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The Militarization Of Bangladesh

Without martializing Bangladesh has militarized itell through a number of bleody
voups and mutinies sinee its emergence. It has developed, m othor words. the tradition of
military intervention in eivil affairs without acquiring the urge to martial o1 war-like
prowess and adventurism, The very circumstance of its birth, marked by a blaze of vio-
fence and bloodshed. had portended the emerzence of 2 martial or war-like state: but the
native Bengali pacifism triumphed over the transicnt, war-bred suerrnilla militancy and the
averall civilisn control of nationsl affairs was precently restored. Months of Lighting o the
hitter end, however, seem to have lefl a tradition of resolving things by military mzans,

Porliaps, the huppiest thing to happen in the new country had been the virtual extinction
of militant oreaniztions like the Mukei Babini (The Liberation Army-—an essentially
baurpeois-naticnalist rather than a revolutionary orgnization): and the raw and ruthless,

aru-mitlitary leaders like Brigadier (Tiger) Siddigi—with-zn inordinate love for bloodspill-

ing and chutzpah. The rockless abandon with he which bludgeoned and bayanoted the
so-called Pakistani collaborators (patriots by any standards in united Pakistan) for the
henefit of the [oreign press photoghraphers, movie and TV camera crews; will always be
recalled with a deep sense of hosror. Thank God, this breed of adventurous freedom-
fighters has disuppearcd saving the country [Tom a prolonged spell of vielent internal
sirife and possibly of civil war.

Ideally suited for guerrilla-type operations, Bangladesh, without adequate political
contral, that came to etav in apite of all the chinks in its armour, could have beon thrown
it the ahyss of extreme lawlessness, The available Maxalite pattern of anarchist agitational
politics, remforeed by battle-tested militants, could have served as o mndel for future
operations entailing no end of trouble for the newly-born country. Fortunately, however,
this was dropped in favour of contealled military interventions with limited violence and
bloodshed,

N ois guite remarkable how Bangladesh has mansged (o withstand and survive the
aumerous contradictions inherent in the very accident of its birth. Violence, once it is sup-
posed to have oulived its utility asainst an external adversary, and is suddenly curbed
by those in authority. tends to torn inwards often against erstwhile friends. T did happen
in Bangladesh on a fairly luree scale withowt over-spilling and contaminating the body-
politic itself. A re-play of the Brafran or the Ethiopian or the Angolan or Cambodian
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expzrience of prolonged miernicine aimed strugele would have been too much for the new
conntey Lo withstand.

The martializing process, initiated by youngmen flocking to the ranks of the Mukd
Bahini, was regulated and counter-balanced by the proper militarization of the militants—
whether trained soldiers (deserters [rom the Pakistan Army) or raw converts o arms undar
the then prevailing mass bysteels, The armed forces took the siluation in their hands to
exclude any possibility of rival military or para-military organizations jockeying for power
towards the astainment of mutuallv-antagonisiic strategies and aims. Thuas the contrel and
repularization of rival mifitant zroups was perbaps the greatest achievement of the
Banpgladesh armed forces. It was nothing short of a miracle that, in the vacuum following
ths withdrawal of the victorious Indian lorces from Bangladesh, the insurgent elements at
the peak of their martial power and glory were not allowed to take over. Instoad, the
armed forces under the overall command of General M. A.G. Osmany (a retired full colonel
of the Pakistan Army) moved in to the exciusion of all the irregular militant groups. General
Osmany, despite his full involvemant and dctive participation in the guerrilla insurpency
at the hizhest level of command (by virtue of his senior army rank as there were others like
Mujor—later Major-General and Pregident Zia-ur-Rahman—ito challenge General Osmany™s
status in the Muksi Bahini hicrarchy on the basis of merit and performance) retained his
deeply-irgrained sense of military discipling and of relative detachment from politics. And
it was just as well as during the early days of its emergence, Bangladesh could ill-afford any
infighting between rival militant groups,

Shorily afterwards, however, a new irritable strain developad in the Bangladesh armed
Forecs with the repatriation of the Bengali (formerly East Pakistani) units posted m (West)
Pakistan. The bulk of these units had participated in the war on the western front, only half-
heartedly thoush. al times even dislovally, as some of them en masse, and still others
sporadically, deserted and ¢eossed over to the other side of the border. There were two
Bengali general officers Tt General Khawaja Wasinddin, Master General of Ordnance
(MGO) wL the General Headquarters (GHO) and Major General Sikandrul (Bacchu) Karim
commanding an armoured division, in one of the most sensitive sectors of the war. However,
the armoured division, a key element of our striking force. though fully deployed was
never committed along with the rest of that force.

In all there were soms 28,000 men and officers, soldiers, sailors and airmen. Except
for some rare excepilons (Colonel Abdul Qayyum of the Armoured Corps was
ong such among senior officers) every Benpali offiver opted  for, and was subseguently
repattiated to Bangladesh in a remarkably smocth and trouble-free operation. The
Pakistan Government and the GHOQ could have, had they so wished, logitimalely
put on the mat several senior Hengalli officers—brizadiers and eoloneis—in  scnsilive
positions during the war for conduct unbecoming, hut would not,

These officers and men were recaived with mixed leelings of relief by their Kins ang
friends and of irritation by their professional collsazues in Bangladesh. The fact remuined
that ali the Bengalis posted in (West) Pakistan had been LOBs (left out battle) and, in this
sense at least, could not justifiably lay claim to the {rvits of wvictory. They had two very
strong factors in their favour, however. First and foremost was the identical circumstanes
of ihe absencs of Sheikh Mujib-ur-Rahman, the supreme lcader and the father of the
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nation, from the armed strugele waped sith the help of the Indian forces. Sheikh Mujib-ur-
Rahman in remote Lyallpur {now Faisalabad) in the Punjab was facing a eourt martial
for waging another kind of war agpinst the state of Pakistan, of which he was a citizen
as well as the leader of the country’s majority political party, outlawed in the wake of its
open rebellion and revolt against the state and the forcible setzure of the apparatus of the
provincial government,

The other major fuctor in favour of the repatriates was their professional execellence
and experience sorely needed by he fledgling armed forees, The type of batlle expericnes the
locally-bused forces had imbibed during the insorgency under the overall cperational
control of Tndia’s Eastern command (from whose area they had been condycting their ope-
rations) had pot only lost their relevance to the character and spirit of a regular national
military establishment but also posed 4 potential threat to its development on sound pro-
fessional lines. After necessary ipvestigation and screening, most of them were absorbed,
but several others, notably the two general officers—Wasiuddin and “Bacchu' Karim were
honourably retired. General Wasiuddin was re-emploved in the foreign service (where he
still, most probably, is) while General Karim took to private business enterprize and is
reporied to have heen thriving, There was a press repogt of the appointment of one retired
Geaeral Sikandrul Karim (in all likelihood *Baschu’) as adviser to General Ershad followed
by another report of his resignation.

The two major elements in the Bangladesh armed forces had a somewbal unessy
co-existence failing to achieve the fusion and camaraderie for which professional armies
are often noted. The case of Air Vice Marshal Tawwab (a reticed PAF Group Captain—
a repatriate and an LOB) is symptomatic of the divergence between the locally-based,
Mukti Bahini-oriented and the Paldstan-based elements of the Bangladesh armed
forces. The Group Captain, who had resigned his commission in Pakistan was promoted
Air Vice Marshal and most probably (please correct me if T am wrong) the first chief of
stafi of Bansladesh Air Force. Subsequently he fell out of grace and migrated to
Wesp Grermany where he still lives with his German wife.

Since independence, the Bangladesh armed forves have not been battle-tested and et
bloodied thrice in military coups and mutinies, To an ouiside observer, without the benefit
of authoritative information, it appears that, the militant strain into the Bangladesh armed
forces has entered via the ex-Mukti Bafinis rather than the repatristes by and large, better-
disciplined and trained and organized, 1 also appears thai the Mukti-Bahing style of vio-
lence as scen in Bangladesh's military coups and the cold-blooded murder of President
Major-Genergl Zia-ur-Rahman loflowed by the murder, in mysterious eircmstances, of
Major-General Manzoor, (the key figure in the President’s assassination) is now giving
way to better and more organized ways of government tako-over and management.

To Lieut-Gen., Hossain Mohammad Ershad goes the twin distinction of staging the
first blandless nnd forthright coup in Bangladesh. The coup held no element of surprise for
anyone even casually following the various devzlopments in Bangladesh ever since the
assassination of President Maj.-Gen. Ziaur Rahman on May 31, 1981, Gen. Ershad never
made a secret of his contention  that in view of repeated civilian failare his army  had to
have a preater rode to play in national affairs.
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: T Lhif. way alone, he believed and reasoned, could the armed forces be prevented feom
having to iatervens in civil affaics every now and then.

In o kev-note interview to The Gugrdion, London, (See wigfer  Docionentarion) n
October last (about a month after the banging of 12 officers invelved in the murder of
President Zinur Ralman and just a little over a month before the general elections in the
Lhied week of November) Gen, Frshad demanded o ‘constitutional” role for the military
in the country’s affaivs, E

e said: “In o developing nation, the army does play & very high role o the stahility
of the country, To stop further coups, if the army participates in the administration of the
country, then they will probably have a feeling they are also involved and thex will not be
frustrated.”

" A more nnambiguovs declaration of intent on the part of a serving chief of staff
would be hard to come by in the history books of military takeovers—normally super-
secret Byzanline uffairs—palace conspiracies hiristling with elements of high drama.

Cren, Ershad ficst showed his mettle when, in 2a order of the day. on Sept. 7, he chose
o challenge the supremacy of the High Courls or the Supreme Court of Bangladesh, ag
that time. considering petitions of the condemmed officers to rule that they had jurisdiction
over the fate of those tried and sentenced by the secret court martial.

Gen. Ershad said: “I want to asserl again that we consider it against our Constitution
that a matter concerning military affairs should be dragzed into the High Court. and we
consider it also a threat to the discipline of the armed forees, We really hope that the law
will take its own course. 1 would like to tell our soidiers in all ranks that the sentences
siven by the court martial will he implemented, Let there be no doubt or suspicion about it.”

A more blunt statement by a chief of s@aff, still without the umbrella of martial law,
calling in question the competence of the highest judicial and legal forum of the land
vis-a-vis the armed forees, can hardly be imagined.

The wital guestion that remains unanswerced #s vet is why the civilian authorities.
exccutive and judicial, did not take note of Gen. Ershad’s ostensibly calewlated imperti-
nence and procesded to relieve him of his command and place him on the retired list ins-
tantly without assigning reasons. On the contrary. the excentive as well as the judiciary
gulped it all without wincing. After sucha pathetic display of civilian passivity and Lolerance

to threatening insubordination, military intervention would be only a guestion of time.

Through ten whole monthe—between May 31, 198 (assissination of Gen. Aiaur
Rahman) and March 23, 1982 (imposition of martial lawy Gen. Lrshad had provided
enough grounds for drastic execniive action against hirmn, But he was not even given a mild
reprimand for all we know. Even after the general elections on November 15, 1981, which
confirmed the incumbent president, Mr. Abdus Sattar (a man of Gen, Ershad’s own choos-
ing) in office, the army Chief of Staff went on pressing for dircet military participation in
national affaies. The President, reduced to mere figurchead, despite his huge electroal
victory, made one move alter another, to appeuse the military bt ¢ven the maximm was
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not enough for the army chief. He would not even accept the military dominated national
security council including heads of the tliree Services, and hranded it a5 **a body not accept-
able o us as it will not meet our demands and aspirations.™

That was barely a few wecks belore he imposed his martial law 1ot so much in defiance
of the civilian authority as in default of it. Gen, Lrshad had put his civilian masters to the
test and found that they were all men of straw.

Now the big question is whether Gen. Ershad’s martial law is going to hold. In hig
Octoher interview to The Guardian, Gen. Ershad said that he had discussed the Turkish
pattern of military participation in civil affairs with the late President Zia. “But nitimately
we discarded it...we are a different nation. Our people are politically very very conscious.
[ should say, it is a volatile nation,”

Traditionally also, Bangladesh has been resistant to hero-worship, very purticularly in
the military field, Gen. M.A.G. Osmany, Brigadier (Tiger) Siddigi and Maj-Gen. Ziaur
Rahman, among many others, had been in the vanzuard of their armed strugele in 1971
and none of them has been enshrined in the popular folk-lore or imagination. The tragic
fate that overtook Gen, Zisur Rahman is too well-known: and Gen. Osmany and Brig,
{Tizer) Siddigi, though still alive, are hardly having an easy thime, pot to speak of mass
adulation in their country,

More or Tess the same thing goes for political leaders, and after whut happened to the
Banza Bandha Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the Father of the Nation, Tet there be no allusions
lelt about any political myth-making and hero-worship in Bangladesh.

The Benualis, as Gen. Ershad said, are indeed a volatile® people committed maore to the
land than to the leaders thal come and go. Besides, they do not secm to have the same
lovalist tradition that we have here in Pakistan. This is particularly true of the Rangladesh
military establishment that has been through four military coups in eleven years of which
only one has been bloodless. Gen. Ershad would do well always to bear in mind this facet
of his countrymen’s psyche.  Be they civilians or soldiers, Bengalis. as a whale, are im-
patient of authoritarianism: and Gen. Ershad would have to move pretly fast if hie does
not wish to be overtaken by the fate of his predecessors,

Possibilitics of internal conflict within the military establishment itsell as well as public
Jtrife cannot be ruled oul. For a nation born in armed insurgency and put through three
hloody mutinies and coups, it would be nothing new to take up arms when they have to.
According to Gen. Ershad himself “Martial law is never the answer. .. The army’s tole
iz different from ruaning an administration. If you get involved in this, ultimately you
destroy the army.”

As an ex-Pakistan ormy officer returning to his  country alter it had been already
made. General Ershad could not have heen unfamiliar with the interventionis Ayubian
legacy in tespect of civil and national affairs, Much as the Bengalis showed a horror of
martial law in united Pakistan, they had becn, quite evidently, imbibing the Ayubian tradi-
tion only envying their West Pakistani brethien, dominating the armed forces, for using
and cnforcing it in actual practice. Even under Pakistani martial law, Rengah officers.
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cngaged in martial law doties, seemed to relish their job contrary to their overt and
seneralby-accepted aversion to it As brigadier in-charge civil affairs (Brig Civ.) at. HQ
CMLA, Genperal ‘Bacchu' Karim. had been in the highest policy-making echelons,
contributing his full share towards imposing and enforcing martial law. And there were
several others senior Benpali officers (Brigadier Majid. brigadier martial law in  Daeca
itself) performing martial law duoties satisfactorily and willingly.

To the shared Ayubian legacy has been added another and more positive factor, the
Islamic orientation of the General Ershad’s regims coming very close 1o the irrevocable
commitment of General Mohammad Zia-ul-Hag's government Lo the establishment of the
Tslamic order in Pakistan, It is evident that Bangladesh has come a long way from the
secularism of the carier days to its present-day non-seoularism and return to the Islamic
ideotosy as the integral pact of statecraft. The phenomenon must be thoroughly examined
and apalysed to hnd out if on the comman pillars of mactial faw and Islamic idealogy a
super-structure  of sympathetic understanding and co-operation could be raised between
patted twain.

The militarization of the non-martial Bangladesh has been new and intriguing pheno-
menon in the affairs of the subconunent. Rather than turn up one’s nose at it 4 seriols
clfort be made to understand and cvaluate it in the context of the overall internal
security clunate of the subeontinent.

It is wlso the time for the Indian leaders, smug in the belief of the strength and durability

of their democratic tradition and order, to stop and think about the future role of their
armed forees in the conduet of their national affairs.

Brivadier Abdul Rahman Siddigi (Retd)



Martial Law In Bangladesh

4 Selective Chronology

Compiled By

Ekramul Haque

Toaccs, Oclober 1. The Bangladssh
Army Chicf of Staff Lt. Gen. H.M. Ershad
has asked the politicians o think about
making some important constitutional
changes under which the Armed Forees
could play an effcctive role in the national
affairs. This, accerding to Ershad, would
ward off the future coup attempts,

Movember 21. Gen, Erchad said today that
thets was deep sense of deprivation in the
nabion’s armed forees, and vetlerated that
they be given a role in running the country.
According to him, the assassinations of
Mujib-ur Rahman and later Zia-ur Rahman
i a mutiny last May, were “results of depri-
vaton.”™ He said Bangladesh’s defence
forces were cohesive and disciplineéd today
adding: “Tasha Allah (God willing), we shall
not see another military upheaval in the
forseeable future.™ He also said the army
was happy at the election of Mr, Sattar as
President to succeed late Zia-ur-Rahman.

December 23, President  Abdus  Satiar
yesterday called on the armed forces to
help “consolidate our achievement and
prepare for the future by shouldering in-

creased  responsibility  for building  the
nation.™

December 26. Bangladesh 1s hikely to have
a four or five-member MNational Scourity
Council which will include the three Services
chiefs and will have wide powers. Ap-
parently, this s being dope to satisfy the
derrands made by Tt Gen. Ershad for
the Army’s active participation in the
governance of the state. Two days earlier
Ershad said that a nation that neplected
ity soldiers could not achieve anyvthing great.

January 1. The Bangladesh Government
sel up a powerful National Security Coun-
cil to explore wayvs and means of ensoring
participation of the armed forces in the
counkry’s  soclo-economic  development.
The new council replaces the MNational De-
fenee Council which dealt only with security
matters and defence arrangements, The
new council includes heads of the thres
Services, country’s Viee President, Prime
Minister and Ministers of Interior, Foreign
Affairs, Tndustries and Finance.

Jammary 4. Gen. Osmani, a Bangladesh
political party leader and lformer Chief of
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Seall of the conntry’s armed [orces, strongly
criticised the demands of Lt. Gen. Ershad
for the Army’s wider cole in the counley's
affairs saying e was setting a deplorable
iradition by entering inte politics in uni-
form.

January 5. The Bangladesh Armed Forces
have told the Government they do not ac-
copt the newly-formed National Security
Couancil. Last week Lt. Gen. Ershad in an
interview satd the “council i3 not relevant
to our demands and aspirations.”” Asked
what he had in mind and in what form the
Council would have heen acceptable to
Wim the General said: “You will know
gverything in due time.”

January 17. President Sattar has denied
suggestions that the recently-formed 10-
man National Security Council would give
the Bungladesh Armed Forees a clear role
in diciding fundamental national issugs.
“The Council will not take over as the
supreme  decision-making body, it will
simply have an advisory role,” Mr. Satlar
said.

January 28. President Abdus Sattar today
inaugurated a new Parliament building
saving Bangladesh would aever go back to
the monolithic or other system from the
current presidential form of democracy.

February 11. Bangladesh President Satiar
dissolved the 4l-member cabinet tonight
and said the decision followed a serious
national crisis,

Fobruary 12, A pew |E-member Cabinel
was sworn in today by Bangladesh Presi-
dent Sattar. The Government today
ordered an immediate probe into allega-
tions of corruption against Ministers who
were sacked by the President.

February 26. The National Security Coun-
cil came under heavy fire in the Bangladesh
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Puarliumtent today, the opposition staging i
walkout apainst the speakers decision not
to have any debate on the issue.

Mareh 2. Bangladesh Premicr Shah Aziz-
ur Rahman allayed fears expressed by
opposition deputies in the parliament that
Martial Law would soon be declared in the
country, He said such fears were unfoun-
ded and the eiviian government had per-
fect understanding with the Armed Forees.

Miarch 24. Bangladesh army strongman
Lt.-Gen, Hossain Mohammed Ershad
spized power today in a pre-dawn military
coup and said he had taken over because
of corruption in public lifc and power
struggle in the ruling party.

The Bansladesh Radio said night curlfew
had been imposed in Dacea and other vities
and all political activities, pProcessions,
strikes and public mectings had been bann-
ed for the duration of Martial Law.

March 25, Army units in armoured cars
had moved in and occupied all key admi
nictpative buildings and communication
centres in Dacca,

Gen. Ershad’s broadcast on radio and
TV, in sharp contrast fo the scenes of
jubilations when Gen, Zia-ur Rahman had
stased the coup, was heard by the people
with apathy and most bazars had  imme-
diately closed down.

Thacca Radio gave no report aboul
President Sattar and the members ol his
Cabinct. The AR, however, said that
Sattar and his Cabinct men were under
house arrest,

Bangladesh remained gquiet as the new
military government issned o series of de-
ctees investing it with sweeping powers.
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A later news said that peither Sattar nor
premizr Shah Aziz-ur-Rahman were under
arrest. Those arrested include Finance
Minister, Commerce Minister, and a pro-
Moscow “Lhkota’ party leader Surajit Sen
gupta as was 4 Lormer chairman of the
Freedom Fighters Organisation.

March 26. Abul  Fazal  Mohammad
Ahsurnyddin Chowdbary, a retired judge of
the Bangladesh Supreme Court. was today
named President by Li-Geo, Mobhammed
Frahad.,

The autherivies suid 215 had so far been
arrested for alleged corruption and misuse
ol official power.

March 27, Hossain Ershad said
that he planned keeping Martial Law n
the country for the nexi two vears.

today

“Wy time frame is two years. IT we mect
our objectives we will go back Lo the
barracks”—the Gen. said. Ahsanoddin
wis swarn in us President.

Mareh 28, Five former Ministers  have
heen ordered to report o the Martial Law
authorities immediately or face action. The
Mayor of Dacea Mr. Hasnat was arrested
by the authoritics.

March 30, Bangladesh new  President
Ahsanuddin Chowdbury vesterday called
on the nation lo cooperate with the Mae-
tial Law authorities in stamping out cor-
ruption in the country.

April 1. Ershad today  sel up 2 special
tribunal to try offences under Martial Law,
The five-member tribunal, with powers Lo
deliver death sentenices will be headed by
Brigadier Moshahed Chowdhury.

April 4, The military government hits
Farmid five more special muilitary courls 1o

9

try former ministers and officials werested
on charges of corruption, abuse of office
power and anti-state activitics, Ershad to-
day also set up 23 Summary Martial Law
courts and ordered ban on all stodent
unions in the country.

April 6. Authorities disclosed  that they
have alse eslablished 23 lower summaty
courts to firmly enforce rules of Martial
Law government.

April 7. Ershad sacked seven civil scrvanis
in an apparent purge of the administration.

April 8 The mihitary tribunal has siarted
hearing of the case of former Deputy P.M.
My, Jamaluddin Ahmed. Gen. Ershad reite-
ruted that the Bangladesh Armed Forees
have no lust for power and they would set
an example hy transferring power fo civil-
ians,

April 9. Seven top officials were dis-
missed from their jobs by the Martial Law
authoritics. Tn an ansterity campaign the
Bangladesh government reduced the num-
ber of minisiers to 17 from 41

April 12. The new povernment has dis-
solved @ S3-member pool of envovs formaed
by assassinated President Zia-ur-Rahman
LW Nears ago.

Through a new Martial Law Order
(MLOI, Gen. Ershad took over officially
all executive and legislative powers in
his hands, The new order empowers him
to make any law which will have the
same foree as an act of Parliament.

April 15. Bangladesh martial law authorities
have recalled 22 sepior diplomats and
downgraded foreign missions to charge d’
affaiers level in an apparent move to re-
arganise the Foreign Ministry
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April 16, Bangladesh’s [lormer Deputy
PM. Jamalpddin Ahmed was today sen-
tenced hy a spacial Martial Law tribunal to
“rigorous imprigonment till the rising of
the court” and fined Taka 3,350,000 for
cortuption and criminal misconduct. The
Martial Law authorities ordered all high-
ranking govt. and semi-govt. officials 1o
submit detailed particulars of their sons
and daughters studying abroad and the
means of financing their studies.

April 18, The govt. today sacked 18 senior
officials and recalled 15 envoys as part of
reshuflling the stalf,

April 23, The govt. will hold elections of
village union councils coming November
as the first step towards seiting up locally-
clected body in the country.

April 29. A second Martial Law tribunal
has been set up in Bangladesh to try [ormer
Cabinet  Ministers and politicians on
charges of corruption.

April 30, Bangladesh former Deputy Pro-
mier Mr. Jamaluddin Ahmed was sentenc-
ed here today to scven vears rigorous im-
prisonment and fined about 50,000 dollars
on charges of corruption and misuse of
official power for personal gains. OfF his 11
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co-accused, two were sentenced to four and
{wo vears terms respectively and fined an-
other 40,000 dollars. The remaining nine
were acquitted on the occasion of the
Bengali New Year's day.

May 10. Ershad on Sunday night called
for forging unity between the Armed Forees
and the people wage a relentless struggle to
achieve ceonomic emancipation of the mas-
s¢s, cnsure social justice, establish rule of
law and promote wellare of the common
ma.

May 12, A military court yesterday sen-
tenced a former Deputy Director of Na-
tional Intellience Service (MIS) Lo seven
vears’ rigorous imprisonment for patronis-
ing several private brothels in Dacea.

May 13, A special military court sentene-
vd to death four persons belonging to the
Youth Front of the former ruling Bangla-
desh  Nationalist Party on charge of
murder, This is the first time that death
sentences were awarded by Martial Law
court under the present government.

May 14. Gen. Ershad has decided to solicit
public opinion for his steps towards the ad-
ministrative reorganisation.



Martial Law In Bangladesh

M. B. Nagyi

Gen. Hussain Molammad Lrshod, the Bangladesh ariny chicf, took
over the country's government almost in slow morion, He and ki ather
generals had been signalling their intention for moaifis: it was even more
widely expected than the first military takeover in the original Pakistun
(1958). Gen. Ershad went so far as to inform the US, Britain: Tndiy and
Pakistan long before the zero hour and, apparvently, no one discowraged
hirm strongly or serfously enough.

After proclaining their Martial Low (ML) Gen. Evshad and  his
colleggues are going about their business as if it were tweaty four years ago
there are vigorous cleaniiness and punctvalily drives ! rooting out Corruprion
fram burcavcracy and eleausing the public life; accounis wnderlining how
bad, corrupt and inefficient the politicians were. Bureaucracy is being
wreadily infiltrated by uniformed persomnel, whether serving or retired:
there is the same expression of regrer ahout the reluctance to svize power
Sor its owm sake: aud, af course, the faith in veal democracy end populgr
government continwes to he agserfed and a resteration of répresentative
saverRment s prownired Tar soon ar possible™,

The enly thing new i, aport from the political baekgrownd of
Bangladesh in the first few manths of 1982, the proferved rationale
by the wew CMILA-Prexident: [f he ond bis peseraly hod not moved
when and how they did, everyone would fove had o revolt by the Jawans
and the subalierns on fis hands; iy aroy s o focior in the peliticai hife
of the cowntry and withowt a constinutional rofe 1t would not be satisfied,

Fiews expressed by #he writer are noy necessarily  those af
Defence  Jovrnal,

it all looks like a revival of the old F.M, deadly serious matter, at least [or the
Ayub Ehan play, with only minor updating Bangladesh people, 8o far, one has not
of the script. The elements of familiarity mentioned the people all the 90 million of
however, should not breed contempt; it is a them, as il they do not count. [t would be a
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mistake o igoore them. No one can forget
their decisive involvement in politics of the
last two years of united Pakistan and their
role in the 1971 civil war, That spurt of
activity had come after the inactivily.
disunity and frustrations of nearly &
decade and a half, including that costly
fraud of the Decade of Development
that finally destroyed evan the possibility
of national unity. There is no Teason to
suppose the people of that unhappy land
will not again, one day, finding they have
been cheated out of their hopes of inde-
pendent Bangladesh, the Sonar Bangla,
riscin revolt. That could be a ferocious tidal
wave. This is an ever prescnt possibility—
indeed likelihood. When that may happen 1s
anybody's guess. But until then, the
politicians, in and out of uniform. can
have a frec run of the place.

Background. When one talks of the back-
sround to this recent development in the
Bangladesh politics. one should keep the
trauma of the 1971 in view. That was a frue
civil war and that presupposes two sides,
In this case, it s all too readily forgotten
that the losing side did not merely comprise
the “West Pakistani™ Army or the Biharis.
There were many Muslim Bengalis who
took both the relizious bond and Pakistan's
unity scriously and they were apprehensive
of the rising tide of Bemgali nationalizm.
Since the regime that stood for nationzl
unity and talked incessantly of Islam was
autogratic and had no legs to stand on n
its refusal to do what it had promised, the
Bengali Muslim opponents of the Bengali
nationalism stayed gquiet and politically
inactive. In any case, it would have been
odd Tor them actively to side with the
military in a situation of its confrontation
with the inflamed Bengali nationalist
opinion, represented by the Awami League
{AL) of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, especial-
ly when the power-drunk penerals were
manifestly in the wrong and were refiusing
to make over power to popular representa-
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tives of Pakistan. Few could then stand up
and be counted for Pakistani nationalism

in that fouled wup sitwation (in East
Pakistan), But they were very much
there.

We now have the benefit of the hindsight,
Most of the troubles in Bangladesh, alter
its independence, seem attributable to the
conflict in the body-politic between these
two, separate strands: Bengali nationalism
of Awami League Lype and the ‘traditional®
rightwing belisf in Islam providing the chiel
political identification mark. No one has
been able to resolve this conflict; it conti-
nues to divide Bangladesh Muslims. 1t is
obvious the partisans of neither school is
able to be either intellectually self-conli-
dent or single-minded enough or capable
of earrying all the people with it. Simply
put, the inadequacy of cither is obvious: il
Bengali language and culture are the main
political attributies to describe, sustain
and give identity to the people of Bangla-
desh, how can anyone in reason exclude the
Hindus of Bangladesh, all theWest Bengalis
and the Benmali-speaking people elsewhere
in eastern Tndia. It seems an entirely secular
Bengali nationalism that rises above the old
religions divide and docs not command
sutomatic allegiance of all Bangladeshi
Muslims. At the other oend, if like
Pakistan, Islam is to coatinue to provide
the basis of identity and wnifying principle
for the Bangladesh nationalism, or what-
ever its political credo is to be called, the
question arises: why was Pakistan broken
up? If the Tslamic bond was indeed as basic,
surely some accommodation with West
Pakistanis, despite their majority’s pro-
clivity to love a military rule and to identify
with it, would have been possible. At any
rate, if that was not possible in the past, it
can be worked for now. Once it is put like
this and the political absurdity of the
statcment becomes immediately obvious;
not many common Muslim Bangladeshis
can contemplate any vital link with West
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Pakistan, Tn a manner of speaking, the
soul of Bangladesh is then between iwo
strong forees: Bengali language and culture
pull in one direction angd Tslamic pulls in
another.  MNone  appears capable of
vanquishing the other and the people of
Bangladesh flinch from pushing either
force to its logical Timit.

The stark facts of social and economic
life put severe limits on all the social or
political forces. Paucity of resources in
comparison (o population and the relative
backwardness help intensify the politics of
incoheredt, and often illiterate, agitation
and PeTVaSiVEe restiveness,

Gen. Lia And After, The mitial AL regime,
despite the phenomenal popularity of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and his party, lasted less
than four vears before it was overthrown
in a bloody mutiny-cum-coup d'etat it had
become gquite unpopular largely on the
grounds of its corruption. Mo poist in re-
counting the meclancholy tally of coups
and mutipies since. At leugth, Gen. Fiaur
Eahman was able to consolidate his role
alter considerable number of not-much-
publicised hangings of soldiers and other
repressions. He built a political party that
was rerparkably similar 1o AL and indeed
PMI. of Aynb Khan-Monrem Khan era.
Forthe matier of that, it was grand daughter
of the old Muslim Teagpe. Often even the
people were the same. Each of the main
Bangladesh regimes became unpopular due
to two simple Tactors: failure to deliver in
terms of popular expectations and the
prevalance of corruption. It is truce, the
earlier corruption under the very nose of
the Bango Bandhu was felt to be more
shocking and intolerable.

After Zia was punned down, cvery one
saw the generals’ menacing shadow over
the frail interim regime of Justice Abdus
Sattar. When the army-supported elec-
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tons ook place and Justice Sautar be-
came an elected President, the shadow of
the generals lengthened and indeed it be-
came woluble, The corruption may well
have increased by some unknowable fac-
tor but none of it was new. In [act, it is
possible to make two glib generalisations ;
real improvement in the living conditions
of @ majority of Bangladesh population re-
quires waging 2 grim revolationary strug-
gle by a regime that has prown from
the roots upward around a workable
rhilosopby of development. Middle class
parties, or what passes for  middle
classes there, like simply cannot deliver
anything noticeable in  a politically
feasible span of say three or four years.
Secondly, corruption is embedded in the
subcontinent’s social and political life. Tt
can perhaps be kept in check and mini-
mised by a vigorously functioning demo-
cracy. But if there is a regime that has to
rétreat from democratic norms and wishes
to survive as such has no option but to pro-
mote corruption, That is the only way to
rope in the political notables for managing
the affairs of villages or small towns; (the
larger towns, being open political arenas
where survival for such a regime requires
4 lot of money and numerous goonda-like
activists, are another matter). Rut all this
5 another name for even more blatant
COITUPTIon.

Plain democracy in a country like
Bangladesh presupposcs the readiness of the
social and pohtical elites to live with what
ever the awesome majesty of King Demos
may decree, Since it is apt to veer towands
radical relorms, the clites tend to distrust
and hate democracy. Moreover, the pro-
venance and the manner of the elites’
birth, as also their daily operations, condi-
tion their behaviour. If so, the question to
be asked is: What kind of people consti-
tute the elites in Bangladesh Landed
aristocracy does nol exist but smallish
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“larger landowners' ' —mezn with five pores
upwarids—are powerlu! in the conntryside
and the successors to Ayub Khan's Works
Programme, with their seowing Tuads for
local develapment, offer a booty over which
such powerful people can contend. That
has been the substance of party politics
since Mopnem Khan's days. This  gentry
provides the ruling and main opposition
parties, The rest of the political spactram
comprices city-based partics that must
have money Lo operate, Where can they
820§t axcont when any of Lheir leaders i3 in
Mwer? There are no powerful capitalists
0 fnancs larze partics, though on a minot
Seale this does go on. Moncy for party
politics is the higgest source of corruption
and which exolains  why ruling partics
quickly become large, rich and goonda-
like; this Thappencd to the original
Mushim League, and Bangladesh National
Party (BNPF). Tt also explains the week-
ness of those outside the citadel of
powsar; they quickly become pale shadows
of their previous selves. Fradieating corrup-
tion in a land of scarce resources and over-
population can only be a long-term pro-
gess, attainable perhaps with the help of a
revolutionary change in the hving condi-
Loms,

Mo Fasy Exil From Corrupfion. Whon
people  suporciliously talk of too  many
bloady coups in a mere 10 year span of bifc
and of too much blood-letting, they can
usefully keep these facts in foows. The
authoritarian way-out of this morass, as
the Zinur regime’s end or the experience
of earlier military regimes in  Pakistan
shows. that retrgat from democratic pra-
ctice. instead of reducing corruption,
fakes it to nmew heights, often involving
a quantum jump into greater exploitation
of the people. Violence in successions
to non-democratic regimes is inherent; it
can be imphieit by way of its throar or
it can he cxplicic, It is not somoething
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spacial o the so-called conditions simply
dictataling such things. But the pecu-
liaritics of the coup of March 24, 1982
have also 1o be looked into.

Gince Movember 1981 when President
Sattar became an  clected  President
and formad his governmant, the Bangladesh
Army did not conceal its ambition.  Oae
cannot ignore the hundred and ong indica-
tions—most of them found their way inte
newspnpers—ihe zenerals were constantly
weirhing the pros and cons of laking over
eyer ainc: Gen, Zinur Rahman was murder-
ad in May 1981 in Chitlagong. But alier the
plections the President felt strong caough
to offer somse resistance Lo the generals: He
at first vefused to hear of their demand for
a supreme National Seeurity Council—
over wnd ahove the goverament—on which
to penerals should sit. Later, he succumbed
io their pressure and formed just such =
Council. But the gencrals were not satis-
fiad sincs thev did not have a clear-cut
majority in il. They showed their dis-
satisfaction in pablic, Prasideat Sattar panic-
leed. Then, in February 1932 they forcad
him to sack his own recently-formed gov-
erament and appoint a new and supposad-
Iy cleaner cabinet, doubtless with & view o
gaining army's acceptance. But in just a
month, the army chief, afler due norifi-
cation to four foreiga powers, deliverad his
coup de main and sent the whole clected
apparatus of government packing. Not
unnaturally, no one was sucprised, though
most well wishers of Bangladesh  were
saddened by it

Mo  laie-minded man esn say  Gen
Urshad has heen able to make a con-
vinging case for his takeovet or that
President Sattar’s rule in the three months
hs was in power—tihe last two of which
were clearly spent in a state of crisis with
the gznerals breathing dewn his neck and
spine—was glaringly more corrupt than
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his predecessors. As for the threat of
young officers’ and Jawans' revolt, that is
more & case of generals® ineficiency, if not
WOTKE.

Army and The Nation. However, the ques-
tion is: how is the Army regime to do the
much-needed nation-building? The nation
is sadly divided. as the aftermath of Nov-
ember 1981 presidential eléctions showed.
Call it secular versus non-secular or lefl
versus  right, the polarisation is an
ominons fact of life, Tn the countryside,
the conditions had  been, cven during
Gen. Zia's period, chaotic. Political
murders in the villages were the order
of the day and the issue was the division
of the Toot: funds for local development.
No doubt the AL regime (1972-73) set the
pattern for a lot of new corruption. But
much of it was occasioned by the com-
bination of circumstances: the Aluid social
structure (guite unlike that of today’s
Pakistan), the spiritual crisis resulting from
the mncertainty over national identity,
inherently bad cconomic situation and the
like, These have continved and are atill
operative. The philosophy of making the
trains run on time goes only so far—in-
deed so far 25 to be unnoticeable In a
country  like Bangladesh, Gen. Ershad
regime seems to show no awareness of
what it 13 up against or how it has to tackle
the gigantic tasks of cither uniting the na-
tion and giving 1ts political Tife o new
orientation: or of initiating a process of
development that will actually tuke hold
al the grassrools, especlally in the country-
side where most of the ninety mitlions of
Bangladeshis live. In fact. how different
can the Ershad regime be [rom, say Presi-
dent Santar’s? As it was, the basic under-
ninning of the Sattar’s position vis-a-vis
the challense from Hasina Wajid-led
Awame Leagns (AL) was provided by the
Army. His acquiring u popular mandate
could have brought in an clement of
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stability, This  whole facade is  zone,
making the Army's task—a task it has
assumed  hy  its own  volition-—mote

difficult,

There is 1o reason to doubt the personal
bonafides of Gen. H.M. Ershad or his
sipcerity in makiag the various promiscs
of returning power to the people “as soon
as possible”. However, these promises ame
easily made by a gencral. Their fulfilment
is mever easy. Advapcing in the political
ligld iz particularly more haeardous, for
no line of retreat can be kept open, as all
senerals have discovered throughoui the
Third World., What will he da?

IT the Bangladesh peopie Iry and hold
Lrshad to his promises of restoring vn-
iettered democracy, it would be o no one's
surprise. ow can he folfil this particular
promise? One thing that is almost whelly
irrclevant is the personal honesty of an
Army Chiel who takes over his country.
Trus, people tend to think in terms of
honesty of purpase of such a ruler in quite
personal terms, But it is really a question of
politica! science, of the mechanisms through
which this can or cunnel be dope, There
are two ways of looking at the problem:
One is academic that secks Lo discover the
precise proczsses that can come in the way
of redzeming such a pledge. The sccond s
loogking at the varions instances of ML
reginies trying to end themselves and make
democracy succeed themselves. 1L would be
instructive fo examine bolh bnes of ap-
proach.

Apatomy  Of Martial Law, To begin
with, it is illogical to expect any regime,
once It comes into bemyg Lo try hard to
kift itzelf; human beings are not made
that way. But this is not a decisive argu-
ment, for personal commitment to ideals
and  outside pressurss might in some
vircumstances he decisive.  Bur a closer
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took at the phenomenon called martial
faw and its modus  operandi  should
yield interesting pointers. We  have
already scen how this particular ML was
for so long and so audibly in the making.
Tts origins, from a functional standpoint,
lay in the climate of opinion in a particu-
lar professional group, viz. the army’s
officer crops. Again from a functionul view-
point, a regime like this means duplicating
a sizeable part of the execotive apparatus
of the government. There is a military ad-
ministrator at all district and presumably
even thana level, with a separate [rame-
work of command and communications.
Then, there are the military courts, with all
the paraphernalia of presiding officers,
prosecuting and defending officers, clerks
of the courts and the train of record keep-
ers, drivers, peons etc. A large number
of military personnel are thus involved in
direct civilian duties. Military persoune!
assigned to cvilian dutics are armed with
special powers to arrest a citizen on 4 sus-
picion of “intending to commit an offen e’
under innumerable Martial Law Regu-
lations (MLRs) and Martial Law Orders

{MLOs).

Then. there is the further consideration
about legal liability. Primarily, it issues
from two incompatible legal systems. The
normal civil law gets subordinated and
largely substituted by the military com-
mander’s orders that in most cascs trans-
gress the limits of the ordinary laws of the
land. While a martial law government lasts
no difficulty is encountered; all the com-
mands of a military authority, the MLRs
and MLOs ete., have the force of law. But
what happens when it ends? The classic
theory about ML regimes being followed
by Indemnity Acts, condoning all trans-
gressions of law by uniformed personncl
during their life offers only limited help and
guidance. For one thing, it merely covers
those cases where competent civil authority
calls in the army and safeguards it when it
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roturns to burracks: by a status no such
covier is available 1o what is a putsch or
coup d'etat. Ending of a ML, like the one
being  discussed, means handing over
power Lo either an elected Assembly or some
other body of mon acting as representatives
of people. How would such a body behave
after the army has relinquished power?
Would it protect the soldiers who meted
out rough-and-ready justice to ecivilians
during the militacy’s rule almost all of
which judgements would he sure to violate
ong or more laws of the land!

Courts in {ufure may wani to redress
the accumulated gricvances against uni-
formed functionaries acling arbitrarily.
More so, if national opinion happens to be
sharply divided over the justification of the
take-over and on the assessment of the
military’s conduct while in power. Tf the
officers corps in the armed forces begins
to fear that the future civilian authority
fmight not protect their policies, actions or
judgements of the martial law period, all
the concerned persennel would endeavour
to prevent a civilian successor authority
from emerging, Tn such cases as Bangla-
desh's ML, the only time when the armed
forces would welcome 2 successor civilian
regime would be when, al least, the latier
is sure to protect them retrospectively and,
if possible, preserve as many as possible of
the a perks and advantages they enjoved
during Martial Law. The models are ready
at hand for Gen. Ershad’s men Gen, Ayub
Khan's and Gen. Zia-ur-Rahman’s civilian
regimes after their respective MLs. Gen.
Ershad may be forced either to tread this
well-trodden path or would be forced to
think of almost impossible alternatives, in-
cluding the prolonging of his ML indefi-
mitely,

ML In Bangladesh, The second line of
approach has in fuct been hinted at. This
is to look for precadents elsewhere. The



DEFENCE JOURNAL

examples neargr home would be, naturally
cnough, mare relevant. Nearest examples
are those of Pakistan, of course; conditions
in Burma are aliogether too alien and
strange. It would be needless pedantry to
concern  onesel with African or Latin
American military dictatorships, The les-
sons from Pakistani examples are quite
unequivocal, There are theee clear ins-
lances: 19354, 1969 and 1977, The similarity
of 1958 expericpce to what happened in
Bangladesh early in 1982 is striking. The
1969 and 1977 cases do not quite apply.
Despite the AL's undoubted popularity,
USpecially of the Hasina Wajid-Kamal
Hossain leadership, and its agitation, there
art important reasons why it has not been
able to defeat, much less desiroy the BNP,
For onc thing, both partics are too similar
in social origins and aspirations: in [act,
they are chips ofl the old block. Morcover,
the AL will probably take longer to wash
off the blame it earnsd while in power
hetween 1972 and 1975, For the prasent, its
challenge is less credible bhecause the
army’s guns look more formidable in a
short-term  sense— more 50 as the more
militant AL activists of 1969-71 period and
ex-Mukti Bahini elements are now outside
it, mostly in the JSD or National Socialist
Party, The BNP has, until recently, conti-
nued to enjoy army’s support, of course.
Isolation of the ruling party, cspecially the
withdrawal of the army's support, would
appear to be the reason for a decisive de-
feat of Ayub Khan's PML in 1969 and the
PPP in 1977. 1t would thus scem the 19358
coup by Gen. Ayub Khan is the closest
example. And Gen. Ershad has, like Ayub
Khan, overthrown a whole more or less
functioning civiliun and democratic struc-
ture,

The other two Pakistani instances—o!
Gen. Yahya Khan's and Gen. Zia-ul
Haq's—, as noted. are less instructive, In
the latter case, the denovement 1% nol yet;
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nor do we know which way will this ML
finally jump. As for the controversial Gen.
Yahya Khan's experiments with over-
throwing an unpopular regime and trying to
hand over to a representative Assembly,
ome thing stands out: He failed. The trans-
fer did not take place because the officers
corps of the Pakistani Army refused to
rely on a Mujib-dominated Assembly.
Whale this may well contain some lessons
for Gen. Frshad, the applicability of this
model might not be obvious to man¥ in
Bangladesh, mostly because of emotional
overtones of the period. One hesitates but
Gen. Ershad can do worse than to study an
mterview published by the Lahore maga-
zing Urdu Disest's October 1977 issue. It
was by Gen. Rac Farman Ali. His would
also be a controversial name in Bangladesh;
hut that is no reason why the crystal-like
clarity of his thought should not be appreci-
ated. He has almost written a handbook lor
2 would-be-Chief Martial Law-Adminis-
trator wishing to make owver power (o
popular representatives,

Difficulties Ahead. TF therc is an  Asian
country where a Lelt-Right polarisation can
take a really ugly turn, 1t 15 Bangladesh.
Indeed. more so than Tndonesia, Malaysia,
Thailand and the like. Nowhere else arc
things as bhad and the slakes higher
Bangladesh can be a catalyst for the whole
South Astan region (which docs not preempt
others. like Pakistan, from claiming this
honour). In simpler words, it boils down Lo
tremendous ideological pressurcs in the
body-politic. Mo doubt, the political
sophistication of the Bangladesh people 1s
among the highest in Asia and many a
keen mind is engaged in defusing the situ-
ation or keeping it so defused. But the faul-
tlines are as clear as they are ominous; the
scope for filling them up vanishes with each
coup and other acts of violence. Staging a
coup is all too casv but the body-politic
has to pay a lone-term price in preempting
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serious political compromises and nraking
violence endemic, The resource base being
poor and the conntry’s population burst-
ing at the seams, the room for manosuvrs
by all sides, especially governments—
whether  democratic  or  dictatorial—is
gmall. OF all the South Asian countries, the
Right is the weakest in Bangladesh, which
probably explains why the army is 50
hvper-active in polilics.

The dilermma Bangladesh intclligentsia
[aces in being certain of their nation’s
collective identity s manifest in the ideo-
logical conundroms, Not enly are there all
the Rightwing, i.e. Islamic and nationalist
{in a lerritorial sense), mostrums in the
field, the varicty on the Left is bewildering
indeed. At the time of independence, six
separatz groups ware countable, soms not-
ably powerful or influcntial. Not that the
Centre ground is less peopled. The life for
the Ershad ML Governament happens to bz
olerable hecause of the urter  disunity
among the rich and varied ideological
species. But the longer the ML lasts, the
long-term uncertainties would multiply.
Whilz the Right-Loft polarisation may
arevent a truly popular front against the
military, the Rightists and the Cenirists
may acguire cnough motivation to align
themselves azinst it, What the Left will
do is unclear. Tndeed. the future of the Left
is the joker in the Bangladesh pack. A
pointer often given by mosl observers of
Bepzal politics centres on the vicissitndes
of the Left politics in India, especially the
long-drawn-out unity talks among what
used to be pro-Mescow and pro-Brijing
partics. Whatever happens there will have
a direct impact on castern Bengal. 1T and
when the India Lelt unites, some fireworks
are sure Lo fly in and around Bangladesh.

A distant observer can afford to make
wide seneralisations. The hollowness of
the social system, us it oblains, given the
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[acts of over-population and relative pad-
city of resources, makes for a truly turbue
lent politics. The scope for recognisable
success, at Lhe best of times, is limited
Media-propagatsd  “*doing well”  during
1930-81 did not prevent the stormy rise of
Hasina Wajid in May 1981 and the subsc-
quent murder of President Ziaur Rihman
amidst growing chaos, or to pose 4 big
guestion mark before all canscrvativis:
What happens if the ML regime acquircs
the image of having failed to clean up the
mess or of having created its own, Whal
would the Jowans and Young Turks m the
army then do?. Tiis overshadows all the
long-term uncértainties one has enumerafod
that issue from the basic incapability of any
mililary regime to sori out guestions of
identity or tesolve ideological contradic-
tions; on the contrary; it makes the funda-
mental problems gengrally more insolubke.
This is a Sword of Democles that hangs
over a military regime with a pointed
manace, though this is not the only me-
nace. A united front of either all the politi-
cal elements, Left and Right, or even of
mainly Rightists and Centrists against the
Army poses dangerous—for the Bangladesh
Army’s brass hals.

Fxternal Presspres, Talking ol pressures
and threats, caternal oncs on Bangladesh
cannot be ignored, Thoughts naturally turn
to Tndia that virtually surrounds it and
with which there are disputes. The re-
lations hetween these two neighbours have
had a roller-coaster quality; these had been
ot too good in the last few years. Bul Gen,
Ershad has tried Lo starl from a more or
less clean slate, as far as he is concarned.
His taking the Indian Ambassador iato
confidence before the coup underscores
this effort.

His due warning to the US and UK
could only be intended to reassure them
ahout the intention not o change the
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bagic pro-western orientation of the foreign
policy: the motive of safeguarding the
annual dosage of foreign aid from the Aid-
to-Bangladesh Consortium  also seems
clear. 1t stands to reason the reassirances
must also have incloded the statement
of intent the military government would
not alter the Zia policy of fveer imporis,
encouragement to private  investments,
especially from ahroad, and to fulfil all
the requirements for the resumption af
the suspended disbursements of the IMF's
Extended Facilitv, The vrgeney ol these
assurance can he casily appreciated while
they help define the natore of the new
regime,

Relations With Pakistan & Indin. What
ahout taking Pakistan into confidence?
Whzre does Pakistan coms= into the picture!
It certainly has no lever of influence. And
yet Gen. Ershad thought it necessary to let
Pakistani anthority know of his intent, One
can only surmise about the desired role by
Pakistan. 1t looks like asking the Pakistan
President to explain to the Saudis and
other Gulf oil powers the need for the
takeover, That makes some secnse, The
Bangladeshis are nearly as Keenm as the
Pakistanis on keeping the Saudis and other
pil-rich Arabs in good humour and no
wonder. As it happens, Gen. Ervshad has
already toured Saudi Arabia—just over a
month afier seizing power. There is not
much chance of the Dacca rulers reducing
stress on their Tslamic conpection, thus alse
canfirming the no-changs intention,

The fact tiat the Indian High Commis-
sioner too was informed of the intent
to end the democratic regime superficially
seems  astounding, But in view of the
iggacy of the less-than-good relations
with the hig neighbour, it may have
szemzd importaat for Ershad to re-
assure it of the move having chicfly domes-
tic significance. Perhaps the message wend

have bevond this plain stacement; the
simple assurance of no change in [oreign
policy could more naterally have gone
after the event. Tt is also to be remembered
that the Tndian Government and media
had been fairly  loudly signalling thejr
disapproval of # military takeover in
Bangladesh; their gencral prefercnce for a
democratic dispensatinn hag been evident,
1¥ Gen, Ershad thonght it necessary io take
the precauiion of informing the Tadians
befare hand, it would seem Likely he had
something more pleasing or hopeful to
say. What could that be? Tt could only be a
promize to make efforis to Improve the
relations in A sigaificast way. Tn any
caze, he did oot lose much time. Wiihin
wesks of the putsch, be invited Mrs, Indirs
Gandhi, the Indian Premier, o visit

Bangladesh, not o mention many official
staternents of the intent {0 behiznd  Tndia
and the sarnest desire to scttle outstanding
dispufes, The Indian newspapers  were
gquick to remark the changed tone of the
controlled media of Bangladesh; there was
nod much asperity in their references to the
disputes, This contrasted sharply with the
catlier periods when most such references
and the lreatmenl of news and comment
were laced with muoch bilterness. It may
be an exaggeration to say a new leaf has
already been turned. But an inient ol doing
s has been manifested.

The relations with India are not a simple
guestion of foreign policy for Bangladesh.
It is much entangled with domastic issues
of far-reaching consequences. Bangladesh's
basic character as a polity remains to be
settled, as we saw @ while azo. The ount-
come, now posiponed by this military
repime’s life-span, will have serioos impli-
cations [or both the Indian attilude and
Bungladesh policy, An ultimate decision to
define their mational identity in terms of
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religiosity. will be received in India with
much dismay. Pari passw, if the Bangla-
deshis come down on the side of ethnicity
and democracy, the Indians may he ex-
pected to be more forthcoming and co-
operative and  a relatively rapid improve-
ment in relations can be expected. But the
whole question of relations with India is
to really bound up with the fundamental
questions of how the 10 year-old nation is
rebuild and regard itself. But this decision
has been postponed indefinitely—[lor as
long as the political processes do not huve
time to sort out such meomentous issues.
whengver that may b,

By the same token, the Indians sre sure,
during the present intereganm. to take
only a short-term view of things. They can-
not he expected to make as many concas-
sions as they, under different circumsiances,
might have done; their proclmity to mive
as little and take as much as possible should
increase. They would like to avoid
longsterm commitments. Mo malier with
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whiat ardour Gea. Ershad tries to improve
the relationship, the response can only be
more or less tepid. Already it is clear
Mrs. Gandhi would not 2o to Dacea. Pacca
will have to make do with the Foreign
Mirister's visit. The Tndians would want to
await a civilian and democratic govern-
ment in Dacea before doing or saying all
they have to, though without ceasing to e
correct. Nothing dramatic need be expect-
ed, though if Gen. Ershad is smart and
assiduous in his efforts he may buy spmo
erodging intellectual non-interference m
the Bangladesh palitics by the Indian media.
But if he is lass than adroic in his dealings
with New Delhi, his domestic problems
may hocoms a lot more intractable.

Anvhow, too much importance should
a0l be attached to foreign policy questions
—ayen to such important ones as relations
with Indiz or the West. What is decisive 15
significant developments in the body politic
of Bangladesh.



Ershad Backed By Britain?

Lawrence [ifschultz

It was on May 30, 1981 that Geseral Raluman was killed, undar
mysterious circupisiances in the city port of Chittagong. Manzur, who had
been in command of the Chittagons garrison, was fn the custody of military
intelligence officials when he was murdered three days later. Last autum,
{2 junior military officers were hanged for their part in General Raliman's
killing, after being tried in secret, without defence lawyers. Bt Manzur
was identificd as the key figure behind the abortive rebellion, and as
siich was vilificd in the afficial Bangladesh press. However, increasing
cvidence has emerzed which casts doubts on whether he was iavelved at all.

Raneladeshy military sources gifege that there were earlier attempts
fo gei rid of kim. In October 1950 he narvowly escaped death—along with
11 of his most loval officers —in a helicopter crasi in the Chittagong fills.
Two of the men did die, and Manzur's desmand for o complete investigation
v said 1o have beent Blocked by Frshod, Hiv own inguiry indicated clear
evidence of sabotage and he efaimed to on aequaintance three months before

frix feath thar Evshad’s ‘net woy slowly closing’ abaut him,

There has been an innocent sir about
descriptions of the recent ‘bloodless” coup
in Bangladesh by its army chicl of stall,
Lieutenant General Hossein Mohammed
Ershad: a familiar tale, it seems, of men of
arder arriving to ¢leanse away corruption.
In fact, the *quict cowp’ of 24 March re-
presents the final ascent of the most ex-
treme group of right-wing military officers
to hold power in Dacca.

In November 1973, three months aller
President Sheikh Mugibur Rahman, leader

of the Awami League, was killed in a mili-
tary putsch, there was a zeneral rebellion
and armed mutiny. Ted by pro-socialist
forces, it came within a hair’s breadth of
overthrowing the established order, but in
the end was bloodily suppressed. Tts archi-
tect, who had been o prominent figure in
the Liberation War was a man called Abu
Taher, Ershad, then depuly chiel’ of army
staff, had around him a small circle of
right-wing military officers. They pressed
for the execution of Taher—and got their
wayv. I was the first execution of a political



22

figure in 40 vears, and it sel the pattern for
the future. Two vears later. in October
1977, there was another mutiny and
Ershad’s faction pressed vigorously for the
summary hangings that followed, which
were the first mass executions to be seen
in South Asia since the 19th century.

Murders Of Zia And Manzur. One of
Ershad's chief opponents at the time
was Major General M.A. Manzur. then
chief of eeneral staff. Manzur bad
supported the government throughout the
1977 revolt. butl opposed the mass eiecu-
tions, perceiving Lhat they couwld be de-
signed to get rid of military clements who
stand in the way of cstablishing a Pakistan-
style dictatorship. Mangzur was killed last
summer while under zrrest, allegedly for
engincering the murder of Gencral Ziaur
Rahman, Bangladesh’s first “demilitarised”
president,

[t was on May 30, 1981 that General
Bahman was killed, under mysterious cir-
cumstances in the city port of Chittagong.
Manzur, who had been in command of the
Chittagong sarrison, was in the costody of
military intclligence officials when he was
murdered three days later. Last autumn,
12 junior military officers were banged lor
their part in General Rahman's killing.
after heing tried in secrct, without defence
lawyers. But Manzur was identified as
the key figurc behind the abortive re-
bellion, and as such was  vilified in the
official Bangladesh press. However, increas-
ing cvidence has emerged which casts
doubts on whether he was involved at all,

Bangladesh military sources allege thar
there was earlicr atlempts to got tid of him.
In October 1980 he narrowly escaped
death—along with 11 of his most royal
officers—in a helicopter crash in  the
Chittagong hills. Two of the men did die,
and Manzur's demand for o complete
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investigation is said to have been blocked by
Ershad, His own inguiry indicaled clear
evidence of sabotage, and he claimed to an
acquaintance three months before his death
that Ershad’s “net was slowly closing” about
Tim.

It is significant that Manzur was the
last tespected semior  oflicer  who had
participated in the independence struggle
and who bhad been  affected by ils
aspirations for a democratic system.
Mapzur and  other ‘freedom  lighters”
{as they were known) were ada  mantly
opposed to  the growipg strength of
conservative “Razakar’ elements within the
armed forces, The cvents of tast May re-
presented the culimination of the conflict
bhetween the two factions.

New Junta Leading members of new
junta, including Major General Mohabat
Jan Choudhary, Dircctor of Military
Intclligence and Major General Nurud-
din, Chisl of General Staif, have spoken
openly of the need to think in terms
of the ‘Indonesian model’ of govern-
ment—and indecd have been to Jakarta
to study its history and methods. (It is not
clear whether they intend a repeat of the
half million casualties on which Suharto
has based 17 years of military dictatorship.)

We can now expect several months of
show trials of ex-officials and numsters
chargzed with cortuption. Local commenta-
tors and forcizn correspondents who onee
praised General Rahman and his team lor
their lack of corruption, will now praisc
their successors for prosecuting a selection
of the very same men for bribes and kick-
backs, Meanwhile, & vast military expan-
sion will get under way.

Ershad and the new junta have made
known their intention to triple—and if
possible quadruple—the armed forees to a
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strength of 230,000 this scale of inerease will
certainly be necessary if they are to attempl
to introduce the ‘Indoncsian model’. In a
stagnant economy, where millions are
starving it will be the only growth sector
and will be Gnanced by foreizn aid. Parlia-
ment, now suspended, would never have
voted such an allocation.

British 1ntelligence Mission Tn lhe course
of all these events, neither ihe United
States nor Britain has stoed  idly by
The death of Sheikh Mujib has since
been demonstrated by US  Congros-
sional inguirics to have been dircetly
linked with American convert activity in
Bangladesh. Following the installation of
the pro-American regime of Genersl Ziaur
Rahman. the British government was asked
to mive specific assistance to the police
and paramilitary forees, as a well as to send
g special military training mission to Dacea.
In 1976, Britain provided £ 720,000 fo
improve police telecommunications—funds
which completed an carlier security assis-
tance programme that had been itiated
by the United States and subsequently
banned by new Congressional lemislation.

In July 1977, an eight-man military mis-
sion arrived in Dacea from Brilain, headed
by Colonel T.A. Gihson, a former Special
Air Service commander in MNorthern
Ireland, The Gibson mission, ostensibly a
training unit, was believed by ils critics
within the Bangladesh armed forces to be
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principally concerned with military intelli-
gence and with finding out the political dis-
position of Woestminster, there was no
equivalent law, and thus the British couold
take wup where the American officers
left off.

The 1975 pro-socialist mutiny had at-
tracted a measure of support that look
Western powers by surprise. This wis not
least beeause the new leaders of the Bangla-
desh army were extremely voung, and had
heen drawn  from  the lower echelons of
the army of united Pakistan (an inevitable
consequences of the general discrimination
against Bengalis in the Pakistani services)
so the West knew little about them. The
British military advisory group was in-
tendad to fix all that, Sinee 1977 the mis-
sions of Colonel Gibson and his successors
have drawn extremely close to the conser-
wvative military faction which has now Laken
command.

One of the demands of the soldiers’ re-
bellion of 1975 was for a ‘complete aboli-
tion of British colonial practices within
the armed forces', Officers who criticised
the arrival of the Gibson mission have all
gince heen purged. exiled or killed. OF
course, it may be a coincidence. Or it may
be one more step towards the introduection
ol the *Indoenesian model” in Bengal,

—-New Sratesmign, London,
ax reproduced by The Star. Karachi,
April 26, IW82.



DOCUMENTATION

Text Of General Ershad’s
Declaratory Address To The Nation
March 24. 1982

Following is the text of the address to
nation by Lt. General Hussain Muhammad
Ershad, Chicf Martial Law Administrator
and Supreme Commander of the Armed
Forces of Bangladesh delivered over the
Radio and Television on Wednesday,
March 24, 1932,

Biwillally Rahmaner Rahim,
My dear conntrymen, Assalamm Alafkwm,

T have come before vou at the most criki-
cal moment for the nation. The Armed
Forces had to take over the administration
of the country to safeguard mation’s
govergignty and independence and o save
and rescuz the couniry from social, ad-
ministrative and economic disaster. Martial
Law has heen promulgzated throughouot the
country. The President has been relicved
of his duties and the Council of Ministers
and the Parliament have been dissolved. A
civilian will be nominated as new Prosident
and he will assume the charge of the Head
of the State. An Advisory Council will be
formed to help me as Head of the Govern-
ment. Meanwhile, some measures have bean
taken io preserve law and order. Soon
vou will eome to know about the details.

Mow L want to say something lo you
about the background in which the Army
had to take over this oncrous responsibility.
You know, the MNational Security, Tnde-
pendence and Soversiznty were threatened
dug to social and political indiscipline,
unprecedentsd  corruption,  devastated
economy, administrative stalemate, extreme
deterioration of law and order and frigh-
tening ceonomic and food orisis. The
Govermnent was rendered totally ineflec-
tive and wunsuccessfiul because ol the
moannecss, inefficiency, favourtism, limitless
corruption and internecine guarrell of the
ruling coterie. Countrymen had no conii-
dencz in the Government, You will surely
remember on February 11 last the former
President in his address to the mation
himsell gdmitted the fact abour his corrupl
Council of Ministers and dissolved that
inefficient body and pledged 1o form a new
Council of Ministers comprising honest
singere and efficient persons. The people
once again expected that their elected
President would form a new Councll of
Ministers reflecting their hopes and aspi-
rations and that there would be no doubt
in the minds of the people about the effi-
ciency and honesty of the new Members of
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the Council. But it was 4 matier of great
repret  that newly formed Couneil of
Ministers had failed to fullil people’s
hopes and aspirations. Bacausc the same
old people were incorporated in the
Cabinet and there were doubts in the
minds of the people about their honesty
and gincerity, Attempis were made 10
change the situation through expansion of
the new Cooneil of Ministers and realloca-
tion of portfalios, But this - appareat
change was nothing but 2 futile  atempt
to remove the inberent wenkness amd
incfficiency of the Goverpment

The people had the hope that this change
would help their desired objective thal
it would be helpful to set up a powerful
Government of corruplion-free and capable
men which would enjoy the confidence of
the masses. But their hopes and aspirations
were shattered, consequently the wholz
pation plunged into the abyss of great
frustration and extreme uncertainty.

Onslaught was mounted time and again
in the past on democracy which had becn
achieved after tremendous sacrifices. But
the people of this country, and the patriotic
Armed Farces as the ever vigilant sentinel
of democracy had resisted the attack on it
every time through their combined cfforts.
Various events from May 30 to February 11
bore the shining stamps of these eambined
efforts, but afterwards extreme anarchy
and deadlock were created in all spheres of
national litc due to inefficiency of the
quarter in power and ill attempts beyond
any limits for personal a gerandisement.
This resulted in serions instability in the
social and political ficlds.

The notion had been ereated in the
minds of the people that the Armed Forces
had the covert support to all the imporiant
decisions of this incflicient Govermment.
Words had been spread Lo create an im-
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pression to the effect that the Government
had been compellied to take certain im-
portant decisions under the pressure of the
Armed Forees, But T want to let you know
in unequivocal terms that it was a fully
wrong and motivated notion. The Govern-
ment made this futile ill-attempt at creating
confusion in the minds of the people only
to cover up their misdesds and for the
realisation of their selfish ends.

At this ritical juncturs of the country
and the nation, the patriotic Armed Forers
had to respond to the call of the peopls by
taking this extreme measues. for the nation
had no other alternative. Otherwise the
security of the country, nay its existencs
would have been at stake and its overall
cconomic and social framework would
have suffered a great sctback. Rampant
and all-pervasive corruption had created
such a situation of anarchy in the country
that a powerful Minister of the Government
had no seruple of conscience to give pro-
tection to a hardened criminal in his
house. You will be surprised to know that
the men occupying the highest offices in
the Goverpment tried to blackout this
shominable development in the newspapets.
But our fearless and objcctive journalists
had been able to uphold the great ideals
ol journalism by not yielding to the cons-
piring quarters. As a rosult, the mask of
the corrupt Government fell before the
people and which compelled the Govern-
ment to take next steps.

you all know that the national economy
is todav fully ruined and consequently ths
economic salvation of the common man i5
a far cry. The erroneous policy of the
Government, the lack of sound cconomic
progiamme and above all absence of
efficient management created an economic
mess that pradually widened the gap
between the Government and the people.

Production in the mills and [actories
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were about to be stopped. On the other
hand rampant looting, misuse of power
and wealth continue unabated in the banks,
offices, nationalised mills and factories
following serious mismanagement and
cortuption. The civic lifs has become
intolerable becanse of the excesses of
smugglers, blackmarketeers  traders and
profiteers, The lack ol farsightedness and
failure is taking timely measures by the
Government also pushed the country into
a serious food and ccomomic crisis. The
logal and foreign business men and indus-
trialists were reluctant to invest becauss of
serigus  mismanagement in the export
import and foreign exchange scetors, The
foreizn aid agencics. the International
Banks and other financial organisations
gradually began to lose confidence in the
Government, For this reason, the present
Government had [ailed to achieve the
expected response from them in time ab
emerzency. As a whole the country had
proceeded towards bankrupley rapidiy.
The people of the countey hoped that the
frustrating sitpation will be changed afles
the last elections. But, it is a matter of greal
regret that all of our hopes and aspiralions
and dreams have been shattered. The na-
tion had been plunged into total frustration
for the non-fulfilment of their hopes.

The nation alzo ghgerved with ulmost
anger and frusteation that their clected
President himself howed to the pressurc of
vestad inferests and condemned quarters ot
the society. He also breached his pledges
to the nation. On the other hand, the ruling
party had entered into unparalleled inter-
nal conflicts for their personal gaif. The
peoples” reprecentatives who were voted to
Power have engaged themsclves in places
of conspitacy for their narrow intercsts.
As 8 Tesult a geripus uncertainty prevailed
in the country and a situation of complete
stalémate was created in all spheres of
national life, Dear conntrymen, our people
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are basically patriotic and honest. I they
gel calm, hard working and able leadership,
they could ride the crest of fame. They
have proved their wotth under the able
and dynamic leadership of Ziaur Rahman,
But the people had to play the role of
silent spectators on seeing the serious
mismanagement in political, social and
economic ficlds after the death of Ziaur
Ruhman. The people are campletely aware
of the duty of the Armed Forces. The
people were confident that the members of
the Armed Forces—the sons of the soil—
will stand by their side in the tims of na-
tional crisis because it had been proved
earlier especially after the incident of May
30, 1981,

But after the recent events, people also
started to lose confidence in the Armed
Forces, because we {Army) were nol com-
ing forward to rescoe them from this acute
crisis of the country and the nation. Their
life had become unbearable geadually at
the hands of extremely corrupt and dis-
honest persons,

The members of the Armed Forces whao
are fumly determined to conlinue the
democtatic forces kept silent for Tong even
at the frustrating and disastrous situaton
because of their firm confidence in demao-
cratic values. The members of the Armed
Forces remained patient like their civilian
brothers. They also hoped that the Gov-
ernment elected by the votes would be
able to tackle the problem. The important
role played by the Armed Forces to protect
the democratic process in the country so
long are not unknown to you. Many re-
guested me to lake over power
since May 30. In the light of circumstances,
perhaps  that would have been guite
normal and desirable. Bat perhaps yvou do
not know that T had rejected femly those
requests. Because 1 believed 1 would be
able to serve the country well by remaining
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for the great democratic values T hoped
that the politicians of the country particu-
larly those in power, would take appro-
priate steps in this national crisis and lead
the country towards progress and develop-
ment., But it is a matter of great repret that
the subscquent events frustrated all our
hopes and aspirations and an acnte crisis
enveloped the national life as a result of
mean and vested activitizs of the people in
power, all our efforts to uphold democ-
racy failed helplessty. 1t is undoubledly a
matter of great regret but still we have have
to face this situation with patience and
courage and we shall have to find out the
salution with the sincerc efforts and actrve
cooperation from you all. Tasha Aleh we
would be able to face the challenge. We
ean no longer <it idle in this tragic cireums-
tanees and crisis,

A Judge of the Bangladesh Supreme
Court in his speech at the installation cere-
mony of Chatira Union of Dacca Uni-
versity, on March 16 said: “Social life has
reachied such a stage where ones influence
is measured by the extent of harm one can
cause, Those who are honest and are good
men in the society are forced to pass their
davs in helplessness. Graduzlly the good
people are withdeawing from social life,

Anoa result, power and influence of the
divhonest and corrupt men continue to
inerease. Today our individual social and
national values had deteriorated to such a
dungerous extent that we all have to chall-
enge il with courage, otherwise our dignity
as o selferespecting nation would be jen-
pardised™.

He said with regret that the repoits of
misuse and emberzlement of national
resnurces are being published in the news-
papers but till today there are no remedies
to them, The country is submerged by the
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tide of corruption and we are cither look-
ing at it helplessly o1 allewing oursclves to
be carried by that tide. Such a situation
could not be allowed to continue. Today
we are determined to face ihis situation.
Tn such a situation or role as silent specta-
tors or remaining idle would amount to
betrayal to the country and the people. In
this context, T want to categorically declare
hefore you that never had T had any politi-
cal ambition. T am not a politician, Lam a
soldicr and with the pride of a soldier I
want to cngage myself to the service of the
people. T want to inform you in clear
tarms that our earnest and main desite is
to restore democracy in fhe country. But
that democracy has to be consistent with
the hopes and aspirations of the people,
of meeting their demands. It will be such a
democracy through which the people
would bz abls to participate actively and
totally in all the national activitics. Through
this democracy tha people would get
a representative Government which s
made by them and for them and devoted
to thoir wellare.

If we all work uniledly and sincerely
then, fasha Allah, we will not be delaved
in achicving hat target. Our principal ob-
jective would be to hold fair general eloe-
tions in the country as soon as possible by
restoring a congenial atmosphere. 1 firmly
believe that gencral elections wili he held
in the country as soon as possible.

Dear countrymen, now T owanl 1o say
something ahout the application of Martial
Law. The present milicary rule is nol =
statutory old iraditional one. The main
source of this military role is the nine cror:
people of the country, so it is deeply related
with the amelioration of their conditions.
The basic objsctive of this new system
introduced in view at the need of the pzople
is to establish a happy prosperous and
exploitation-free society properly reflecting
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the hopes and aspirations of the couairy-
mern.

As vou know, the path ol democracy
could not be made clean and stable if the
present unhealthy political situation is not
removed. So our aim is to create a healthy
political situation and atmosphere here so
that therc will be no obstacle towards the
srowth of democracy and that the country
and the nation is not plunged into crisis
time and again.

As the present acute econome problem
was not a day's creation; similarly there i
no immediate solution to this Himalayan
problem. We have Lo start our march uni-
tedly and sincerely being imbued with the
apeat ideal of patriotism, honesty and hard-
work.

An economic revolution has to be started
for establishing an exploitation-free society
and achieving economic emancipation. The
aim of the new economic system will be to
cheek price hike, to remove food crisis on
emergency basis, to achieve self-reliance
in every sphere of naiional life by reducing
dependence on foreign aid and to transform
the Government-owned mills and taclories
into profitable organisations On COMMer-
cial hasis,

For this we will reguire to cut down
administrative expenses, check wastage of
nutional wealth and maintain agsterity.
The econamic disorder and crimes would
be dealt with strongly under the Martial
Law.

A congenial atmosphere has to be de-
veloped for the private enlreprengur.

We will also have to adopt revolutionary
programmes for the development of agri-
culture and have to make coneceried efforts
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to increase food produoction through neces-
gary land reforms. We have to adopt
practical =nd workable programmes re-
garding industdal development. We must
ensime uninterrupted production. At the
same time we should be active to raise the
standard of living of the workers and their

rizhts,

The guick srowth rate ol population s
been severely hampering all our develop-
mental efforts. We have to control this
sitpation. Tn this regard our main task will
be to creats awareness among the people,
wo have to take practical steps to solve the
country’s upemplovment problem so that
this surplus manpower can be ulilised
suceessfully in all developmental wetiviviss
of the country.

The Armed Forees will participate with
the people actively in this new development
and economic svstem for making a far-
reaching impact on all national life and
thus create a4 now horizon in the country’s
gconomic development. The main problem
among the immediate ones is corruption
which iz cating into the vitals ol the society
like cupcer and polluting social life. We
are strongly determined to free obr society
from the all-pervading corruption . We are
declaring all out Jehad against it by term-
ing it as national enemy {rom today. T can
assure you that all corrupt people of all
sections will be severely dealt with by im-
posing all power under Martial Law
against this national encmy. But we musl
remember the roots of this corruption are
very deep and the circle is very powerful
like the vestad interests. Powerful vested
interests at the upper echelons of politics
and economy have built this fort of corrup-
tion. That is why the inlensity of this hated
mulaize i so deep.

That is why effective steps have to be
taken to remove this deadly social injustice
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from social life once and for all by build-
ng a strong popular resistance agadnst it

There have been many incidents of agita-
tions, meovements, gharaos, strikes and
kartals in the name of politics and labour
movement. Meedless to say, such activities
arg very harmiul for a country like ours
and this had pushed the country to the
path of destruction. Tn the greater interest
of the country such activities would ne
longer be tolerated at all.

Praduction in the couniry has serionsky
suffered. An impasse has been created in
the economic activitics. That is why, from
now onward all types ol agitation and
political activities are hanned.

In the adminisirative fizld also we have
to bring about a tolal changs, Such a new
administrative structure would have 1o be

milt which would be oricnied towards
people’s welfare and which would male
removal of the gap hetwoen the adminis-
tration and the common man possible. As
a matter of fact, participation by the
people’s representatives in the admingstra-
tion would have to be ensurcd. By making
ihelocal administration pro-people itwould
have to be built as true servants of the
people. This new administration would
have to be accountabls to the poople. We
are femly determined (o eradicate bribery,
corruplion, nepotism, misuse of powor,
neglect of duty, wastage of resources ete.
from the administration. A programme for
reformation would have to be taken in the
ficld of judiciary also so thal the people can
get fair justice in the quickest possible time
and at Tess expenditure,

You all know that the agencies responsi-
ble for maintenance of law and order wars
made incffective cither lor perscnal or
mere political reasons. From now onward
they would ke allowed to do their work in
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the greater mterest of the people without
showing any fear or favour,

Wi have one more heavy responsibility
to reform. That is, restoration of the sacred
atmosphere of education in the campus by
frecing it from all vices, You all know that
in the past, 2 section of politicians used to
vitiate the sacred atmosphere of the campus
by involving the studenis directly in poli-
tics Cor realising their base personal interast,
In the name of stodent’s movement, thess
people with vested interests used to utilise
the geckers of knowledge for realising
their own mterests. As 2 rosult, the campus-
o ware tened into theatres of war clank-
ing of weapons vitiated the open and sacred
atmosphere of education. This situalion is
wilhout doubt extremely harmful for the
nation, That is why wo have decided that
sacred atmosphers of the camous has to be
restored immediately and at any cost and
by providing due oppoartunity of learning
in the seekers of knowledge who would
have to bz developed as ideal citizens and
worthy sons of the country.

T want o assurs you in this regard that
appropriate measures  would be taken
immediatelv without any comoromiss,

Diear enuntrymen, the pzopls irrespactive
of religion, caste and party afliliations had
gmbarked upon the independence struggls
imbmed with the ereat ideals and spirit of
the libaration war, Inspired by the spirit of
independancs, the people cam: forward to
eatablish an independent and soversign
slate staking their own lives, You are well
wware that the liberation war was nof
fought merely for the sake of a piece of
land or for a flag. IL was intended to cs-
tahlish an exploitation free and corruption-
free society in an independent Bangladesh.
Harnessing independently our own distine-
tive cultoes and heritage was also desired.
at. Ensuring the reflection of the religion
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in the individual and collective lives was
also one of the main objectives of the
liberation struggle, Qur fresdom fighters
who carried the highest example of sacrifice
did not fight for any gain, rather they
participated in the liberation strogale o
build a truly independent, soversign, power-
ful and sell-reliant country at all costs, Now
we have to make fresh vow to implement
their dreams and if necessary to he prepared
for all sacrifices. In this regard T want to
declare uncquivocally, that the grateful
nation would engase all resources at its
drspasal to realize the drzams of its herocs.

I want to make it clear that-in tespeet of
international relations, we firmly beheve
in the forcign policy of fricndship to all
and malice to none. The main ohjectives
of our foreign policy are sovereizn equality,
non-interference in the internal affairs of
other countries and peaceful solution of all
problems. Our relations with thoss coun-
tries who are friendly to Bangladesh and
wish us well would continne. We want to
make special emphasis to estahlish good
relations with our neighbouring nations,
We would continue our efforts for the
gsiablishment of remional cooperation
among the South Asian Nations, the far
sighted initiative of late President Ziaur
Hahmat.

Our foreign policy will be mainly based
on the UN charter, friendly relations wilth
Islamic countrizs and total vaity and soli
darity with the third world and non-aligned
nations, The main obisciives of tnis polcy
i3 10 preserve and consolidate our inde-
pondence earned at the cost of suprame
sacrifice and to strenpgthen internationsl
cooperation in our development efforts,

We are determined to expand our friendby
relations with diffzrent countries by [ollow-
ing these objectives and principles. Weo

along with other developing countries of

the world reiterate our total support to the
strugzle against all kinds of colonialism,
ageression and expansionism,

We shull honour all the international and
regional agreements and  understanding
with Bangladesh. T have the confidencs that
the bonds of friendship with the organis-
ation: of TIslamic Conference and third
world countrics would be further streng-
thened. Our unstinted  supporl © our
Palestinian brothers will continue in their
hfe and death strupele which thev have
been continuing to regain their mother-
land. We shall continue our efforts to im-
prove our relations with the big powers.
But T want ta declare it categorically that
wie want frisndship with any country of the
world but not domination.

Dear countrymen, 1 have placed this
statement to give you a picture of the
overall siluation prevailing in the counlry
and to inform vou about our main policy
and objective. My further objective was (o
make it clear that this extreme measure has
been taken in the greater interest of the
people and in the interest of the stability
of Bunaladesl.

In this crucial stage of the nation, |
appeal to all the countrymen, particularly
the politicians, students, teachers, peasants,
saoldiers, workers, Government and non-
Government officials, hbusinessmen, indus-
trialists, intelligenisia and Crecdom fighters
and people from all strata of Tife 1o come
fTorward woitodly itczspective of pathy wffli-
ation and opinion to dedicate themselves
Lo the work of building the country.

Your sincere cooperation and active
pariicipation will make our great effort
succeastul. 1 oappzaal w the Martial Law
Enforcing Agencies, members of the Armad
and para-military forees that you will dis-
charge your duoties and responsibilities
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vncompromisingly and with impactiality,
honesty, fairplay and sincerity and [aith-
fulness. The whole nation today is lookiog
forward to you. The bright future of the
country depends on your work,

et us pray to the Almighty Allah, the

Bangladesh Army
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Merciful so that we can identify ourselves
as 4 strong self-reliant nations in the com-
munity of nations by passing this eracial
test and can establish a democratic system
as soon as possible. Let Almighty Allah
be with us, Khoda Hafez, Bangladesh
Zingdabad.

To Seek Greater Role

In Polities

The Chiel’ of Stall of the Bangladesh
Army, Lieutenant General H.M. Ershad
has called on politicians to consider im-
portant constitutional changes which will
actively mvelve the military in the couniry’s
affairs and ward off the possibility of future
coup atlempis.

Tn a forthright interview at his home in
the Dacca cantonment General Frshad
pointed out that sections of the army had
assassinated two Bangladeshi presidents—
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in 1975, and Ziaur
Rahman in Muy this year. There had also
heen other coup attempis.

“My army has got involved”, General
Ershad said, “It' is my responsibility.
Obviously, we have to approach the next
president, In a developing nation, the army
does play a very high role in the stability
of the country. To stop further coups, if
the army participates in the administration
of the country, then they will probably have
a fecling they are also involved, and they
will not be frustrated.™

General Ershad stressed that while he
was prepared to take an initiative after the

presidential election on November 13, any
constiturional changes that resulted have to
be endorsed and carried out by the civilian
Ciovernment,

Although General Ershad  said  that
morale in the army was “absolutely all
right, ™ it is now clear that last month, in
the [nal weeks hefore the hanging of 12
officers Tor mutiny leading o tho assassi-
nation of President Ziy, a dangerons situ-
ation had arisen within the ranks,

On September 7, Generzl Ershad ordered
iliat & messape be read to soldiers assuring
them that the officers would be executed.

The Chief of Stalf maintains that his
“prder of the day™ was not a challenge to
lhe Migh Court or the Supreme Court,
which at the time were considering peti-
tions asking them to rule that rthey had
jurisdiction over the fate of those tried and
sentenced by the secret court martial.

However, restlass Jawans who listened to
his message wonld have heen [orgiven lor
thanking that General Ershud was pro-
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mising to hang the officers regardless of
the findings of the civilian judiciary,

In Wis message, General Ershad said: *1
want to assert again that we consider it
against our constitution that matter con-
cerning military affairs should be dragged
intp the High Court, and we consider it
also a threat to the discipline of the armed
lotces. We really hope that law will take itz
o course. I would like to tell our soldiers
in all ranks that the sentences given by the
court martial will be implemented. Let
there be no doubt or suspicion about it

The message also said he would not per-
mit “the activities of the armed forces to
he used for political purposes. The wrong-
doers must be punished” he added. We
hope God will give us courage to perform
our responsibilitics.

In the cvent, the courts roled that they
had no jurisdiction to intervene, and heli-
copters immediately took off from Dacea to
the different gmaols where the condemned
officers wera being held carrying with them
signed death warrants. The hanpgings were
aver in 12 hours.

Inn his interview General Frshad ex-
plained: “Tt was my internal problem. It
was an order of the day to say just have
patience, I am sure the High Court and the
Supreme Court will give the correct verdict,
and whatever judgement is passed by the
army they will not do anything apaiost it.”

Asked il he would have hanged the ofli-
cars anyway if the courts had ruled differ-
ently. the chief of staff laughed and said:
Thiz is a very difficult question.

Informed sources said that “the basis of
the Jawans' unrest was not only their love
for the assassinated President, but also the
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feeling that if ordinary soldiers had been
responsible they would have been executed
with little ceremony, and possibly — as
has happened before — not cven & court
martial.

And the chief of staff told me: “T had to
give them this message. This wasan officers
versus the other ranks. Most of the people
punished were officers, and there was g
feeling that just because they were officers
Wwe were going to protect them.™

General Ershad defended his decision 1o
try the officers for mutiny—which allowed
him to hold a secret court martial—rather
than for murder. which would have been
dealt with by an open civilian court.

A trial in a civil court takes a very very
long time,” General Crshad said. A trial for
murder would have taken months and
months and months, and T would have had
4 great problem with the army. Ultimately
it would have heen very dangerous for the
country. The President was very much
Toved by the troops, and naturally the feel-
ing of the troops was vety high.”

On a possible Tuture constitutional role
for the army in Bangladesh, he said ihat he
had discussed the merits of the Turkish
system with the late President Zia. “But
ultimately was discarded it.,” he said, “We
are a different nation. Out people are politi-
cally very, very conscious. T should say it is
a volatitle nation.”

General Ershad said that the military was
“absolutely newiral™ jn the presidential
clection, although he did admit having
mtervened personally to persuade the sick
and reluctant acting President, Justice
Abdus Sattar to stand as a candidate.

He said he had done this merely to
ensure that, during the vital interregnum,
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the ruling Bangladesh Natiopalist Party did
not fall apart while bickering over rival
candidates,

Tt would have been possible for the army
to have declared marlial law, General
Ershad went on, but they wanted the
constitutional process to continue,

Martial Taw is mever lhe answel
Cieneral Ershad said “Pakistan of course
is continuing with wne afier another, But
does it ultimately pay? Tt does not, The
army’s role is different from FAUMTINE &1
administration, If you gel invelved in this,
uliimately you destroy the army.”

The Guardisn,
Fondon, Cefober 7, T981

MARTTAL LAW WITH A DIFFERENCE:
ERSHAD INVITES HEADS OF STATES

Chief Martial Law Administrator, LE-
Cien, H.M, Ershad, last Sunday (16 May)
addressing the nation over radio and tele-
vision gave a resume of the step2 laken by
the government in different sectors of na-
tional life in the ong and hall months of
Aartial Law rule which, he said. wasin the
interest of nine crore people. He was conli-
dent that the people and soldicrs will unite
in the struggle for the establishment gf-tho
rale of law, social justice and real demo-
eracv. He highlightsd the reforms that he
was about to bring in the different spheres
of national Life,

The CMLA announced that the prescat
administrative svstem was a legacy of the
past colonial rule and he was determined
to totally recast it and bring it to the door-
steps of the people and ensure their partici-
pation. In the new adminisirative sciup
the “fhana™ will be the pivot of the ad-
ministration. High ranking and responsible
officers would he posted at Hhae Tevel o
work in consultation with the peoples re-
presentatives. Together they would formu-
Tate plans and executs these in their arcas.

Resarding the food zituation, the CMLA
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claimed that had Martial Law been pro-
clnimed one week later then the whole
country wonld have sunk into a davastating
famine. Smuggling of food grains from
goverment godowns to across the borders,
corruption and mismanagement in the food
sector and total bunaling had almost land-
od the country into a famine condition.
Allowing of uphampered distribution of
fonderains by the Martial Law Govern-
menl, the guick import of food prains from
countrisy aronnd the region, including
Pakistan and Barma, the total checking ol
corruption in the food sector- —these active
steps taken by the Martial Law adiminis-
fration—buve saved the couniry from a
food erisis which would otherwise have
had disastrous clects on the country’s
SoOTOMmy.

He informed the nation that the price of
food grains was again normal now and
pobady in Bangladesh would die of star-
vatiomn.

T order to bring justice to the people,
the High Courts would be laken to the
divisions, The four divisions of Bangladesh
would have High Court Divisions from
fgne 15, This would belp stop the compli-
cations pnd delays in disposal of cases
which have brovght untold sufferings to
the poople, This step would help bring Lhe

judiciary close lo the pecple.

The CMLA stressed that the new martial
law povernment was the people’s martial
T u martial law with a difference. Under
this new zovernment all kinds of corrup-
tions will e weeded out sternly. The gov-
ernment was also 0 ne mood to revel in
tusury —evervbody would bave to dixcip-
line their life sivle to austerity. He advised
the government officials to walk or rids
bicvcles to their respective offices. He has
also totally banned the offering of tea or
snacks in any government offices. No see-
tor of the nationul activites whether in the
government of SCmi-government; aulono-
moue o7 private sector will be spared from
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this austerity drive. Gzn., Ershad declared
that stern action would be taken against
those leaders and government officials on
charges of corruption. But this will ba done
through the process of law under martial
law courts. For that two special tribunals
and 34 Martial Law Couris have been set
up to try them. Moreover, the accumulated
wealth through corruption will be confis-
cated in the public interest.

"5 The Chief Martial Law Administrator
after he took over power has sent out letters
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of invitation to heads of states in the South
East Asian region to visit Bangladesh and
he has also in the same letter described the
situation in the country which made him
take over power.

President Zia-ul-Haq of Pakistan and
Mrs Indira Gandhi are amongst those in-
vited.

—Despatch by Tehming Saeed,
Morning News, Karachi,
May 19, 1952.
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SEA HARRIER
. Fully Operational

The British Asrospace Sea Harrier has
come of age graduating from occasional
shipbarne exercises to regular deployments
at sea as seen in the Falklands® armed con-
flict. This present report describes Seu
Harrier operations by the Fieet Air
Arm and rthe various means thag have
been  developed to ensure safe take
offs and fandings actoss a broad band
of day/night weather conditions and sea
states. Tt has been prepared on the basis
of several interviews, notably with Lt, Cdr,
Douglas Hamilton, senior pilot of No, 301
sgn. and “Mike”  Snelling, principal
British Aerospace test pilot for the Sea
Harrier.

The RN Fleet Air Arm’s V/Stol Sea
Harrier squadrons are now fully equipped
and the two operational units are normally
on board their patent wvessels whenever
they are at sea, No. 800 sqn. in HMS
Hermes and ™o, 301 in HMS Invincible.
Recent exercises in the Atlantic have con-
firmed that the Sea Harrier FRS, 1 can
perform successfully the tasks for which
the aircraft was designed, giving the Roval

Mavy un extremely useful organic air-
defence capability, with sccondary surfape
attack and reconnaissance roles, It is not
{(nor was it ever intended to be) a substitute
for the F-14 Tomeat with its ATM-54
Phocnix missile, but it does possess unigue
abilitics in air combat and an unrivalled
flexibility in certain aspects of naval ape-
rations.

Its current status 18 the result of severg]
vears of effort not only to develop a new
Harrier variant specifically for regular mari-
fime bhasing (the AV-B8AY) survives large-
Iy by intensive preventive maintenance) and
with emphasis on the air-defence role, hut
ulso to develop operating techniques that
make full vse of its inherent potential for
safe operations in bad weather by day or
by night. This development effort is conti-
nuing with the aim of further expanding
the Sea arrier’s operating limits and of
adding new armament and, later, eguip-
MEN.

Sea Harrier Organization & Training, The
Sea Harrier “wing” of the FAA consists
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of the headguarters squadron (No. 99} of
saven aircraft and the (wo operational
anits of five aircrafl each, Total RN orders
stand at 34 Sea Harriers and four Hartier
T-4 trainers, the latter being identical to
the Roval Air Force two-sealers, The single-
soater by was planned on the basis of
covering attrition up to 1990, although anly
ane aircraft has so far been lost sines the
frst delivery in Junc 1979, Of the two-
seaters (which, unlike the Tndian Nawy
T-605, are purcty for V/3TOL fiving train-
ing). one will be based at the RAF Harries
operational conversion upit ot Wittering
and two with 599 Sqn. at Yeoviltan, with
one aircraft held in reserve. In addition,
No, 809 Sgn. will operate in the fraining
role the two Hunter T-8Ms that were used
oe flying testhads for the Sen Harrier’s
nEw avionics.

The HOQ squadron is  responsible for
iraining pilots for both of the opezrational
units and also pariicipates in sea trials in
combination with the four development-
hateh Sea Harriers operated by MoD
Roscombe Down pnd British Acrospace.
pilat training prior to that given by /09
8. is based on the RAF fust-jet syllabus
with Hurrier conversion, The full covrst
consists of 75 hoors on the Bulldog primary
trainer at Lecming, 135 hours on the Jet
Provost basic jet trainer at Cranwell, 35
wours on the Hawk advanced traimer al
Valley, 50 hours of tactical weapons frain-
ing on the Hawk at Chivenor, 27 hours on
the Harrier (including preliminary air-
combat instruction) at Wittering and about
90 hours of operational flving traiping on
e Ssn Harrier, Hareier T-4 and Huater
T-8M at Yeovilton,

The graduating pilor has thus ascumu-
lated approximately 460 fiylag hours, in-
cluding somsthing in the region of 100
houts on the Harrier V/5TOL Family, At
wveovilton, aside [rom learnng o operils
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lhe Sea Harrier systems, he has taken off
using a ski-jump and he has been taught
ta vector the thrust of the Reolls-Boyee
Pegasus turbofan in the course of air-com-
bar manocuvres (ACM.) At Wittering his
instruction has included use of {the Harrier
GR-3 simulator, and in dug course No. 399
Sgu. will have a full mission simulator for
the Sea Harrier—this 13 now wnder de-
velopment by Singer Link-Miles.

When the Sea Harrier was first inteo-
duead, most pilots assizned o the type had
arior fast-jel experience on the b-4 Phap-
tom or the Buccaneer and aeedad only a
two-week refresher course on the Hunter
at Yeovilton before covering 1o the Hatrier
at Witloving, At present, most of the stu-
dent pilots either come [rom helicopict
fying or ate dircel entrants with no flying
experience. Both  categories  do the
complets course.

The Sea Harrier is not difficult to fly bud,
like previous members of the family, re-
quires carcful sideslip angle moesitoring in
partially jetborne flight because of the roll-
ing moment induced. Handling at the
hover is markedly better than for carlier
Harrice variants because of a change in
lateral searing, and an inoredss in reaction-
control power in roll. The raised cockpit
considerably enhances rear VieW and
aceessihility in the front fusclage area hut
there is soma loss of weathercock stability.
n conventional flight at high angles of
attack, handling is comsequently not as
good as for the RALs GR-3, although it
is supearior to that of long-noscd T-4.

wiissions., As indicated earlier, ihe Sca
Harrier's principal role is air defencs. In
the anti-ship role with conventional wea-
pons, it is restricted at present to the use of
455-kg bombs and its two Simm rocket
pods in prospect, but it is painfully obvious
thut none of these would be a realistic
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grmarmenl against Sovicl WNavy vessels, A
major improvement will comes with the
British Acrospace 3T Sep Eagle sea-
skimmipg anti-ship missilz, tials of which
have recently commenced on a Sca Harrier,
The “strike™ part of the Sca Harrier FRS.1
{fizhter, reconnaissance, strike) designation
impligs the use of nuelear weapons butl the
RN is making no comment on ils current
clearance status in this missian,

In the reconnaissance role the Sea Harrier
uses both its Fereanti Blue Fox radar and
the permanently litted starbourd obligue
camerz., Data-link  transmission of 1e-
conpalssance dakd back Lo the parent ship
15 a longer-term possibility.

With only five Sex Harriers on o ship.
the aircraft is gencrally operated as a
singleton, although a two or four-aircrafs
clement might be called for in special eir-
cumstances, e an attack with “iron™
bombs, There are thus no section-leaders
or wingmen among the pilots: they
simply fly the missions for which they are
qualified (on the recent tour in Invineible,
for example, five of the seven pilots were
night-rated).

In the air-delence role, the Sen Hargier
Functions in one of two ways—either as the
sale fixed-wing element present or as part
of a larger fighter force. In the first case,
which would be move typical of a minor
emergency than of a full-scale war, the
Sea Harriers could intercept a shadowing
aireralt and a limited number of intruders,
acting as a first line of defence outside the
range of the Royal Navy's surface-to-air
missiles.

Such missions could be flown either as
deck-launched intercepts or as combat air
patrols, although it is clear from the
nuinber of aircralt in an RN sgquadron that
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a combat air patrol would generaily be
Rown on the basis of an assumed “threar
axis” Le. the vector to the nearest enemy
airfield or earrier,

From an RN viewpoint, even if the Sea
Harrier could do nothing more than des-
troy the shadowing aireralt, this alone
would justify the tvpe's development sinee
it would eliminatc the source of both
precise information regarding the position
of the convoy or task group and mid-course
guidance for long-range croise missiles.
The aircraft can of course achieve much
more than this.

In the event of a major war in Europes,
the Sea Harriers would be part of a large
tcam protecting allied shipping in the
Morth Atlantic and between Britain and the
Continent. Their =aerial killing eround
would be between the F-14/Phoenix peri-
meter and the shipborne surface-to-air
missiles and anti-sircraft guns, and thew
would be controlled not only on the hasis
of information from their parent ship's
own radar but also using data from allied
ships and TS MNavy-E-2C Hawkeves, as
well as from land-based AEW Nimrods
and E-3 AWACS.

The performance of the Sea Harrier's
Ferranti Blue Fox radar is classified, bue
successful interceptions will generally he
assisted by instructions from an aircraft
controller to bring the aircraft into radar
contact with the target. The controller may
be on the parent carrier or on one of a
number of destroyers eg. one of the
Sheffield class. The point is worth making
that this control technigue is no longer a
matter of placing the fighter on an exact
reciprocal heading at a precise offset from
the target track and then instructing the
pilot to commence a set-piece turn at just
the right time. Provided the Sea Harrier can
be mided to a point where contact 15 ob-
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ration, although this is not as good as lor
the F-16,

A further important factor is that the
Sea Harrier pilot knows that his airerafl
will not “depart’™ with the jets aft. If he
should get into difficulty with the jets
down. he can always select zero nozele
angle and the aircraft will recover immedi-
ately. Even junior pilots therefore man-
oeuvee the Sea Harrier with complete
conlfidence, knowing that thevy will not
1oce control of the aircrali, and they can
thus take on fiohtars which in theory have
much better urning performance.

Kill ratios of approxmately 2:1 huve
heen claimed by 899 Squadron against the
F-5Es ol the USAF 527th TFT Aggressor
Squadron at Alconbury. Satisfactery re-
sults (though closer to unity) have alse baen
obtained by the same unit against USAF F-
155 and by 800 Squadron against the 388th
TFW F-16s.

Currier Operations, Whatever  the merils
of the Sea Harrier once it is in the air, il
would have no wvalue if it could not be
fAown from a carrict deck and recovered by
the normal service pilol, across a redson-
able spectrum of conditions. Special tech-
nigues and equipment bave been developed
iy achicve this objective and to ensure that
the basic operating fexibility of this STOVL
(short take-off, vertical landing) alrcraft
can e cxploited. One pointer to the suc-
cess of these measures is the fact that, over
4 two-month period of flying [rom lovin-
cible, Sea Harriers of No. 801 Squadron
pecformed no fewer than 200 night deck

landings.

1t was originally planned, when the air-
craft were fnally ordercd, for the Sea
Harriers to operate from Invincible-class
ships with flat decks. To perform the three
<ei-picce missions required (Which all pro-
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duce roughly the sume lake-olf weights), it
would have besn necessary to use the full
deck run of approximately 170m as well as
water injection in the Pegasus engine. The
subszaquent development of the skiqump
resulted in a major improvement in take-
oft performance, which has postponed the
nead to clear water injection for short take-
offs, The use of water injection in vertical
take-ofly is perfectly safe, sinee, if they
simply remain where it is. In a short take-
off, however, whether from a deck or from
a short airstrip, the aireraft 15 almost
immadiately committed and a safe abort
virtually impossible. A “dry” short take-
off eliminates the danger of water injaction
failure while providing an emergency re-
serve against any small shortfall in thrust
or slowness in engine acceleration. Nonsthe-
less, water injection may eventually be re-
guired for short take-offs at night weights
and temperatures.

In planning day's operations, a bracket
of take-off runs is worked out from
British Aerospace charts, using lempera-
ture and rpm corrcctions for individual
engines, computed from periedic hover-
performance checks. and an adjusiment
for the parlicular ship. Invincible, for
cxample, gives better than cxpected short
fake-off performance, presumably becaus:
of upwash fram the structure ahead ol the
ski-jump

The BAc chuarts. as  modificd by
Boscombe Down clearance, give the para-
meters for o ““worst-case™ take-off based
on ensuring zeto probubility of a negative
climb rate in the accelerating transition
to winghorne flight, The charts provide the
deck roll required, the engine nozzle angle
required at unstick, and the resulting end-
speed. This speed must be checked against
the limit dictated by the verticul loading
on the noscleg. which for a gnven ramp
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curvature waries with the pitehing of the
ship.

Onee the deck-run bracket has been
calculated, the aircralt can be positioned
for take-off. They may be parked in line
with as little as 7-Bm separating them.
which results in some boffeting in the jet
blast hut no serious problems. Al present
a crosswind limit of 15kt is applied bw
trials on HMermes have already demons-
trated that a 20kt crosswind causes Do
problems and it is possible that the
clearance will n due course be raised lo
about this figure.

Take-off Procedure, For a decle-launched
intercept, the theoretical minimum  Te-
action time is two minutes (dictated by the
time for alignment of the twin-gyroplat-
form), but the RN normally works to threo
minutes, allowing 30 seconds at either end
of alignment for the pilot to strap in, start
the engine and do his cockpit checks.
Recause of the emphasis on singleton
operation, the RN has made no great
effort to minimise launch interval, flving
airerafl off with a separation of arpund 10
saconds., For comparisen, the US Marine
Corps plans to have the second aircraft
<tart ils roll as the frst clears the bow. and
S O

The pilot checks engine apgeeleration bet-
ween 27% and 53% fan rpm ( approxi-
mately four seconds) with nozeles aft, then
moves the nozzles down to the caleulated
angle for unstick to check bleed pressure in
the reaction control ducts and to allow the
FDO (flight-deck officer) to check that the
nozzles reach the desired angle. The FDO
also checks that the tailplane is set at tbe
correct angle Lo suit the load conliguration.

The airerafl accclerates along the deck
hetween painted “‘tramlines”, with the
aozzles sot at 87 below engine datum, which
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gives the best possible horizontal thrust
component without tailplane “buze™. As
the deck edpe disappears below the quarter-
lights, the pilot selects the nozzles down to
the preset stop, which should bring them to
the required angle just as the nosewhecl
clears the deck.

The tailplane setting produces a trimmed
apgle of attack of 12 units, which is the
optimum for transition. The manufaciurar
ariginally sugzested that any tendeocy 1o
aver-contrel should be checked by a stick-
positioning device, ¢ piece of wire limiting
aft movement of the control columu, as in
the naval F-4. The RN, however, hus found
this to be unnecessury, possibly because, in
a ski-fump take-off, the aireralt nover actu-
ally sinks. and the pilot simply “guards™ the
stick during transition,

The Sea Harrier comes off the Invinci-
bla's 7° ramp at a climb rate of 5.0-6.5m/s.
Since the airerafi is well below the speed
at which wing lift and vertical thrust
component could support its weight, its
vertical speed typically falls to around
{.5m/s belore rising again. As the rate of
climb begins 1o increase, the pilot pro-
gressively reduces the nozde angle and
completes transition to wingborne fight. in
terma of alrspeeds, minimom climb rate
would typically be reached st 130kt and the
transition wounld he completed at 163kL

Landings. The way in which recovery is
offected naturally depends on whether it is
day or night, and on cloud base and visi-
bility. Considering  recovery first in the
simple case of good daylight conditions
with the ship steaming into wind, the air-
craft begins by entering 4 *low=wail™ orbit
at a neight of 1,000 fr. and an [AS of around
260 kt. The orbit is downwind of the ship
and offset to port, so that the airerall is
ready to slot in to the landing pattern. On
the dewnwind leg, the undercarriage and
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flaps are selected and checked down, and
the nozeles are lowered to 207 to check
reqction-control  duct pressure.  Having
turned on to the base leg, the pilot begins a
descending, decelerating transition, pro-
gressively increasing nozzle angle to bring
the aireraft to the hover abreast of the desiz-
vated landing spof, the hover position
being offset roughly 9 m to port and at
height of 100 [, i.e. approximately 40 ft..
above deck level. Thiz approach alongside
the ship, rather than straight in over the
storn, gives a betier appreciation of mowva-
ment and facilitates a safe overshoot (al-
though overshoots rarely occur  with the
Sea. Harrier). Having confirm=d that the
fanding spot is clear, the aircralt is trans-
lated sideways and lowerad pently on to the
deck.

It the ship is not steering inio wind, the
same visual pattern is used, but in this case
it 15 orientated to relative wind, rather
than the ship’s course, The only restrictions
arg that the Harrier must hover and land
pointing into wind, and muost avoid land-
ing spots that are known to be subject to
deck turbulenee.

Considering next a bad-wealher recovery
al night, the initdal approach to bring the
aireraft within sight of the ship’s visual
landing aids may be carried out cither as a
CCA (carricr-controlled approach) or as
a PIA (pilot-interpreted approach). In
gither case the aim is to guide the areraft
down a 3* glideslope, from a height ol 1,000
feet at 3.3 n.o to 200ft at 0.% nom. This
phase is carricd out in partially jeitborne
flight, with a nozzle angle of 607 and an
airspeed in the region of 130 ke,

Meither luvincible nor Hermes has a
dedicated CCA radar, but this method can
nonetheless be carried ouf using the Type
1006 navigation radar. The controller on
the ship gives the pilot azimuth corrections
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und range data, from which the pilot can
deduce his height error  and adjust his
glideslope accordingly. The CCA Qs [re-
guently used and has the potential advani-
age that it could be used with various ships
equipped with helicopter platforms, e
roval fleet auxiliaries.

The PTA can be carried out in three ways.
First, the Blue Fox radar may be used {o
update the ship’s position continupusly
computed in the aircraft’s navigation sys-
tem. The pilot then selects PTA on the HUD
{head-up display), inserts the desired ap-
proach track and is presented wilh range
data pius azimuth and height corrections,
Alternatively, the same type of initial ap-
proach can be obtained directly from radar
lock-on, rather than using the navigation
systemt. Thirdly, within the next few years,
transponder-equipped Sea Harriers will he
able to make PlAs 1o ships equipped with
MEL’s Madge microwave wircraft digital
siidance equipment.

On completion of the initial approach,
the aircrall has slowed to around 120 kt and
the pilot has the ship’s visual approach
aid in sight. He carries out a decelerating
transition down a 2% 20 glideslope using the
HAPL (Harrier Approach Path Indicator).
Two sets of HAPT lights are mounted on
the port deck edge, providing a stabilised
rad/white glideslope indication, Azimuth
errors are climinated by flying to keep
the lights in Vine. The approach is
monitored by the landing safety officer
i the FLYCO (fhving control) office
on the pert side of the island, wsing
a stabilised HUD to compare aircraft
position  with the ideal glideputh.

At approximately 0.3 nom, from the ship,
the pilot brings the engine nozzles down to
the hover stop and “sidesieps™ the aircraft
to port, passing the stern with an airspeed
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of ahout 40 kit rather than the 140 kt of the
F-4 or Buccaneer.

At this stage aircraft hight is controlled
by reference to the forward set of HAPL
lights and a similar system termed CAI
(Close-Approach Indicator) on the port
cide of the island, Throughout the final
approach the deck will have been floodlit,
although this is not readily visible to other
ships. Positioning of the aircraft over its
assigned landing spot is assisted by a 50-
called “Christmas tree” of lights mounted
on the rear end of the island. This array
consists of three lights mn 2 vertical line,
with a fourth on an extended arm pointed
at the landing spot. By lining up the fourth
lisht with the bottom light of the fixed
array, the pilot knows (given @ Cross-
reference such as the take-off tramlines)
that he is in the correct position and
at a suitable height to let down on o
the deck.

Aside from Madge, other improvements
in the pipeline include an autopilot for
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use at airspeeds above 250 kt. This will help
reduce cockpit workload, which is high in
some phases of night operations such as
radar intercepts at low level. Night instru-
ment approaches, although less difficult
than in a conventional aircraft, will benefit
from an audio angle-of-attack system,
recently evaluated in the BAe Hatfield simu-
lator. A speed-trim facility will simplity
positioning the aireraft at the hover by
allowing the pilot to move the nozzles
through 10° in either direction using the
airbrake switch on the throttle, rather
than having to move his hand to the
nozzle selector level.

These and other modifications will fur-
ther enhance the flight safoty of the Sea
Harrier, a technologically remarkable
aircraft that, in the hands of the Royal
Navy, has been developed into a very
effective operational system.

The Mideast Arms Bazaar

Aimed At The Expanding
Egyptian Market

A Large Number of Western defence
equipment  manufacturers gathered In
recently Cairo for an exhibi tion aimed
at displaying equipment and capabilities

to the FEgyptian Armed Forces. Al-
though the concept of such a geog-
raphically-limited exhibition could prove
interesting, feelings were rather mixed at
the end of the four-day event, especially
among European exhibitors.

{t can be said that the attendance at the
chow was a satisfactory one, demonstrat-
ing the high level of interest from the
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diflerent branches of the Fgyptian Armed
Forces towards the many types of defence
equipment, for which Egwpt is exnected to
invest large amounts of money in the vears
to come. Exhibitors were hoping 1o see g
few more representatives from surrounding
Middle East countrics such as Suodan,
Oman, ete. However, the tense climate anly
one month after President Sadat’s assgssi-
nation probably made it difficult for them to
attend the event,

A zeneral remark, heard rom numerous
exhibitors, was that exhibiting space prices
were very high, especially when consider-
ing the limiled comfort offered at the
Egvptian Arniy facilities where the exhibti-
ton took place. For example, several
French exhibitors had a hard time trving
to attract some visitors to their booth,
which wus located on the second or third
floor of army barracks. Another evident
lack of professionalism on the oroanizz-
tional side was the regulation forbidding
any distribution of spzcialized delenes
publications at the show other than the onc
published by the company sponsoring the
axhibition

On the positive side it can be said that
the oMuco %1 came at the right time, ie.
during a period in which several large
equipment contracts are being finalized
with the Ezwvptian Armed Force, One day
after the closure of the show it was learnsd
that the Eavptian Government had signed
a contract far the purchase of ten TYHC-5
BUFFALC twin turboprop transport aireraft
with the de Havilland Afrcraft Co. of
Canada. Toeal value of the contract is
about 100 million Canadian dollars.

Ttaly also is about lo provide aboul
US 3300 million to Esypt lor the procure-
ment of the Oecrikon/Contraves/Selenia
SEY-GUARD/ASPIDE  missile o de-
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fence sysiem, Epvpt already operates the
Thomson-CSF CROTALE  surface-lo-air
missile system, und this Egvptizn interest in
the Swise/Ilalian system shows once more
the country’s wish to diversify its supply
sources for comparable systems,

‘This Egyptian policy also 1s illustrated by
the strong interest in the Dassault-Breguet
MIRAGE-2000 fighter, ulthough the Egyp-
tian Adr Force is aboul to receive a subs-
tantial number of General Dypamics F-16
fishters.

A& large French acrospace industry jomt
display was organized at the CMECO
show, Egypt and France have been negoti-
ating for nine months for the procurement
of at least 40 aircrafi with a follow-on
order for an additional 40 unils.

Most of the manufacturers o business
relations with the Egvplian armed forces
attended CMECO, as did alse a very in-
teresting group of Egyplian organizstions
specialised in defence cquipment manu-
facture, These included the Arah American
Vebhicles Company, Arab British Dynamics,
the 13 specialized state ndustries grouped
as Lgvptian Military Tndustries, and the
Sakr Factory.

O the basis of the expericnce  gain-
ed with this first defence exhibition in
beypt, a similar display will probably take
place in the country in two or three veurs,
The Emergence of
Middle East Aerospace

Industry

Seven or cight vears ago, Middle Fast
counteies Began development of an asro-
space and defence structure that should



have heen the hasis to [0i] their ow neads,
The mew structure was centercd around the
ATO (Arah Industrialization Craapization)
Tha deal was rather fair: Saudi Arabia and
the Emirates would have provided (he
maongy, Western countries would have pro-
vided the technolopy, and Laypl would
have provided the relatively skilled labour
a5 well as the necessary industrial infra-
stpoetore. At that time, huge programmes
were  envisioned: thousunds of missiles,
wundreds of helicopters and advanced
comhal aircraft  were to have besn pro-
dueed und supplied to the member nations’
armed forces.

The Camp David Peace Tecaly. howsver,
gancslied the wheole programme. The
Leyption  Government should he given
cradit: at that time, despite huge finsncial
difficulties, it tonk over what couid be
saved of the programmi, confinuing Lo
manufactare the systems that were already
in prodoction, Today, Egvpt is the only
licenced manufaciurer of the British Aero-
space SWINGLUIRE anti-tank  missile,
which has already been exported 1o IS
Sudancse neighbour.

However, this was not cnough to revive
the Egyptian aerospace industry. though it
already had a long tradition in the fifties
with the development of the HELWAN
fighter {with German assistance), Mol
recently thanks to croperallon agrocment
with (ke Fresch aerospace industry, the
group, now called the EID {Lzvplian
Industrialization Organizaticn) staried
production of some COMPEDENS for the
MIRAGE-5, and the first parts of ATPHA
JETs should soon come off the nroduciion
line for assembly on the 35 unils ordered
by the Egyptiun Alr Foree O oa medium
term basis, Favpt is intcrested in pattici-
pating in production ol an advanced Lech-
nology fighter and the Feyptian Defence
Minister. Field Marshal Abu Ghazala, re-
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centiy stated to our SoMpERicn ML gFIne
Miliry Technology that the MIEAGE-
a0 is the most likely chose.

However, the remaining Arub tations
did not remain passive during the last few
years, and the Gull Cooperation Cauncil,
including Saudi Arabia, the United Arab
Cmirates and Kuwait, is zbout to cstablish
the hoss for its own airersfi production
capability. Varions Westemn projecis are
heine considered, the main elforl prosenthy
heing made by British Acrospace for a team
of airerafl ingluding the HAWK trainer anid
the P-1110 advancad STOL supersonic pro-
ject. ‘The latter would he developad with
Saudi funds, allowing the British Acrospace
indusiry to proceed with projects for which
it presently has no available funds, The
Prench have 4lso made somec very serious
and attractive praposals.

At the same time, Traq i5 looking 10 es-
tablish an aireraft industry of its own; the
HAWE and the ALPHA IET are once
more faced off in this enmpetition which,
im some cascs. is very bitter, The [avounle
in the competition presently seems to be
(ke ALPHA JCOT, bul no sgreement has
heen reached yet: Trag s al war with Tran
sand this may lead to some internationual
privhlems for its foture induslrial partoers.

The simulatancous emergence of ihese
arious projects shows that Middle Last
countries de not wanl to remain only
customers: they intend to usc their years
of & good financial sitpation ihanls to their
mil reserves to develop thell own adwvuncad
technolooy capahility and 1o become inde-
pendent of their traditional supplicrs as
much as pessible. The management ol these
projects should be very varefully waiched:
il successfully completed, these programmes
mught lead te o different Lype of relation=
ship between Third World customer coun-
trics and the traditional Western indus-
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trics. More than ever, the best asset of the
Western industries §s know-how,

The MX and American
National Defence
September 1982

There 12 almost no quostion in the minds
of muclear wiratogists that the Unued
States peeds the MX  intercontincntal
hailistie missile (TCBWY, The goestion is:
Which mode of deploymant fur the MX
will ba the most effective, legsl costly and
quickest to Implement o meet IS
delenice requiremenis?

Accordinge to Professor  Andrew O
Tuitle, chalrman of the Departmont of
Political Sciepcs,  University of Newada,
Las Yoras, the only mads of MX deplow-
menl which mzets all the ahave criteria =
the MMultiple Admpoint System (MAPS).
Thizs moade of deplovment, however, may
not be under consideration becauss, if
adoptad, it would be in violalion of the
SALT-TT accords.  Are there any viable
alternatives?

Tutile discusses several allernatives and
briefly discosses why the United States
iy now be presenting a “window of
vulnerability™ to the Soviets. In this re-
fard, he balieves this has ocourred bacguss
the US arms control advocales sought
peace and security through erms limitation
treatics, accords and acreemeonis  while
the Sovicts were enhancing their strategic
capabilities.

When the SALT process hegan i [ 268,
the United States held the strategic cdoe.
By 1980, the Sowviets had dramatically
advanced their strategic capabilitics and
had denloved extremely accurate 518 and
S5192TCBMs. They now have the capability
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te pur mest of our Minuteman ond Titan
sitos at risk.

The 200 MX ICBM: will be an ellective
deterrent fores, but lime is a erilical faclor,
The deployment mode adds considerably
to the tme reguired o deploy the MX.
several alternative deplovment modes arc
clrren:ly helng considered.

Initiafly, the Adr Force proposcd and
leniative presidential approval was given
to a land-hascd mohbile system called the
“race-track.” Tinder this proposal, each
of the 2000 WX missiles would be located in
a larze oval cluster of 23 vertieal or horl-
zontal  protective  shelters. This  would
ovarwhelm the Sowviet capahility by pro-
senting 4,600 MX tareets plus Minuleman,
Titun and sea-lagnchad ballisfic missiles.
In 1980, this svstem was shelved in favouor
of the “drag strip” or linear deployment
mode. Allhough jusi as sffective as the
“race—track.™ it would save two  billion
dnllars, Deplovment of either system would
take approximately 10 vears following a go-
aghead decision.

Another method of MX deployment is
the Shallow Underwater Mohile (SUM)
sysiemt, 1o this proposal, teo WX missiles
in watcrprool containers waald be strapp-
cd on the sides of small, slow-moving
submarines. 1L would be less expensive
than land busing and would not impact
negatively upon the envieonment. The prob-
lem with SUM is thai existing submarinegs
and even scu-launched ballistic missile
submarines, such as the Tridenl, would
require extensive siructural modifications.
Deployment of this mode would be delaved
until the 19905,

MAPS is the most {easible deployment
mode and would cut the “window of
vulnerahility™ to a minimum. In this mode,
several or as many as 223 vertical sitos would



48

be built for cach MX 1CBM and integrated
into the cxisting Minuteman force. This
mode would present the Sovicts with as
many targets as the “‘race-track”™ basing.
and deployment could be accomplished in
a relatively short period of time. The exist-
ing command and conirel centers of the
Minuteman sites would be used, and the
cost of this system would be far less than
cither SUM or “race-track™.
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The primary problem with MAPS is
that it is in violation of the SALT-I¥
accords which counts missile launchers,
But the world has changed since the sign-
ing of SALT-IT, and the new administration
has indicated its willingness to reopen arms
limitations agreements. Rather than dis-
carding MAPS, it should be considered
sinee it may be consistent with future agrec-
ments,—




