A tofal of 243 F-1044
aircraft were produced by Aeritalia at
its Turin facilities. Under the ASA
prografne the ontive avionies sysiemn
will be revamped (incloding installation
of a new radar sysiem wilh Took-
down capabilif¥) and the Might and
weapons svsfemis will he upgrated (in-
cluding the addition of an in-figit
refuclling system and the Aspide 1A
inissile).  Modernigalion of  military
aircealt is a vital part of a nation's
defence planning, and the Ttalian Air
Foree bas already implemented such a
programme for its ‘“Atlantic™  anhi-
submurine aireraft.

Accordung 1o Sir Amoli Gajo, President
of the Senate of Barbados whe s also the
head of the study groog, Tn any emearEcncy
situation it is 70 wse oz small units frying
o depend an the United Nations for help.
We have 1o oot toeether reglonully through
the Cammonwaalth fo try to help oursebves.
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Cither proposals made by the study group
were, strengthening  the  parlinmentasy
povernmenls in smal states, & Common-
wedlth Development Fund and also u come-
mon fund set up by Pacific, Afvicun and
Caribbesn  trade ministers 1o stahilise
coimmedily prices,

Tnventor of the Baf'ley
Bridge dies

SIR DONATD BAMLEY, the fneemtor of

thre Builey bridoe which plaved o crveial
revde fin tho Afliod vigrory in the Second World
War, died fn the fiext weels of Mayv, 1985
Heoowas 83

The wnovable military bridge was wsed in
the Novmeandy lwndingy and caveicd  Alfied
troops, funky, end s aver eivers and
gorpes o Ewope. Field-Marshal
Monteomery  seid:  “Withonr the  Bafley
Aridee we shewld not Bave wor (e war”

Sir Donafd. whe speut much of biy boy-
haind saaking windel Bridecs from picces of
winad  arid  mtving, was pindest abowd Rix
achifevemient, saving Gt T oway fust pard
of kv jelr ar a civil engincer. Wien Ny
knighthoed was anaounced fn 1946 and o
foast was pragoyed (v R e oreplicd: O
think the feast should be (o the men who put
the Botfev bridees up”

Sir Donall’s bridee,  cysemibloed from
wifded panaly lnked B pinged jolaty ard
smade of ylesf, ecame in Dght vmify casify
carriod by o few men. Monigorery said: 1t
wars the best thing it that [lne we over lad”

Sir Donelel was born tn 1901 i1 Yorkshire,
He was edvcufed at the Feve, Cuambeidge.
aiel tonks an enginoering degree gr the Uni-
versity of Shefficld,. He joiwd rhe Chpil
Serwier in 1928 and was posted tg the srperi-
mentad  brideing staf of the  aeme ot
Christchurch, Hampshire,
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The War (Hjfee aecepted the invention in
80 e all earfly experimental werk was
carrted ont i the deawing office and work-
shaps of He Chefviolueell extablihnent.

The Star War
Controversy

On Murch 23, 1984, Presideni Reagan
asked experts to examing the wses of apace
fior protection against nuclear attack. To-
day. that effort affects US-50vict relations
and arms negotiations, technology develop-
menl. Mato, and doinestic politics. The
Prasident wus inspiced by High Frontier, an
ideg voncehed from anli-ballistie miszile
{ABM}dafense convepls ol the 19603, which
ervisioned  wezpons ntereepting balliste
misgiles.  After the Reagan request, the
Ided wrs dubbed ‘sier wars” and became a
goverpment project called Strategic Defense
Initiarve (3107}, under command of Adr
Foree Lr. Geaeral Tames A, Abrahamsan.

Copgress provided 3D with £25 hillion
far a five year poriod hegmning last April
zad limited Abvabamson to exploration of
these guestions: Ty a space-bused ABRM
defense feasible techuicully and stratezical-
I¥? Is it affordable T But while capornis ate
divided on theswe gquestions. ST ruiscd
stratgaie defense to new  lewels. The
Penteron greated a unified command to
coafral space-related military assets and
tasked the Alr Foree to lrain astrondugs
and co-ordinats space shuttle fiichts de-
vated  to nuoclear defense. The DOTX
completed plans for protection of more
then 100 earth-orbiling satelliies that U3
forces rely on for reconnaissance and com-
munications. Also, the Pentagon accele-
ruted development of  un anti-zatellite
weupor similar o0 Moscow's  “hunter-
kifler™ vehicle. Should High Frontier prove
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wnieasible, these efforis abready lonm o
kind of space defense weh.

A0 chief Abrahamson Tocenbis stated
that his [wslswing across Lhe ©S [romone
industrial conter to the nexi, tuught him
that Avnetican koow-how for militury appli-
cations L space 15 further advanesd than he
expecled, especially in sensov and micen-
clrenit technolegy, Abrabamson is coniident
that speed-ol-light laser and neeteal parti-
cle weapon beam svstems can b perfectad
heloie the vear 2000, And, former Defenss
Intelligence Aseney dircolor and retired Alc
Foree Geaeral. Daniel O Graham, belisves
that ofi-the-shali’ technology 10 destrow
incoming wirhazds can be assembied in s
years ot eost of 3112 hiliion und provids
2 geroen against nuelear atiack that woula
he #%5 wvercen: effective,  Wight  now,
America’s  Miwteman  land-hased inres-
contmental balliseic missile  (TCBMDY silos
are incapible of surviving attack by TCBMs,
and there is no guarantee that planned MX
missiles can be silloed properly, SDIy
critics sav that 12 percent of Soviet ICHEM:
breaking throwgh the net could wipe our
Aangeica’s lund-based deterrent,

Us Secretary of  Defense. Caspar
Weinberger, said this about SDI ceitieisi in
December: it is better to have & leekproof
defense in spave. owever. the value of &
Tess than leakproof but tobust syslem
ghoufd not be ruled ouwt, espocially with
respect Lo inherent valugs for anms alis”
Welnherger believes that Moscow 15 atraid
of losing a cupability to launch nuclzar
strikes, therclore SDT can fzad to pressure
for TCBM raductions, Ll is possible, he
argues, that the US could divert 12 pereent
inellectiveness, the way Hoodstoeams ars
directed away from populated areas, Mo
encouraging, though, is former MASA Ad-
ministrator James O, Fleiches comoent
thai  “milimeter-wave tadar and daser
imaging already enable discrimination and
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salection af missiles wwd nuclear warheads,™
Connecling these technelogies to encugh
accuratz, fast and well-protected weapons
swslems ronains SIS major challenge.

S01q nwmiti-laver defonse concapt ro-
guires dhat a Sovict TCEM be cngaged firs
al the and ol it boost-phase, when 2 missile
tises above the atreosphere ot the siurt of
its teajectory. 1 this fuils, allomots are
made to desiroy the massile afier the
hooster has burned away bol hefore war-
heads are released to travel individual flisht
paths. Should the Raiter Tail, effmts are
made to desleoy each warkesd, Kills during
the hoost anmd post-hoost phascs mean
more 1o w delender, since warheads ate
then parl of the missite, SDT propenents
saw this cun be accomnplished because lasaer
bBeams travel L0 miles in less than a
bundredih of a second, faster than anv
missile, Moreover, the skin of a Sovict
ICEM is one tenth of an inch thick. which
a laser beam can penclrake sasily, cansing
the missila to burn and disintegrate. In
wddition. neutral particle beams-—hydrogen
atons mevine MO0 miles per second—uan
be wsed to strike an TOBM in less than one
second, These bearms would léave from
sateliites capable of tracking Soviet missiles
24 hours a day, Bui o Nobgl lanrcale and
thysicisl, Dr. Hans Dethe, claimed Tast 3May
that 5DM ¢ould not work, The weight of
satellites nceded 1o connter Moscow®s 1,400
TCBMs. e saud, would be 400000 tons each,
ton hieavy to he sustained nider the number
of weapons [hat mast be deploved. Rethe
wlzo stated that more than 2300 satellites
costing 51 hillion cach would be raquired.
patling the cost of SO the trilliens. Also.
a 1984 Office of Techoelogy Assessmeni
{OTAY study Lwr Congress dgreed with
Bethe, and clatmsd thar the Soviets wonld
use chemicals lo put @ shine on their
missiles to deflect laser buams. OTA added
that Soviet TCBMs could he mads Lo spin
anzd prevent porticle beam targeting OTA
codcluged that a space defense dgainst



el
soviet TCBMs, “should not he ihe hasis of
i natiopal poliey ™

President  Rezsan's  seience  advisor.
Dr. Georme Keyworth, foweht hack late in
[934 by presenting resulis of & Lawseacs
Livermors Laborstory stady, which com-
puted that Berthe wae euilty of mathomati-
cal errar, that fower Chan 100 saiellites
weighing under 25000 tons would com-
prise an effeclive space deterrenl. Bethe
and the OTA hud based their lindings on
need to attack the eniire Soviet 1CRM
inventary st once, and misiakenly added a
factor of 25 to their ealeulations.

Dy, Robert Jastrow, lownder of the
Goddard Inctitute for Space Studies, colnt-
ere] Rethe this vear by spreading o map of
the porthern hemisphere, i@entifving foca-
tions of Soviet ICBM ficids and marking
them with a pin. He retated @ pointer down
from the North Pole across each missile
base ond determdined that around 200
satellites uvsing 50 well-spaced  arbits,
sufliced for a counteratiack asainst Soviat
ICEM=.

The Livermene study sssemed thatl less
than half the Soviet ICBM Foree would he
tsed in A& dirsl 8loike and cxlenlated the wuse
of 20 satcthites, Dr. Bethe and the OTA
vevised their estimates und, duting congres-
sional testimony, agreed with tesules of
D, Tastrow's simple experiment. Livermore
scientists added that zpy shine pof on an
BHORM would disselve from exhausts sue-
coundimg the missile during fAight, and thai
distances hetween the Soviet Union and
the U158 wanld allow [or heam weapons to
adfust toa missile’s spin.

All this means that aa ABRM defonae is
possible and, accarding to Kevworth and
Jaztrowe, mmigle cost less than $200 billion,
However, more than the existence of
technical  means and  affordability are
required b0 fustily development of an ABM
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defense. Political and military consider-
ations are equally important.

“5DI's political and stratesic uncertain-
tice arz many amd complex,” azrees 1S
arms negolistor, Paul Nitee, Furopeans
ponder if a successtul ABM program in
space would cause Washinglon to worry
less about the defense of Europe and with-
deaw auclear amd conventional forces from
Wato, Others are concernad  that  the
Soviels will obtain US ABM technology,
learn to counter such or develop similar
means, cregting wnother arms race. IIr
Robert Kupperman, former Chicf Scientist
for the 18 Arms Control and Disarma-
ment Agency worries that space will be-
come & preliminary istead of final batile-
field 1f nuciear weapons remain with cither
seperpowver.  Kupperman  envisions  the
superporvers  annihilating  ecach  other's
space assefs prior to carthbopne [CBM
exchanges, Why add another phase of war-
fure, he asks. Deputy Assistunt Seeretaiy of
Deefense  Stephen Brven, worries that
Soviats might derive applications from this
technology for use in other military cate-
gorizs, Thiz implies that, inside the frame-
wotk of deterrence stralepy and possi-
hilities fior arms control, SDT is destabilizing
und could cripple instead of terminating
the Mutual Assured Destruction (MAT
coacept that Washinglon and Moscow
have followed sinece 196t to provent a
ruclear exchange.

Chatrman of the House Armed Services
Committee, Les  Aspin, told MT  that
Anding oot that & space ABM defense will
cast 5200 billion instead of many willions
does not make the system "inespensive angd,
affordable™, especially of Congress funds.
easthborne  sirategic  defenses, as  well
Several of Aspin's committee members are
convirced that wceeptanee of an ABM
defense would end prospects for Pentagon
co-operation in reducing Amevica's budeet
delicits,
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In the first year of 5DI. techmcal re-
search out-siripped  political,  strategic
and economic feasibility studies. The Air
Force’s Tuly, 1934, Homing Overlay Experi-
ment (HOE) served inadvertently as a pilot
for future tests in space and proved that
heam weaponry can distinguish and engage
targels moving at great speeds. Even so,
President Reagan said at a press conference

“in Janwary, 1985, that, &t the moment, ST
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vould only be perceived as rescarch among
the uncertainties, inferring that actual ABM
development would be a decision for firture
Presidenls to think ahout.

Marvin Leibstone
Military Techaolegy
MILTECH 3-1985



